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NOTICE. 



Such parts of the following' narrntive, ns were suited to the purposes 
of a public occasion, were rnntained in un Address, delivered by the 
writer, on the 17th of September, 1630, in CQinmemoration of t!io cloge 
of the Second Century of tliu town. The whole is now puLdibiicd in a 
regular historical form, following the order of time. It is respectfully 
inscribed to the iuhabitants of WatertowD) for whose use chiefly it was 

coiiip«ed. C F. 



HISXOKY OF WATERTOWN. 
♦ 



Wb li?e at a period of patriotic remembrances. 
It has become tne fashion of the times to gather up 
memorials of the fathers of New England. A more 
general interest, than ever before, is felt in tracing 
their footsteps, and in searching their records. This 
feeling is one of the manifestations of the pleasure we 
naturally find in the exercise of that wonderful pow- 
er of retrospection, which enables us almost to ante- 
date our liveS) to merge the distinctions of time, in a 
sense of fellowship with the past, to overleap the bar- 
riers of years and centuries, and to add to the short 
span of our own days the days of those who have 
gone before us. But besides this, it is our good for- 
tune, that the ties of association with the memory of 
our ancestors are, in a remarkable degree, minutely 
local. Not only is their general liistory, in its \vhole 
extent, so recent, coni|Kiratively, that we are able to 
trace it in clear and disiiuct lines quite up to its com- 
mencement, without being lost in the shadowy re- 
gions of conjecture and fable, but we can identify the 
men and their doings with the smallest subdivisions of 
the republic, with our towns and hamlets. Our 
whole land, in all its youthful strength and vast resour- 
ces, is a monument to the Pilgrims, who, when they 
began their cheerless work, would have deemed it the 
wildest dream of romance, had they been told of the 
mighty edifice which was to be reared on their labors, 
and who toiled and suffered with strong patience, and 
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i^itli a trast in God that never wavered But, bellow 

these magnificent views, there are other reminiscen- 
ces^ which, if they have no grandeur, are not without 
interest and value. With the names and the deeds 
of our lathers we can associate the green fields and 
tlie beautiful groves of our villages, the virtues and the 
enjoyments of an industrious ncighl)ourhood, the 
schools at which our children seek instruction, and the 
sanctuarii s where we call upon the name of our God. 
Our recollections become doniestirated feelings, 
and have a ]ody;ement among our most lamiiiar pos- 
sessions. Our daily walks seem almost overshad- 
owed by the presence of a past generation; for 
their footsteps have not long disappeared from the 
places^ which, in tke midst of the cares and pleas- 
ures of common life, we recognise and lov« as our 
homes. To cherish and perpetuate some of these 
village recollections of out fathers, is fbe purpose 
of the following narratire. 

The character of the Puritans has of late been a 
favorite topic, both among ourselves and in England* 
Its peculiarities have been traced vnth felicitous skill, 
and its merits portrayed with powerful eloquence, by 
some of the most gifted writers of our times. The 
men of this generation stand in a position favorable 
for doing justice to its claims. We are sufficiently re- 
mole from the excitemc jU, in which the Puritans lived 
and acted, to estimate fairly their excellencies and 
errors, the value of their labors, and the consequences 
of their principles. It cannot be a matter of wonder, 
that two centuries ago they should have been the 
objects of bitter ^^arcasm and abusive reproach, when 
we consider that their faults were precisely such, as 
would naturally be met with the most unsparing hos- 
tility, and that they themselves in sme cases mani- 
fested but little forbearance in applying epithets of 
infiftmy to their adversaries. The nature of ^e con- . 
test, in which they were so deep^f concerned, was 
adapted to bring out ^e sharp, stem, uncompromis- 
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ing qualities of human character, to Confound a zeal 
for trifles with a zeal for essential principles, and 
sometimes to engage the aid of unholy passions in a 
holy cause. We can hardly be much surprised, Uiere- 
fore, at the ioul asperity with which Parker, Whitgift, 
Dugdale, and others of that day, spoke or wrote of 
the Puritans, — the poor and pitiful abuse which they 
heaped upon men, who were struggling for sacred 
rightii against the strong arm of power. We may 
not conceal or deny their faults; but, at the ?^ame 
time, we may not forget the provocations they endur- 
ed. We may not forget the iniquitous 'proceedings 
of the High Commission and the Star Chamber, 
those disgraceful instruments of cruel persecution, 
which brought their terrors to b^ on the crimes of 
not wearing a white surplice, of not baptizing with a 
cross, and of refusing to Kneel at the sacrament. We 
cannot but remember, that the Puritans were goaded, 
oppressed, and held in contempt under Elizabeth, 
who was just as much a Protestant as was necessary 
to make herself a pope, and no more ; that their 
hopes of protection were grievously disappointed by 
James, that notable professor of kingcrait, who had 
jsaid, when in Scotland, — As for our neighbour khk 
of England, their service is an evil said mass in Eng- 
lish, — they want nothing of the mass but the liftings," 
— but to whom the possession of the sceptre suddenly 
taught the bad lessons of intolerance towards all who 
would not conform to that same kirk ; that, under the 
first Charles, measures were dealt to them, scarcely 
milder than those of the Inquisition ; and that the 
second Charles paved the way to his restoration with 
promises to them, which he never meant to keep. 
These and similar cirumstances rise to our remem- 
brance, when we are told of their hard and offensive 
qualities ; and we are disposed to pardon much to the 
feelings of wronged and injured man. For -the want 
of that amenity, which imparts a fascinating grace to 
life aa4 manners, there was an ample atonement in 
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die good which these men effected by their moral 

heroism in the cause of God, and of the rights of hu- 
manity, — by the spirit of self-sacrifice, with whic h 
they threw ilicraselves into the pass where the best 
interests of man were to be defended. It is easy 
enough to turn into ridicule their harsh and untracta- 
ble temper, their rigorous adln rence to unimportant 
peculiarities, and their extravagance of religious zeal. 
But, while these grew out of temporary circumstances, 
and were sliared perhaps in quite an equal degree by 
the adversaries, from whom the reproach comes, shall 
we forget that these men sowed that precious seed, 
from which has sprung the rich harvest of blessings 
enjoyed by our community? Shall we leaTe out of 
the account, that, scorned and flouted as they were by 
the proud hierarchy of their land, they were still the 
trusty guardians of that yital prlncf)le of freedom, 
the claims of which have sint:e been so widely felt 
and respected 1 The world owes them much ; and 
the progress of time and events is continually devel- 
oping more distinctly the amount of the obligation* 
It is not strange, indeed, that while the prejudices of 
party strife were fresh and strong, it shomd nave been 
said of the Puritan, — "As he is more generally in 
these times taken, I suppose we may call hiin a 
church-rebel, one that would exclude order, that his 
brain might rule."* But the dispassionate judg- 
ment of England's philosophical historian, at a later 
day and from a better point of view, has declared 
the truth of the case in a memorable acknowledg- 
ment ; " So absolute," says he, " was the authority of 
the crown, that the precious spark of liberty had been 
kindled, and was preserved by the Puritans alone ; 

I and it was to this sect, that the English owe the whole 

j freedom of their constitution." f 

But the Puritan character is too wide and fruitful 
atsc^icfor this place*- Its essential elements were 

* Ou cn Felltham's Resolves, &c. London, 1677. p. 6. 
f Hume'a History, Vol. V. p, 134. 
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noUe and praiaeworthy. It was the form taken by 
the strong action of mental ener^es, not always wise- 
ly guided, but aiming with untired perseverance at 
exalted objects. At the period when New England 
was settled, the Puritans had for many years been 
growing in numbers and strength;* But the hope • 
of religious liberty, from time to time disappointed, 
was so far crushed, that at length many of thcin tin n- 
ed their eyes away from home, and fixed them on 
this western region, then lying a mere wilderness 
under the shade of deep forests, and trodden by no 
human foot but that of the savage. The enterpnse | 
was, strictly speaking, an ecclesiastical concern, and | 
presents the singularly strikiiii? case of a nation receiv- 
ing its existence distinctly and wholly from religious 
causes, f Our fathers loved their native land with 
fond affection; they had become attached in no ordi- 
nary degree to the soil on which they trod ; all the 
charms of domestic and local associations were there, 
— their pleasant firesides, and their beautiful tields* 
They endured and forbore, till endurance and for^ 
bearance were in vain. It must have been by a 
strong moral ^ ff e c ^ , that they could resolve, in the 
cause of what they believed to be religious truth and 
freedom, to sever the ties that bound them to their 
homes, and to seek a refuge on tiiese shores. While 
wind and waves were bearing them onward, dotibt- 
less they looked back with the ezOe^s feeling to their 
father-land; and had they not loved the rights of 
conscience and their duty to God better than that 

* In Uie reign of Elizabeth, Sir Walter iKafeigh declared in puliament, 

that the Brownists alone, in thpir vnrions congregations, were jnrr<^;is'- 
ed to the number of twenty thousund.— SirSunonds D'jQwes' Journals 
(he ParUtmenia durir^ the Reign of Quern JSI£asM%. London, 16S2, 
p. 517. 

t " It concerneth New England," said the cclcbraterl Jolm Norton, rn a 
tract printed at Cambridge m 1659, always to remember, that originally 
they are a plantation rd^wus, not a plantation ef trade."— Ana 

Incrcn^^c Mather insists with emphasis, that " it was with regard unto 
churcii order and discipHnn, thnt our pious ancestorg, tltn p-ood old 
Puritan Nonconformistti, transported themselves and tiieir t'amiUes over 

tbe faat ocean to tbeee^goinga down ef the aon.** 



X 

* 
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land, the hearts of the stoutest must have sunk 
within them. While they were laying here the 
foundalioii of a stmcttire, deistined to rise in beauty 
and greatness of which they couhi form no concep- 
tion, they struggled with want and sorrow, and died 
• in loneliness, hut in strong faitii. When we read the 
simple, pathetic, and almost childlike stoiy, which 
they tell of themselves and their doings, we cannot 
but wish that the veil might have been lifted from the 
future, and that they mifht have enjoyed a cheering 
foresight of the abundant good» that in the course of 
God's providence Was to crown their labors. But 
the memorial of these undaunted Christians was not 
foji^tten before God. The shield of Heaven was 
extended over the infant cdlony, till litde one 
became a thousand, and a small one a strong nation." 

Previously to the time at which this historical sketch 
is to hci^iii, settlements had been made at Plymouth 
and Salem. Of these the object I have in view will 
not require me to take notice. The accounts of them 
are familiar to us, or may easily be had froiii \\-ell 
known sources. I shall accordingly pass to the mi- 
mediate purposes of this narrative. 

The year 1G30 was distinguished by the arrival of 
Winthrojvs fleet, bringing n colony, well qualified by 
the variety of their occupations, and by their spirit of 
self-denial and perseverance, to form new settlements 
in the wilderness. Among these were the men, who 
first visited the place afterward called Watertown. 
They were from the West of £ngland ; and the ves- 
. sel in which they came (the Mary & John) arrived 
I on the 30th of May, somewhat earlier than the other 
vessels. Their captain, in defiance of the agreement 
he had made with them, refused to take them to 
Charles River, and inhumanly turned them and their 
goods ashore at Nantasket The leading men of this 
colnpany were Roger Ludlow, Edward Rossiter, Esq. 
Rev. John Maverick, and Rev. John WaAam. Hav- 
ing been left in this unceremomous manner to take 



care of themselves, they pnKJured a boat from the 
people at Nantasket, and proceeded lo Ghariestdwn. 
There th^ found a few English people, 'who had 
removed n!om Salem the year before^ and several 
wigwams. They took wita them *^an old planter 
who could speak Indian/^ and directed their course 
lip Charies River, till they found the stream narrow 
and shallow, and landed tlicii' goods. The bank of 
the river is said to have been steep, and the place is 
described as being " vveil-wateied." It was doubt- 
less very near the spot, on which the United States' 
Arsenal is now situated. As their number was but 
ten, they might well be not a httle alarmed to learn, 
as they did at night, that three hundred Indians were' 
in their neighbourhood. The planter, whom they had 
brought from Charlestown, had probably been so well 
acquainted with the natives, that he knew how to 
gain their confidence ; for when, on this occasion^ he 
went to them and requested them not to come near 
the English, they readily comphed. The next day a 
friendly intercourse took place between the two par* 
ties* Some of the Indians appeared at a distance* 
and shortly after one of them advanced and held out 
a bass. The English, probably understanding this as 
an invitation to a better acquaintance, sent a man 
with a biscuit, which the Indians took hi exchange. 
After this amusing mode of inii oduction, there seems 
to have been perfect amity between them ; and, says 
one of the company in his interesiiiig narrative, the 
Indians "supplied us with bass, exchanging a bass 
for a bisket-cake, and were very friendly unto us," * 

*The narrative here referred to was written by Cupt- Clap, one of the 
party, whoso adventures he relates. It is entitled " Memeirs of Capt 
Koi^'or Clap, relatinq- some of God's rcmarkaljlo Providences to him in 
bringing him into New Eni^Umd," &c. This pamphlet, distinguished 
bj a pious sioipHcity, is the original iiourcc of ttie information we have 
concerning this* first vimt to Watertown. From it Prince took his state- 
mf-nt : See Chron. Hist, oj JVcio England, new ed. 1898. p. ^Hn^—fAtO^ 
Holmes '5 J^innalSy second ed. Vol. I. p. 2f>i, 

In connexion with the above mentioned traffic for fish with the natives, 
it may be proper to remarlc that BaaS) which hno hecome ao rare in ^ia 

2* 
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No permanent settlement, however, was made by 
the$e men. They remaiBed but a few days, and 
' tbeo -removed to Mattapan, afterward called Dorches- 
ter, ^'because there was a neck of land fit to keep 
their cattle od*" - Hence, that part of Watertown 
wHere these first visiters landed took the name of- 
Dorche$ter Fields^ which was its common appeliation 
till a comparatiTely recent period^ and which I have 
beatird some of our oldest inhabitants mention as being 
in use within their remembrance. It likewise occurs 
in the earliest town records. Tradition says thai 
these Dorchester settlers were for some time in the 
habit of resorting to this place, which they had left, to 
plant corn in the spring mid .^aliier it in the autumn; 
but it is by no means probable, that they would have 
been at so much trouble for what might have been 
had near at hand. 

Shortly after their removal, a permanent establish- 
ment was effected by another company. The colony, 
who camie to Massachusetts Bay, " were not »uch 
unlike the family of Noah at their first issuing out of 
the ark, and had as it were a new world to people, 
being uncertain where to make their beginning." * — 
They dispersed themselves in various directions, and 
laid the foundation of several towns in this vicinity. 



region, were fennd in inexhaustible abundance when <ntr iatfaera came 

hkher. In a tract entitled ** New Englnnd's Plantation, or a Short and 
true nesrrij)tion of the Commodities and Discommodities of that Coun- 
trey," written by Francis Uiggioson, one of the first pastors of the cboreh 
at Stlenit and printed in London, 1(j30| itia eaid, There is a fish call- 
ed a Basse, a most sweet and wholesome fish as ever I did eat ; it is al- 
togethpf as fjood ns our -fresh Sammoii, and the season of their comming 
was begun when we carae first to New England in JunCi and so con- 
tinued about three months* space. Of this Fish our Pishers talte many 
^hundreds together, which I have seen lying on the shore to my admira- 
tion; yea, thoir Nets ordinjirily take more than they are able to halo to 
land, and for wnut of Boats anil Men they are constrained to let a 
many goe after they have talten Ibem, and yet sometimes they fill two 
Boats at a time with them." Wood, in his " New England's Prospect,'* 
affirms that they were sometimes taken in nets two or three thousand 
at a set." p. 
•Hiibbaid*s History of New England, p. 134. 
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In the conne of the sammer of 1630, a party of these 
adventurous emigrants, with Sir Richard SaltonstaU • | 
and the Rev. George Phillips at their head, selected a \ 
place on the banks of Charles River for their planta« > 
tion* On the seventh of September, 1630, the Court 
of Assistants at Charlestown ordered that Trimoiui» 
tam be called Boston; Mattapan, Dorchester; and 
the town upon Charles River, Watertown.*' * This 
ireonfliidered, I believe, as equivalent to an act of 
incorporation. Ten days mast be added to the date 
on account of the (liffcrence of style ;f and then the 
second centennial anniversary of the day, on which 
this order was passed, and from which we date the 
foundation of the town, will be broiiglit to the seven-- 
teenth of September, 1830. Hubbard, the historian, ' 
seems to have been at a loss to account for the name 
given to this settlement ; "The reason for ii," he says, 
" was not left upon record, nor is it easy to find, — 
most of the other plantations being well watered, 
though none of them planted on so large a fresh 
stream as that was/' | This last mentioned circum- 
stance probably was the true cause of the selection 
of the name in question ; and perhaps the discovery - 
of some gpod springs, which might have been made 
first at diis place, may have had some influence, 
especially with people who are said to have suffered 
at Charlestown by want of fresh water. || There is a 
traditionary belief, that the name is to be ascribed to 
the circumstance of the first company, who came 
hither and landed at Dorchester Fields, having found 
a spring of excellent water in the vicinity of the river. 
But it should be remembered, that the name was not 
selected till some time afterward, and can hai'dly be 



* Prince, p. 315. 

f To adjust the differences of style, ten days are to be added to a date 
occurring in the seventeenth centuiy, and eleven days to oneiatho 

cigliteentli contory. * 
Ji'age liJ5. 

n Johnson's Wonder-Werking Providence, Book i. Chap. 17, and 
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supposed to have had reference to this circumstauca* 
The Indian name of the town was Pigsgusset. * 

The territory thus called Watertown was, like 
most of the towns at that early period, very iarge» 
and its boundaries on the west side for a considecw 
able tune spmewhat undefined* Waltham, Wes- 
ton, and a part of Lincoln^ besides what is now 
called Watertown, wc^re embraced within its orig;inal 
eKient^t It appears from the State Records^ that 
the bounds between Watertown and Newtown* now 
Cambridge, were settled in 1634. |- We have no 
means of ascertaining with precision the number of 
the first inhabitants ; but I find by the town records 
that in 1636 there were one iiuiidrcd and ei^ht 
townsmen. Probably the original number in' IboO 
was considerably less than this. |{ 

One of the first inquiries in a history so largely 
ecclesiastical, as that of New England, regards the 
origin and formation of churches. The true date of 
the Watertown church is a subject of more perplex- 
ity and difficulty, than one would expect in a fact of 
this nature.^ It has engaged the attention and divid- 
ed the opinions of some of our most accurate and 
able antiquarians ; and I itnow not that any thing of • 
importance can be added to their statements and 
reasoning. *The most recent investigation of the 
subject is by the Hon. James Savage, to wbose opin- 



* Wood,.(« t&e last pa^ire of New England's Protpeet,** ffivfstlivi st 

the Indian name of Watertown. Ogilby in enumeratillf the towns in 
Massachusetts, says — " The ninth is cnlled Wntprtown. nnni^ntly Pi^.t' 
gusset" ^mericctf being an Accurate Dcacriytion^ &.c. Book li. Ch. 2. 
—The MDie Indian name oecutt once, at a very early date, in the town 
records. 

} A map or plan of Watertown, curions and valuable for its antiquity, 
was in existence a few years ago, but is now lost. It wus skctcljcd iu 
1640, only ten years after the first settlement of the town, and was ob- 
tained by the Rev. Mr. Ripley of Waltiiari) from one of the oldest inhab- 
itants oi his parish, to whom it had come throu^^h several generations. 
This map and a copy of it were unfortunately destroyed in the tire in 
Court Street, Boston, in November, 1839* 

iDr K nd ill's CoQtiuy Diecoune, p. IS. 
See Appendix, A. ^ 



ion the greatest deference is due, and who makes 
the First church in Boston and the Watertown 
church precisely coeval, assigning the origin of both 
to the thirtieth of July, 1630. In this opinion there 
is good reason to acquiesce ; but it seems ditUcult, 
if not imposaibley to divest the subject of all uncer- 
tainty.* 

The first minister of Watertown was the Rev, 
George PhiUipa, who continued in that office fourteen 
years. In connexion with the Rev. Mr. Wilson, 
he bad previously been engaged, since their arrifsd 
itam England, in preaching in Charlestown and Bo8» 
ton ; ^* their meeting-place»" says Roger Clap, '' being 
abroad under a tree» where I have heard Mr. Wilson 
and Mr. Phillips preach many a good sermon.''t At 
the first Goart ot Assistants, held at Charlestown on 
board the Arbella, it was oidered that as speedily as 
might be convenient, houses should be erected for 
the ministers at the pubHc charge. Sir Richard 
Saltonstal! undertook to have this done for Mr. 
Phillips, and Gov. Winthrop for Mr. Wilson. Mr. 
Phillips was to have thirty pounds a year, and Mr. 
Wilson twenty pounds a year till his wife should 
come. These sums were to be raised, not exclu- 
sively from the towns to which the ministers belonged, 
but by a common charge on all the people, except 
those^ at Salem and Dorchester. | They were ex- 
cepted because they already had ministers of their 
own, settled with them, for whom thej were to 
provide. 

It may readily be supposed that the sufferings and 
privations of men, who with a noble spirit took the 
wilderness of a new world for their portion, must 

* See Appendix B. 

f IMemoirs, p, 22- 

t Prince, p. 314. On Nov. 30th of this year {1<)30), an order was pas- 
sed at the Court of Assistants to collect ^60 for tlie maintenance of the 
niiibters, and the portions of the severalsettleaieBte la this pftymeat 
were as follows : Boston £20, Watertown j£dO^ CbarleilOWII £10y 
B^mOnit/ Medlbrd £^ Wiimesemet U, 
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have been severe. During the. winter aiter tlieir arri- 
val at Massachusetts Bay, they were greatly distressed 
by an extreme scarcity of provisions. Sliell-fish, 
ground-nuts, and acorns were the only iood, which 
many could obtain. One, that carae to the Gover* 
nor's house to jcomplain of his sufiedngs, was pre- 
ventedy being informed that even there the last batch 
was in t^e oven*'' * Of the climate some of their 
writers speak very favorably. One of them affirms^ 
that ^* a Slip of New England's aire is better than a 
wholeolraftof old England's ale/' Among the wild 
animals, the wolf was a very common annoyance^ and 
against him they were obliged to keep special watch. 
On one' occasion in the night, we are told the report 
of muskets, discharged at the wolves by some people 
of Watertown, was cai iu tl by the wind as Ui as 
Roxbury, and excited so much commotion there, 
that the inhaljitants were by beat of drum called to 
arms, probably apprehending an attack from the 
Indians. In the town records, orders are found at 
different times, that whosoever shall kill a wolfe 
in the towm shall have (nv the same five shillings." 
In some instances, alarm was taken at the report of 
Still more formidable animals in the neighbourhood ; 
and it is not surprising that imagination sometimes 
supplied whimsical terrors of this sort.f 

The sufferings, to which the infant colony were 
exposed at the outset, carried discouragement to the 
hearts of many. The settlement at Watertown soon ^ 
sustained a heavy loss in the departure of its disdn^ 
guished leader. Sir- Bichard SaltonstalL On the 



♦Hutchinson's History of Massachusetts, Vol. I. p. 28. 

f It is not a little amusing at the present day to read the following 
Btatcment, so n:riively made by Wood ; — Concerninnf Lions, I will not 
say that I ever saw any myself; but some affirm that they have aceu a 
Lion at Cape Ann, which is not above ten leaj^oes from Boston : somo 
likewise being lost in the woods have heard such terrible roarings as 
have made them much ngnst, which must be oither Devils or Lions ; 
there being no other crcaturea whicli use to roar, saving Bears, whicli 
have not such a tenible kind of toariug." — England *• lYi s p ed, 
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i^th of March,1631, in companj with his two datigh'* 
t^rs and one of his younger sons, he went to Boston ; 
and after spending the night there with the Governor^ 
he proceeded the next day to S$dem» sailed thence 
on the 1st of April, and arrived in London on the 29th 
of the same month. In the same vessel Thomas 
Sharp and Mr. Coddington, men of distinction, 
whose names are found among the earliest members 
X of the Court of Assistants, returned to their native 
hmcL* Dudley in his letter to the Countess of 
Lincoln, having mentioned that thes6 and others 
were about to take passage for England, adds, 
"the most whereof pur{)ose to return to us aL^nin, 
-if God will."t With regard to Sir Richard Snl- 
tonstall, this pupose, if ever entertained, was not 
accomplished. He never returned to New Eng- 
land, though he left his two oldest sons to carr}*^ on 
the good work which he had begun. The interests 
of the colony, however, were always uppermost in 
his thoughts and affections. He lost no opportunity 
of rendering them all the service in his power, in the * 
mother country. On several occasions be interposed 
his efforts and influence against the. misrepresenta- 
tions and false charges of their enemies. When 
Gardiner, Morton, and Ratcliffe, insdgated by per- 
sonal resentment, endeavoured to injure the Massa- 
chusetts plantation by laying complaints against them 
before the king and council, in which they were 
accused of disloyal and rebellious intentions, Sir 
Richard Saltonstall in connexion with others was 
actively enga^^ed in opposing their malicious attempts, 
and gave ample answers to all their allegations.J 
His interest in New England extended beyond the 
Massachusetts plantation. He was engaged in the 
settlement of the Connecticut colony, as a patentee, 
in company with Lord Say and Seal, Lord Brook,' 

* Wlintbrop's New England, Savage's etl. Vol. 1. p. 49. 

f MaMsehowtte HIrtorical CoUeotioos, 1st Series, VIU. p. 45. 

IHobbard. p. 145. 
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and others. Wiathiop informs ua> that in 1685 ^9, 
bark of forty tons arrived, set forth with twenty ser- 
vants, by Sir Richard Saltonstall, to go plant at Con* 
necticut.'^* This vessel on her xeturn was cast 
away on the isle Sable, a disaster which Sir Richard 
ascribed to her having been detained at Bostoa and 
at Connecticut Kiver by persons unfriendly to his 
enterprise, and for which he claimed satisfaction, in 
a very interesting^ letter addressed to W iiulirop, Gov- 
ernor ol tile (Joiiiiecticut colony.f In the poHlical 
convulsions, which agitated England after his return 
thither, he espoused the canse of the Parliament 
with sufficient zeal to secure their confidence ; for . 
when a new high court of justice was institntrd for 
the trial of the Duke of Hamilton, the Earl of Holland, 
the £arl of Norwich, Lord Capel, and Sir John 
Owen, he was commissioned with others to sit for 
that purpose-! Among his services to the colony, it 
may be mentioned that he was one of the early bene- 
factors of Harvard College, and left in his will a 
legacy to that institution, then in its infancy. He 
died about the year 1668. 

The family of Sir Richard Saltbnstall was 'an an- 
cient and highly respectable one in Yorkshire. He 
was the son of Samuel Saltonstall, whose brother Irdd 
been Lord Mayor of London in 1597. With an hon- 
orable zeal and disinterestedness, he gave whatever 
of influence or wealth he possessed to the Puritan 
cniise. When, at the petition of the Massachusetts 
company, Charles the First confirmed their patent by 
charter. Sir Richard was named as the first associate 
to the six original patentees ; and when the govern- 
ment was organized before their departure for New- 
England, he was chosen first assistant, in which 
office he continued while he remained with the col- 
ony. He was a gentleman of noble qualities of mind 

♦Vol. I. p. 161. flTist. Coll. 2(1 Series, VITT. p. 42. 
I An animated account of this trial and the executions is given by 
Clarendou, Book XL p. 24ia 
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and hearty and has always been deservedly tegarded 
as one of the venerated fathers of the Massachusetts 
settlement. His liberal and tolerant spirit in relig- 
ious matters was truly remarkable for the times in 
which he lived, and presents to the eye of the his- 
torical inquirer a trait of character as honoi'ablc and 
attractive as it was uncomiiion. When our ances- 
tors, who came hither to find a sane toary from per- 
secution, were guilty of the melancholy inconsistency 
of persecuting others, the indignation of Sir Richard 
was justly moved, and he wrote an admirable letter 
of expostulation and rebuke to Mr. Cotton and Mr. 
Wilson, ministers of Boston.* This letter is a no- 
ble testimony to his charitable and Christian feelings, 
and seems to me scarcely less to deserve the praise 
of being beyond the age, than the celebrated fareweD 
address of John Robinson at Leyden.f 

The congregation at Watertown, soon after its es- 
tablishment, was troubled by an altercation, of which 
notice is taken by most of the early historians. Mr- 
Richard Brown, a ruling elder of the congregation^ 
and a man of zealous temperament, had the boldness 
to avow and defend the opinion, that "the churches 
of Rome were true churches.'^ In this sentiment, at 
it would seem from the expressions used by Wln- 
throp, the Rev. Mr. Phillips concurred. Brown 
probably inainiained that the Papal church was not 
so fundamentally erroneous as to render salvation 
impossible w ithin her communion. This concession, 
which we should now regard only as an ordinary 
exercise of charity or justice, must have been ex- 
ceedingly otiensive in those times of bigotry, espe- 

cialiy as it was then made only by tha high church 



^3" *See Appendix C. 

f An interestiuft aeeonnt of Sir Richard Saltomtall ie given in an 

article on flaverliill, Hist. Coll. 2d Series, Vol IV. p. 155; where are 
likewise notif of his descen«lant<3. See also Prinre, p. 333; Hutchin- 
son, Vol. I. p. 21 j li^Iiol's Biographical Dicuouary j and Winthrop, in va- 
nous placei* 
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party in England.* The open aiowal of the opmion 
reflects no < little honor on the liberality of the elder* 
Hubbard» howeyer» is disposed to give Mr. Brown 
no credit for good motives in defending this senti^ 
ment ; it could not have come, he thinks, from hi^ 
•* charity to the Romish 'Christians," but from his 
love of dispiilation ; ** the violence of some men's 
tempers," he observes, " makes them raise debates 
when they not justly oH'er themselves, aud hke 
millstones grind one another', when tiiey want other 
grist."! lint we are not bonntl to receive the his- 
torian's interpretation of motives in this ease; and he 
himself states, that " the reformed ehurches did not 
use to rebaptize those that renounce the religion of 
Rome and embrace that of the Reformation," — a 
circumstance, which might have suggested to Brown 
considerations in favor of his view of the subject* 
Whatever may have been the grounds of the opiuion 
in the mind of the elder, as we may readily suppose, 
it was not suffered to pass without notice and repre- ' 
hension. On the 21st of July, 1631, the governor, 
deputy^governor, and Mr. Nowell (elder of the Bos- 
ton congregation), went to Watertown to confer with 
Mr. Phillips and Mr. Brown on the subject. An as- 
sembly, consisting of members from Boston and 
Watertown, was called ; and thinking, as many in 
other times have thous^ht, that truth is to be decided 
by vote, they all, except three, declared the arraigned 
opinion to be an error. But the matter did not rest 
here. Brown was neither com i need nor silenced, 
notwithstanding the power of nuinbers was against 
him. He still maintained the ground he had taken ;and 
in consequence of this, and other complaints against 
him, on the 23d, of November 1681, the Court address- 
ed a letter to the pastor and brethren of the Water- 
town congregation, advising them to consider whether 

* It was a part of one of the articles oi impeachment in the trial of 
Aiehbiihop iJaud, that he held the church of Roma to be attMeknch* 
t Pace 148. 
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itwere proper to contiaue Mr. Brown m tb9 cf 

elder* To this they replied, that if the Court would 
examine the matter and prove the allegations against 
Brown, they would do all in their power to redress 
the evil. Much division appears to have prevailed 
among the people aL Watertown, on account of this 
and otlier alleged errors of their elder ; and on the 8th 
of DecembtT botii pai Ucs went with their coinplaint3 
to the governor. Accordingly the governor, the dep- 
uty-governor, and j\lr. iVowell again repaired to Wa- 
tertown, and having called the people together, told 
them they would proceed to act either as magistrates, 
or as members oi* a neighbouring congregation, or as 
having received a reply to their letter which did not 
satisfy them. Of these three modes Mr. Phillips, the 
pastor^ selected the second, requesting them to^ sit 
merely as members of a neighbouring congregatioii, 
a choice suggested, perhaps, by jealousy of encroach- 
ment on the liberties of the charch» To thispropo^ 
s^al the governor and his associates consentedi and^ 
the subject in question was then discussed. After 
much debate and much complaint on both lades^ $t 
reconciliation for the present was effected;; they agreed 
to observe a day of humiliation and prayer ; the pas- 
tor gave thanks ; and the assembly was dismissed** 

The excitement, however, continued, if it did not 
increase, till it could be quieted only by displacing 
Brown from his station in tiie cljurcli ; and conse- 
quently, tovvaid-3 ilie end of tlie year lGo2, lie wiis re- 
moved from his office of ruliuir elder. He is described 
as a man of violent spirit, impetuous in his feelings, 
and impatient of rehnkc. But it is no more than jus- 
tice to him to remenilj(M% that during the dispute in 
. whicli he was involved, iie was douhtless exasperated 
by repjroach and severe treato^ntr and might perhaps 

♦For these particulars, see Winthrop, p. 67,95, and Hubbard, p .143. 
There u likewiM t notice of Brown** case in the valuable ^ Ecciena*- 
llMlIlMloiy orM«iMe]iwette,>'Hirt.Coll. Ut fleiko. y<d. IX. p. SI. 
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have retorted on his opponents the charge of acrimonious 
deportment. He was a man of respectabiiitj and 
importance in the town, and was the representative 
ofWatertown in the first and in several successive 
courts of deputies. It appears by the Colonj Rec- 
otdBf .that he was " allowed by the court to keep 
a feny over Charles River against his house. " Before 
he came to this country, he had been an officer in one 
ofthe churches of the Separatists (as they were called) 
in London, and was much attached to the discipline 
of that party. This circumstance renders it the 
more remarkable, that he should have entertained 
and declared the opinion concerning the Romish church, 
wliich awakened so much iiulignation among his breth- 
ren here. He rendered a praiseworthy service in 
protecting Dr. W illiam Ames and Mr. Robert Parker, 
two of the most eminent Puritan divines at that time 
in England, t by carefully secreting them and convey- 
ing them on board their vessel, so that they were en* 
abled to escape from their pursuers* 

The name of Brown stands among the foremost in 
connexion with another excitement, which happened 
in 1654. Mr. Endicott at Salem, in the earnestness 
of his zeal ajgainst Popery, caused the red cross to be 
cat out of the king's colors, with no warrant but his 
own authority. This was done, says Wintbrop, <<np- 
.on the opinion, that the red cross was given to the 
king of England by the Pope as an ensign of victory, 
and so a superstitious thing and a relique of antichrbt." 
On this occasion, Richard Brown, in the name of the 
other freemen, complained to the Court of Assistants 
against tho rash proceeding at Salem. He argued 
that it would be regarded in England as <\u act of re- 
bellion, and would draw upon the colony the displeas- 
ure of the king and the government. After scMiie 
consultation, the court agreed to send a letter to Mr. 

-f For an account of Lbese men, see NeaL*s History ofthe Puritans, 
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Emanuel DcnMilnn^, a friend of the rolony in England, 
expressing their entire disapprobation of the disrespect- 
ful transaction, and their determination to indict ade- 

auate punishment. This letter was to be shown, in or-, 
er to obviate any unfavorable impressions in the mother 
country, fiut their expressions were studiously wary ; 
for it was only the iq^propriety or imprudence of the 
actf not the principle on which it was done,^that they 
were disposed to censure. 

In-February of 1631^32,* an altercation of a po- 
litical nature occurred, which, for the spirit indicated 
by it, is well worthy of notice. It was the intention 
of the leading^ men in the colony to have made New- 
town, uuvv ( anibridge, the metropolis of the Massa- 
chusetts plantaiitm. The project was in a short time 
abaiidouud ; for amon^^ other reasons, it was soon ev- 
ident that Boston must be the chief place of com- 
merce. But while this plan was in prospect, the 
Court dett i njnied to erect a fortification at Cambridge, 
and accordingly passed an order that sixty pounds be 
levied out of the several plantations, towards making 
a palisado." f The portion of this sum, which the 
people of Watertown were required to contribute, was 
eight pounds. When the warrant for levying their 
part was sent, their pastor,- elder, and others, taking 
. alarm at what they supposed to be an unjustifiable ex- 
ercise of power, assembled the people, and delivered 
their opinions that it was not safe to pay moneys after 
that sort, for fear of bringing themselves and posterity 
into bondage.'' For this resistance they were sum- 

* Before the year 1752, when the new style took place, there was 
eometimes a confusion in flatoH. owing to the practice of bejrinning the 
year in March, so that ia some caaes a doubt arose whether January, 
February, nnd part of Mareh closed the old year, or began the new 
one. This introduced the mode of double dating as above. After the 
25th of March both modes of rnlciilfition a^ree as to the year. In trans- 
actions before the 25tb of March in any year, it will be most proper to 
give the dates as if the yenr began in Jaoaary. In thui way, the date 
abovp stated should be February, 

f r n n L r , p. 39U, where the respective parts of the several towns in Has 
tax are given. 
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moned to answer before the Governor and Assistants. 
They defended their opposition to the assessment bj 
Btatiag^ that they considered the govemment of the 
ffantatioQ, as it theo stood, simply as a mayor and 
aldermen, wlio had no power to make laws or levy 
taxes, wttiiout the consent of the people. They were 
informed, that they had misupdersiood the ^abject, 
that the government, as it was coosttluted, partook of 
the character of a parliament, and might therefore raise 
Bioney for the public expenditures in the mode which 
had been adopted. The pastor and his associates 
were either satisfied with the explanation, or deemed 
further resistance Irniilf ss and imprutkmi. Tliey ac- 
knowledged their ojiiiiion to be an error, and signed a 
recantation. In oider, I siipiio^n, to make their sub- 
mission tlie more complete, and to prevent any injuri- 
ous influence which their weiglit of character might 
have given to their opinion, they were required to 
read this confession in the assembly at Watertown 
the next Sabbath. But whether their retraction was the 
result of a change of conviction or not, the view of the 
eul^ect, on which they grounded their objection to the 
tax, was doubtless theoretically correct. The charter 
gave the Governor and Assistants no power to raise 
money I)y taxation. This power, however, was as^ 
sumed for reasons of convenience, perhaps by a mti. 
of necessity ; and the people^ finding it exercised josC«' 
ly and mildly, silently acquiesced in the assumptmn.* 
It is worthy of remark, that in this occurrence we find 
the earliest manifestation of that watchful jealousy 
of uiiautlioil/.ed taxation, which wns afterwards devel- 
oped so strongly, and with sucli sL iious consequences, 
iu the disputes between the colonics and tlie mother 
country. The grievance complained of in this ( ;ise, 
like that of the duty ou tea at a subsequent period 



* For an interesting and satisfactory eltlcidatioD of tliis point> see Mr. 
Savage's note on tiie i abject, Winthropy VoL L p. 70. 
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was m itself inconsifleraUe. In both cases, the 
opposition was aimed at the priDcipie, which was 
thought to be full of daoger, — not at the efifects of it 
ia an individuai instance, which might he trhQing.* 

Id 1632 occars the first notice of a fishery, which 
not many years ago was a profitable branch of businesa 
in the town, and is of considerable importance at the 
present day. We are informed, that in April of that year, 
" a wear was erected by Watertowii men upon Charles 
River three miles ahovc \ Uv ton u, v\ htne they took great 
store of shads." The pcriiiission to do this furnished 
Dudhiv, the disaffected deputy-governor, with an oc- 
casion of accusation arrainst the governor, to whom 
at that time h* Ixjre no j^ood will. When required to 
specify his charj^es, amonj:^ other complaints of an 
abuse of power, he demanded to be satisfied by what 
authority the gofernor " had given them of Water* 
.town leave to erect a wear upon Charles River,'' The 
governor replied, that when the people of Watertoum 
asked for permission to build this wear, he told theoOf 
as it was not within his official power to grant it, they 
most petition the Court op the subject ; but siooe the 
fishing season would be oret before the Conrt should 
bcf assembled, he advised them to proceed to their 
object without delay, assuring them that the Court 
would doubtless sanction an act so nianilcstly for the 
public benefit, and that he himself would use all his 
influence to secure their approbaiiuii of it. He further 
leinai'ked, as a justification of the proceeding, that the 
people of Roxbury had built a wear without asking 
permission of the Court. t The occasion of the appli* 
cation from the inhabitants of VVatertown on this sub- 
ject is worthy of remark. Their crop of com had 
failed the preceding Rummer; and this failure they as- 

* Hubbard, regarding only the nraount of the tax required, impliea^ 
with an air of petulance, thut, ns their share wa^ but eight pounds, the 
Wateitown people needed net to have stood eo much epoB Ifaeir Ub- . 
eriy, aa to refuse payment.*' p. 144. 

t Winthiofs VoLI.p.84. 



24 



cribed to the want of fish, which they used for manure. 
In order to secure a more plentiful supply of this kind 
of compost lor their fields, they petitioned for the 
ahovetiieiuioned piivih^ge. The use of fish for ma- 
nure was coiuiih)!! ainonir our fathers, and they are 
supposed to have leanu d n from the Indians. This prac- 
tice, it is thought, iinpoverished the soil ; and instances 
are mentioned, in which it is said to have rendered the 
land nearly useless. Whether the opiolon be weii 
founded, I must leave to others to determine. 

In the difficulties, which grew out of the intercourse 
between the Massachusetts settlers and the Indians 
by whom they were surrounded, the inhabitants of 
Watertown had no very conspicuous share* A few 
instances are related of wrongs or grievances on both 
sides. In March, 1631, Sagamore John made com- 
plaint to the Court, then in session at Watertown, of 
two wigwams being burnt by the carelessness of Sir 
^ Richard SaltonstalPs servant. The court voted that 
Sir Richard slioiild compensate the India iis for their 
loss. This he did by j^iving them seven } aids of cloth^ 
for w^hich his sei vaiii was required, at the expiration 
of his service, to pay him fifty shillin^^s sterling.* As 
the injury appears to have been undesigned, this trans- 
action indicates a solicitude to do justice to the In- 
dians, and to maintain good neighbourhood with them. 
On another occasion, one Hopkins was convicted of 
selling fire-arms, powder, and shot to an Indian, and 
was sentenced to be whipped and branded in the 
cheek* Of the danger of such a traffic with the na- 
tives, the first settlers were, with |ood reason, ex- 
ceedingly apprehensive; but ail their regulations to 
prevent it soon proved inefficacioos. 

i lie only remarkable instance of Indian vengeance, 
belonging to this narrative, was in the melancholy fate 
of John Ol(ihaii). Before the settlement at Massa- 
chusetts Bay, this man had resided in Plymouth. 

* Prince, p. 34S. 
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The violent and disgraceful oobduct, of which he ia 
coonexion with Lyford was guilty at that place, is well 
knowQ.* He was baaished from Plymouth, after 
being obliged to pass betweea two files of armed meo, 
each of whom gave him a blow with a musket» and 
bade him go and mend his manners.'^ He first went 
to Nantasket) but s(K>n after settled* at Watertown, 
and was a member of the congregation there at the 
time of his doath. He had eithci" learned wisdom 
from experience, and become a reloiiiied man, or, as 
has been thought hy some, his faults were greatly 
exaggerated by the Plymouth j)eople ; for alter his 
removal to VVatertown, he was highly respected, and 
was a deputy from the town in tlie first General Court 
in 1632. lie became a distinguished trader among 
the Indians, and in 1636 was sent to traflic with them 
at Block island. The Indians got possession of Old* 
ham's vessel} and murdered him in the most barlm- 
rons manner. The fact was discovered by one John 
Gallop) who on his passage from Connecticut was 
obliged by change of wind to bear up for Block Island. 
He recognised Oldham's vessel, and, seeing the deck 
full of Indians, suspected there had been foul pUiy. 
After much exertion and management, he boarded 
her, and found the body of Oldham cut and mangled, 
and the head cleft asunder. Two boys, and two 
Narraganset Indians, who were with Oldhiuii, the 
* murderers had spared. This atro( ious deed excited 
great indignation in the Massac hu^etts seiiiements, 
and was one of the immediate causes of the celebrated 
Pequot war, in which that brave and lierce tribe was 
entirely extinguished. f 

Instances of superstition, sufiiciently amusing at the 
present day, are of course to be found in the annals 

*Sce the partirulars in Morton^t J^tw Ens^land\i M'-morial, p. 112, 
&c., rtnd in Baylies^ Memoira of Phpnouth Cohny^ Vol. I. Chap. 8. 

f Wintlirop, Vol. I.' p. 189, and Hutchinson, Vol I pp. 59, 75, &c. Of 
the combined forces for the Pequot war tlip Mnssachiisetts colony sup- 
plied liH) men, aad of Ihia number VVatertuwu iuriiished lourteen. 
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of this period. Wiuthrop tells us, that at Watcrtown 
there was (i» the view of divers witnesses) a great 
combat l)etween a mouse and a snake ; aud, after a 
long light, the mouse prevailed and killed the snake. • 
The pastor of Boston, Mr. Wilson, a very sincere, holy 
man, hearing of it, gave this interpretation ; " that the 
snake was the devil ; the tnouse was a j)oor contempt- 
ihle people, which God had brought hither, which 
should overcome Satan here, and dispossess him of his 
kingdoni." Such pious ioterpretatioDS were the fash- 
ion of the age, and by no means peculiar to New 
Englaod. We shall be induced to forbear front a smile 
of coDtempt at our Puritan fathers on this occasion, 
when we find Archbishop Usher, one of the most pro- 
found scholars of his own or of any times, and Dr. 
Samuel Ward^ president ol Sidney College and Marga- 
ret reader of divinity lectures, gravely intimating to 
. each other in their correspondenee, that there must be 
some portentous meanin£i: in the eirciunstaiu e oi a book, 
entitled " A Pr(!paraiioii U) tlie Cross," being found in 
the riiaw of a cod-iish, which was sold in the nuuket 
at Cambridge.* 

It seems a very remarkable complaint, so early as 
1635, that all the towns in tiie i)av beiian to be 
much straitened by their own nearness to one another, 
and ihv'iv cattl§ being so much increased." This is 
said to be accounted for by the government having at 
fir^t required every man to lire within half a mile 
from the meeting-house in his towi|.t The want of 
Toom appears, from some cause, to have been pecu- 
liarly felt in Watertown; and on several oocasionB 
' the inhabitants emigrated and formed new settlements. 
The first ot these was In 1635, at the place afterwaid 
• dialled Weathersfield in Connecticut, where, as we are 
told, some people of Watertown, before they had 
obtained leave to go bejond the jurisdictioii oi the 

^Soe Aikia'b.Iifn of lolm flel^eiijjllaa^ and Abp. tTdMr^ p. dl iT. 
taeeMr.Ssfife'iiBOte, Wistbro^ Vol. U. p. m 
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Massachusetts goveroment, Cook the opportunity of 
seizing a brave piece of meadow." This brave piece 

- of meadow, it seems, was coveted likewise by their 
neighbours of Cambridge, some of whom, being about 
to remove, had fixed their eyes upon liiis attractive 
spot, and were vexed at having been anticij)ated in the 
possession of it. The consequence was not a little 
contentiou and ill-will. Indeed the Watertovvn plan- 
tation at Weathersfield was a scene of dissension, both 
within and without. In the course of three or four 
je^rs, the church at tba( place^ which consisted of but 
seyeii members, fell into such a state of discord^ that 
the parent church at Watertown thought it necessary 
to aend two of their wmbm to confer with them* 
Mr. Darenport and others of New Haven were also 
called in fo effect a reconciliation ; but in rain ; the 
dissension was not quelled for many years.* 

Some scanty notices occur, which indicate the condi- 

- tion and management of affairs in Watertown at this 
early j)(>i iod of its history. It appears from the town 
records, that a vigilant attention to the general inter- 
ests of the settlement was required of every individual: 
for in 1639 it was ordered, "if any of the freemen 
be absent from any public town meeting, at the time 
appointed, sufficient warning being given, he shall 
forfeit for every time to the town 2s. 6d." In the 
same year, it was ordered, that " the two fairs at 
WatertowQ, the one upon the first Friday of the 4th 
month, the other upon the first Friday of the 7th 
month, shall be kept upon the trayniog-place,"— an 
intimation that there must have been more business 
in the town* than one would expect at so early a date* 
Soon after this, an order is found in the records, by 
which the meeting-house is appointed for ^ watch- 
house to the use of the town,"t and which may lead 

«Httbb«n|, pp. 177, 307, 314. 

fllero is the first mention of avi i fhifr-house in tlir tnwn. It is 
pretty well aftcevtained, that it stood on u rising ground iielwe^a the 
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to the inference, that it was thoiio^ht necessary to 
tiiaiiitHin a patrol in the nighty probably for fear of the 
Indians. t 

Mr. Phillips was the sole minister of Watertown till 
1639. In that year the Rev. John Knnwles, "a 
godly man and a prime scholar," arrived in New 
England, and on the 19th of December was ordained 
second pastor of the Watertown church in connexion 
with Mr. Phillips. The peculiarity of the proceeding 
on this occasion drew upon the church the notice and 
animadversion of their brethren in other places. At 
that time it was the custom, when two were associat- 
ed in the ministry in the same place, to induct one 
into office as pastoi\ and ilie other as teacher. This 
ecclesiastical distinction, whatever it was, seems to 
have been deem(^d important by many. But Mr. 
Knowles, as nell as Mr. rhillips, was ordaiised as 
pastor : * so that the Watertow n church bad two 
pa&tors^ and no teacher, which was thought to be a 
censurable anomaly. Another irregularity was, that 
at the ordination of Mr. Knowles no notice was given 
of the transaction to the neighbouring churches, nor to 
the magistrates. It was conducted wholly as an affair 
of their own, and by themselves. This mode of pro* 
ceeding was probably owing to a very jealous solici-' 
tude to maintain and to manifest their entire ecclesias- 
tical independence. The Congregational principle, 
which recognises in every religions society the right 
to choose and ordain its own ministers (thouj^h the 
assistance of others, by a general and laudable custom. 



houses of Deacon Moses Coolidge and Mr. Daniel Sawin, on the north 
side of the road to Cambridge. There waa a common befbro it, which 

was used as a trainipg-field. 

*Dr. Kendal is therefore incorrect in Bsyinfr that Mr. Knowles 
" WQS teacher with Mr. Phjllips." Cent. Discourse, p. 22. The fact, 
that he was not so^ was the very ground of corop]aint It is true he is 
called teacher in Palmers TVonconforinlgta* M«»inorial ; but surely the 
statement of Winthrop (II. 18), and othfrs of tho parly Now England 
.writers, is of higher authority with regard to a matter which came under 
their personal Knowledge. 
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k requested on such occasions, as a matter of courtesy 
and iVUowshi))), was doubtless espoused and defended 
hy Mr. Phillips, whose notions conceinin^ subjects ot 
this sort were for some time regarded wiih susj/icioo, 
and who was unsupported in his views till Mr. Cotton 
arrived and gave his sanction to the same principles. 
It is probable, that Mr. Phillips was willing to carry 
his theory into practice, at the ordination of his col- 
league, and persuaded his church to adopt the course 
for which they were blamed. The ri^jht, which th<?y 
assumed, in proceed in i^: without giviji^r notice to other 
churclies, appears nut to have been generally recognis- 
ed at that time.* 

Mr. Knowles did not long remain at Watertown. 
In 1G42, in company with othcn* elerpjymen he went 
to Virginia, in consequence ot the earnest intrea- 
ties ol some people in that colony, that their spiritual 
wants might be supplied by faithful ministers from 
New England. Mr. Phillips had been requested 
to go on this distant service; but he declined the 

* See the case of the Maiden church {in 16"^I). Hubbard, p. 550. 
With respect to the distinction of office in the ministry, before mention- 
ed, Lechford in treating of the eceleetastieal usages of the Massachus- 
etts colony has the tbllowinnr remarks: "Generally, for the most part, 
they hold the Pastors and Teachers ot£ces to be distinct ; the Teacher 
to minister a word of knowledge, the Pastor a word or wiadome ; but 
SOOie tiold tlicin all one ; as in the chnrcd of Watertown there are twe 
pastors, neither will lliat clnirch send any mrsscng-ors to any other 
Churcb-gatbering or ordination." Plain Dealing, p. 4. What Lech- 
ford mennt by Ihe vmrd of knotdfdge and ward xfmadom^ as designate 
ing separate duties, I confess myself unable to comprehend. Proba- 
bly the distint tion hotween pastor and tcnrhrr, founded on Ephesinns, 
iv. 11., was at no time very clear or well defined. If the one was de- 
voted chiefly to parochial dtities, while the pecttliar bosiness of the other 
was to study and expound the instructions of sacred truth, or if, as has 
been said, the teacher's office wns prini ipally to explain doctrines, while 
the pastor was to enforce them with suitable counsels and exhortations, 
it is easy to see that their respective duties would be contiuually ranning 
into each other, and that, as llio line of separation could not be rnn -h 
observed in practice, tlic; distinction would soon l)ecome merely tiluhir. 
Such doubtless was the case ; and it may be presumed that pastor and 
teacher sastsined towards ea<*h other, iii fact, only the relation of col- 
JeajTues or assistants, with no spn ifi department belonging to each. 
On this subject, see Mr. Savage's note, Winthrop, 1. 3i, and Hist CoU. 
let Series, Vn. 271. 
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lAvitaUopy and his colleague took his place. K^wlas 
and his awisUnts were heartily welcomed by the 
people ia Virginiay and their preaching was blessed 
with ao abundant succefti. But the Episcopaliao 
iafluencei which prevailed io the governtneat of that 
' province, soon put a stop to their labors* As they 
wouM not cooform to the orders and usages of the 
church of England, they were compelled to leave 
Virginia. Mr. Knowles returned to Massachusetts, 
and >vas again in the ministry at Watertovvn, associat- 
ed with Mr. Phillips's successor. He continued ihi;re 
bui a short tiiiie, and then returned to Engkind after 
an absence of more than eleven years. Few men 
were held in so high resjiect for pietv. learning, and 
talents. He was a native of Lincolnshire, and after 
having been a student at Magdalen College, Cam- 
bridge, was chosen fellow of Katherine-Hall in 1625, 
In this situation he was employed as a tujtor, aud had 
at 006 time forty pupils, many of whom afterwards 
became distinguished as members of parliament^ or as 
eminent preachers. In a moment of weaknessi he 
suffered himself to join others in giving a vote for one of 
Archbishop Laud's bell-ringers, who had been proposed 
as candidate for a fellowship in Magdalen College, — 
an act which he never remembered, or spoke of, but 
with sorrow and repentance. Some time after, he 
received an invitation to be lecturer at Colchester, 
which he accepted, and performed the tliities of the 
office with great abilitv and success. In that ])lace 
he fornietl an intiniatt; acquaintance with the ilvv, 
John Rogers of Dedham, one of the most gifted and 
awakening preachers of his age.* He was u ith him 
at his death, and preached his funeral sermon. Ahout 
this time, the schoolmaster's place at Colchester 
became vacant, and Mr* Knowles used his influence 



♦This was t!»c man of wliom Bishop Brownrigge usrul to say, — " Mr. 
Rogrrs rtoes mora good witb his mU mte§ tban w« (the biinoptj wiUi 
our set fiMMtc.** . 
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to have a person clioseii m opposition to the recom- 
meiulalion ot" Laud. On this account, the Aichhishop 
was so an^rry, that he would sutler liini to remain there 
no longer; and as his license was revoked, he departed 
for New England. Alter his return to his native 
country, he was a preacher ia the cathedral at Bristol, 
and wa^ useful and greatly respected* Being one of 
the manjt ^ho were silenced bj the act of uniformity, 
he went 4o London, and there preached in prrrate. 
He remaiued ia the city during the desolattug plague 
in 1665, fearless of danger, aixl rendered great serrice 
by his labors and visits in that distressing extremity. 
In 1672 he became a colleague with the Rev. Tho^ias 
Kentish, and preached at St. Kathetine's. The 
attachment of Mr. Knowles to the duties of his profes- 
sion was strong, ami unshaken by suffering. It was 
his fate to meet persecution and severe trials, while 
in London; and to the sug^^estions of liis friends, who 
were ahnnied for his safety, he used to reply, — "In 
truth I had rather be in a jail, where 1 niii^ht have a 
number of souls, to whom 1 might preach the truths 
of my blessed Master, than to live idle in my own 
house, without any such opportunities." It is said 
he was so ferv^ent and earnest, that he sometimes 
preached till he fainted and fell down* He died 
on the iOth of April, 1685, at a very advanced age.* 



* * Mather (Magnal. Book iii. Chap. 3) and Johnson (Wonder-Wurk- 
ing Provideiicfik Book ti. Cba|». 15^ »nd iii. 1 1,) have, each in his usual 
style, g-iven an account of Mr. Knowles nnd his doings. See also VVin- 
throp, It. pp. lUf 78, 96 J Palmer's NoncoaforniisU' Memorial, ii. 349; 
ajid Wilson'i History tnd Aiitiquiti«e of Diwenting Churches, I. 154. 
KdowIcs's letters to Gov. Leverett in 1674 and 1677, Evincing the inter-- 
est he felt in the colony ami in Harvard College, may he fonnd in Hutch. 
ColL 447, 514. Other letters from him arc published in iiidL (Joli., 3d 
fiories,!. 69| 65.— >Ijichford*8 passing aotiee of him leads us to inler, 
tivit be was thought to be peculiar in some of his ideas conceniiiig 
ecrlcsiastiod matters: "And also T retnemhcr Master Knolles, now 
one of the pastoral at Watertowne, when be tirst came to be admitted at 
Boston, never made any mention, in bis profeswoo of ftith, of ao^ offi- 
cers of the church ia particulax', or their duties; and yet was received.'' 
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The mode of supporting ministers gave rise, about 
this tiiiK % to some dispute. In Hostoii, and for some 
years in oih(;r places, thoir supjiort was derived lioui 
voluntary weekly contributions.* But this was fouiKl 
to be too precarious a dependeoce, and in many places 
recourse was had to taxation. The introduction of 
this mode g^ve great offence to those, who did not 
like to be compelled to-pay for the maintennnce of the 
clergy. Among others, <^one Brisroe of Watertown" 
was so indignant at the supposed grievance, that he 
wrote, and circulated privately, a book against this 
way of supporting ministers. This booky of which I 
presume no copy is now to be found, assumed a tone 
not only of argument, but of severe and bold reproach. 
The iiKigistraies thought, that such au olTeiice was not 
to be overlooked. Briscoe was summoiK d before the 
Court, and acknowledged his fault in tin iisr ( i coDtu- 
melious expressions, and indeed in havinii published 
the book before he had presc iit( d his complaints on 
the snl)jeet to the proper authorities. lie was fined 
ten pounds, and one of his publishers was lined forty 
shilling8.t 

* So says Hutcbiuson, I. S7Cu The notice which Josaelyn takes of 
those cootributions; af he witnetsetl them, w loo carions tooe omitted. 
Ai^er remarking that the elergy lived upon the bounty of their bear« 

ers," he proceeds to the following particulars: " t)n Sundays in the 
afternoon, when Sermon is ended, the people in the Galleries come 
dowDt and march two abreast op one De and down the other, until they 
come before the desk, for Pulpit they hove none ; before the desk is a 
lon*j pue where the EIrfers nnd Deacons sit, one of vhvm with a mony 
box in his hand, into which the people, as tbey pass, put their otiferiug, 
some a shilling, some two shillings, half a Crown, five shillings, accord- 
ing to their ability and good will ; after tliis, they conclDue witli i 
Psalm." ^^ccatint of Two Voynixes to N'tw "En^and, p. 180. It is 
easy to see that cases would not he infrequent, iu which the " good will " 
woold by no mcaiis be equal to the ability.*' 

f Winthrnp, TI. 9:i, anil Hubbard, 4 12. See appendix D. This book ex- 
cited no little commotion. Hubbard gives vent to his indignation against 
Briscoe by saying, that such an absurd reasoner " fuste potius erudi- 
cottusquara argumento." Mr. Briscoe was a tanner ; and the year he- 
fore this dispute, his barn was burnt, which was deemed a retribution 
for bis refusin<r " to let his neighbour have leather for corn, saying-he 
had corn enuuo ij." However churlish or unkind this refoaal might urve 
heen, yetsuraly here was no d5gwit» stniMce noifitf. Bat these ys w a l 
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• The disposition to cm iterate stili continued among 
the Watertown people. Jn l6^^J[homas Majhew, 
whose name appears very early among set- 
tlers of Watertownt a»d who in the year just men- 
tioned vm chosen one of the Sdectmeo (as the office 
wns afterwards designated), began the settlement of 
Martha's Vineyard, and removed his family thither* 
Lord Stirling iaid claim to this and other islands* 
From his agent, James Forett, Majhew had, on the 
KHjtk of October, 1641, obtained^ a grant of tiw land, 
and he was for many years governor of the island. 
His son, Thot nas M ay hew Jr., was pastor of the 
church gathered there. This name is mach and de- 
servedly hoiioicd iii iliu annals of New England. 
From these ancestors descended tht; ilev. Jonathan 
Ma} hew of Jinston, one of the most enlightened theo- 
logians and must energetic patriots our county has 
ever produced.* 

Another plantation was commenced, by some of the 
people of Watertown, at Nashaw nv, which was called 
Lancaster. But the settlement was unprosperouS) 
and its progress slow.f 

On the first of Jiilj, 1644| died the Rev. George 
Phillips. The loss was heavily felt not only bj the 
town, but bj the colony in general ; fpr he was one 
of their best and most venerable men* He was bom 
at Raymond, in the county of NorfbUt, England. 
Having given early indications of deep piety, uncom* 
moQ ti£nt8, and love of learning, his parents sent 
him to the university,} where he distinguished himself 
by remarkable progress in his studies, especially in 

judgments were qfiite common, aeeording to the interpretation of tbiogs 
in those f^syR. Another instance may be tband inthe oaieof "one 
Shaw at W&tertown." Winthrop, I. p. fXXk 

•WkuafB Aiinals, Vol. L p. 265, aad Hatelinwoo, VcL t p. 15L 
An intaraMBjg memorial of the Mayliewa ki to be found in Hut ColL* 
2d Series, Vol. IIL p. 66. 

tUolmes'0 Aanals, VoL I. p. 273» and WinUirop, Vol. IL p. 161. 

iPiinoe (fk 975) suppoNi it to hm bees tbe Unifenity of Caa>- 
bndfo. 
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thedlogieal studies, to which he manifested an early 
partialitj. He was settled in the ministry at Boxsted, 
SnfibllL,* and his strong attachment to the principles 
of the old Nonconformists brought him into difficulty 
with some of his hearers. They laid their complaints 
on this subject beibro Mr. ilogc^rs, of Dedham, who 
gave this honorable lestiiiinny of his confidence in his 
highly esteemed fellow-laborer, that "he believed 
Mr. Phillij)s would preach nothing without some eood 
evidence for it from the word of God." As the storm 
of peisecution i^rew darker and more threateninL^ Mr. 
rhillips resolved to take his lot with the Puritans, 
who were about to depart* for New England. He 
joined the company, who arrived in 1630. * On board 
the vessel, by his religious ministrations^ (as Gov. 
Winthrop testifies in a letter written at that, time) 
he <^ gave very good content to all the company, as he 
did in all his exercises, so a^ they had much cause to 
bless God for him." Soon after his anriTali he was 
smitten with deep affliction in the loss of his wife, 
who, though an only danghter, had left her parents, 
to share cheerfully and affectionately the sufferings of 
her husband. She died at Salem, and was buried by 
the side of the lady A r be Ha Johnson, "who," ;is Mather 
says, "also took New Englnud in her way lo heaven." 
The ministry of Mr. Philiips at Watertown was 
fruitful of relitiio is blessin^js to his liock, aud he gave 
him.ndf to his work with un\vearied assiduity and 
devout zeal. His church expressed very happily and 
laudably their afiectionate respect for the memory of 
their pastor, by providing for the education of hid eld- 
est son, Samuel Phillips, who was afterward the min- 

* There is Ho little confui^iou in Ihe old writers respecting thig place 
ofPbillips's ministry. " Mr. Hubbnrd"(says Prince, p. 375)'' styles Un 
an able 'ind fnitlifiil ministor of tlio Gospel at Boxated in -Essex, near 
Groton in SiitTolk : but lioxford being in JSuffolk, and Boxsted in Essex, 
and both near Groton,! suppose thatBoxford, in Dr. C. Mather is a mi»- 
take of the printer." Prince, in correetiog Mather about the town, has 
himself fallen into an error rxhoui the COmityj ftr Boxgted ia in Suffi>lk 
about 60 miles, N. K. from London. 
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isterof Rowley. Mr. Phillips is said to have been an 
able eontroversial writer. One of his liearers obtained 
from him a written copy of arguments, whieh he had 
used in conversation concerning the baptism of infants 
and church discipline, and sent it to England where it 

-was printed, accompanied with an answer. Mr, Phil- 
lips thought it necessary to take notice of this booi(, 
and he published a Reply to a Confutation of 

' some Grounds of Infant Baptism ; as also concerning 
the Form of a Church, put forth against me by one 
Thomas Lamb." A prei^ce for this work was written 
by the Rey. Mr. ShefNird of Cambrid<;e. I have been 
able to discover no copy of this publication, and I pre- 
sume it is not now^ to be found. Phillips also engaged 
in a controversy, by letter, with his neii^hbour Mr. 
Shepard, on some points of church discij)line. The 
discussion is said to have been tlistins^uished bv enndor 
and urbanity on both sides, but was never pui ili^hed. 
This subject was one, in which the minister of VVater- 
.town was deeply versed and pecularly skihul. He 
was the earliest advocate in Massachusetts for the 
Congregational order and discipline ; and his views 
were for a time regarded as novel and extreme.* Ho 
seems to have been more thorough and decided in 
renouncing the ecclesiastical forms of the churcli of 
£ngland| than others were at that time ; for he declar* 
ed» that if they would have him stand minister by 
that calling, which he received from < the prelates in 
England, , he would leave them.'^f It is mentioned 

* " It is said that Mr. Phillips of Watertown was at the first more 
acquainted with the way of charch discipline, since owhed by Congre- 
mtiooal churches ; but, being then withoat any to stand by am « 
(for v. ce to him that is alotio), lit; met with much opposition from some ^ 
ol'the magistrates, till tlie time that Mr. Cotton came into the counUy, 
who by his preaching and practice did by degnoB monld all their chunUi 
administrations into the very same form, which Mr. Phillijts labored to 
have introilurnd into the churches before." Hubbard, p. 18(>. 

f This is staled on the authority of a letter from Ssjmuel FuUer, the 
physidan of PlymoQUi, found in Gov. Bradford^e Letter Book. 8eo 
Hist. Ck>lL let Series, Vol. III. p. 74. And yet, notwitlistanding this appa- 
leotly uncompromising spirit, the atm of Phillipe is found nmoDg the 
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m a siogularitj ia Mr. PbilUps't ecobnitieal oondoet,' 
that he administered the ordumnoes to tbe drarclies in 
Boitooy when* their pastor Wilson had gone to Eag- 
laod; for, strai^e as it may seem, thm right of a 

minister to administer the ordinances to any church 
but his own, was at that time so much denied or 
doubted, that Phillips is said to have been the only 
man, who was willing to venture upon such an 
exercise of the sacied office. Mo was evidently a 
inan of lirmness and independence, conscientious in 
formini^ and fearless in maintaining his opinions. He 
was noted for his learning in the original languages of 
the Scriptures, which he is said to have read through 
six times every year, and to have remarked that he 
always foand something new in them. It is recorded 
of him, with beautiful simplicity, that be was <*a 
godly man, speeiaUy gifted, and veiy poaeeful in his 
place, much iiunented of his own people aad othem*'* 
Thare is a tiadidoo, that he lived in ibe home now 
ooenpied by Mr. Daniel Sawin, opposita the old buiy*- 
ing-ground. Among his dascendaDta was the late 
Hon. William Phillipa of Bostoot Lieiit» Governor pf 
this Commonwealth.* 

Mr. Phillips's successor in the ministry at Water- 
town was the Rev. John Sherman. The date oi his 
settlement cannot he ascertained. Our rccojds make 
no mention of the transactions concerning it. We 
only know from them, that he was in the pastoral 
office in the town as early as 1648. In that year is 
recorded a grant of 120 pounds, to be equally divided 

■nbtcfibento the well known and interesting letter writteii onboard the 
Arbelk, in which so much of k indaew 9stA mpeet » a i aii w t e d tnwmfai 

tbe church of England. 

•The most ample aocouBt of Mr. Phillips ia siren by Mather, (Mag- 
nal. Book iii. Chap. 40 fromrlileheliiers hnve for the most part drawti 
their information. The sorry muse of Johnson (Wonder- Working' - 
Providenc6| Book i. Chap. 23,) has endeavoured to £^race his name with 
a weU meuit eflbsioB of panegyric. Fre<|tient ncrnces of bin oecvr in 
Winthrop. Eliot &> Allen (Biographical Dictionaries) have given short 
acoooats of bim. nko Hnlmn?'^ Aimalfli VoL I« p» fG6, and Brook's 
UfM of the Puritan^} Vol. li. p. 4d3. 



4)etweeii him and Mr. Knowles, who was then associ- 
ated with him in the ministry. Mr. Sherman came 
to New England in 1634, and preached at Watertown 
as an assistaot to Mr. Phillips for a few weeks only. 
The furst sennon he delivered was on a daj of thanks- 
giviDg, kept by the people of the town in the open air 
under a tree. There were seTeral clergjrmen jNresent ; 
and, we are told, they wondered exceedingly to hear 
a subject 80 aecorately and excellently handled bj one, 
who had nefer before performed ai^ rach pabHc 
service." Shortly after this, he removed to New 
Haven, and was earnestly requested to settle as a 
colkague at Milford. This invitation he declined 
from motives of delicacy towards the person who was 
already settled in that place. He then, for a uliile, 
quitted his professional duties entirely, weni into civil 
life, and was chosen a magistrate of the colony. In 
this office he continued two or three years. After 
the decease of Mr. Phillips, the rhnrch at Watertown, 
anxious to form a permanent connexion with a man, 
whose services, fictf the short time he was among them, 
had been so very acceptable, invited Mr. Sherman to 
become their pastor* He returned to the duties of 
the sacred office, and accepted the invitation, though 
about the same tinae he was solicited to settle in ihe 
ministry by one choicfa in Bpslon, ftnd by more than 
one chnieh m London. 

The contest between the king and the Pariiament, 
by which England vras at this time oonvolsed, excited 
of course a very lively interest in New England. The 
feelings, which the people had brought to this western 
world, would not suffer them to be neutral in such a 
coufliet ; and they would naturally espouse with 
zeal the cause of the Parliament. One Jenyson, 
however, who was captain of a military company at 
Watertown, and a man of considerable repute, seems 
not to have sympathized with the general feeling on 
this subject; He ventured, in conversation to call in 
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question the hwfuloess of the proceediogs of the £Bg« 
Iwh Parliament ; and for this ofiensive freedom of 
speech he was in 1644 cited to answer -before the 
magistrates* He did not deny that he entertained 
scruples respecting the conduct of the Parltament, but 
complained that he should have been so suddenly 
called to answer in public for a mere matter of opinion, 

• bdore anv iiujuiiies had been made, or auv conversa- 
tion held with him, in a private and friendly way. 
The Court were cons(uuus tiiat they had proceeded too 

' rashly with him; but still they Icared that with such 
opinions he w ould be an unsafe man to hold a military 
commission, though he acknowledged the Parliament 
party to be the better and more honest men, and was 
only not quite sure that, if he were in £nglaiid, be 
should feel authorized to appear in arms against bis 
king. One would suppose^ that this expression of 
loyalty was sufficiently guarded and moderatOt to 
sare Capt* Jenyson from the censure of his brethren. 
Bat such was the spirit of the timeS) that be found it 
prudent to retract even this testimony of allegiance to 
bis sovereign ; and after the court had given him time 
to consider the subject, he satisfied them by declaring 
that, on further examination, he believed the cause of 
the Parliament to be entirely just, and that, if he vvcie 
in England, he would enga«;e in its defence. 

In the year \G\1 there occurs, in the town records, 
the first notice of some complaint and difliculty about 
what was called " the remote meadow." vSome al- 
leged that their portion of it was not laid out, and 
others that what was assigned to them was bad. The 
remote meadow was probably some tract of land in 
the distant western part of the town, of which a di- 
vision had been made among the first settlers on some 
principle deemed equitable. It is likely that the in- 
terfering claims and jealousies, which are common 
in such cases, caused much dissatisfsM^tion. From the 
transactions at the town meetings, it appears that the 
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meadow land was a source of imeasiiiesSy .and a sub-* 
ject of votes, for several years. 

At a meeting of " the seven men," or Selectmen, on 
the 2bth of December, 1647, " Mr. Biscoe and Isaac 
Stearnes were chosen to consider how the bridge over 
the river shall be builf» and to 'agree with the work- 
men for the doing of it* according to their best discre- 
tion." This is the earliest mention of a bridge over 
Cbaries river at Watertown* Till this timey we may 
presume, the stream had been croeeed only by ferries. • 
it has already been mentioned, that Rkbaiil Brown 
was empowered by the court to keep a ferry opposite 
his house. The first bridge was doubtless a rude and 
temporary structure. Twenty years after the above 
tiatt , liic land " npon the meeting-house common"' 
was ordered to be sokl to defray the expense of a 
bridge at the mill, which was "to be built with 
baskets; " and the selectmen were directed " to order 
the number of baskets, and the plan and manner of 
placing them." 

The term here used in relation to the architecture 
of the bridge, I have been informed, was employed to 
designate certain frames of wood, hke boxes, pkced 
at regular distances, filled with stones, and connected 
by timbers. Perhaps the term was borrowed from mil- 
itary afiaire; At sieges, use has sometimes been made 
of badtets filled with earth, and ranged on the top of 
the parapet. These are about a foot and a half in 
height, about the same in diameter at the top, and 
eight or ten inches at bottom ; so that, when set to- 
gether, they leave a sort of embrasures at the bottom. 
It would seem from subsefjuent notices, that the bridge 
spoken of in tlie above (extract was not designed for 
the passage of carriages of anv kind, but was merely a 
foot or horse brid2:e. At that early period, commodities 
were transported ahnost entirely in panniers on horse- 
back. Wheel-carriages were very rarely, if ever, 
used ; and when they did pass the river, they doubt- 
less forded it, as may now be done at low tide. With 
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this loot or hone bridge the people were Mtisfied for 
more than fifty years after this date* It was pieced a 
few lods farther down the stfeam, than the pramt 
bridge* 

It is reooided in 16479 that the town disposed of 
their right b the palisado tlfet inclosed the wou^e - 
pen.^^ I know not what we are to understand bj 

du? wolf pen," unless it were an enclosure surround^ 
ed by a hie:li and strong defence, into which the sheep 
and cattle were driven for security hum Uuj wolves in 
the night, and which was owned and used by all the 
town in coinmon. 

At a mLctiiig of the seven men in 1048, it was 
"ordered that Mr. Biscoe and John Sherman* shall 
mark certaine trees in the highway with a that 
shall continue for shade; and fhit whosoever skdi 
fall anj trees so marked shall forfeit 18 shiiiiogs to 
the town for every tree so fiiiUen«'' It is somewhat 
lemarkable) that such a provision should have been 
made only eighteen years after the first settlement of 
the pkkce. The , example is worthy of imitation. 
There are few thuigs* which contribute more to the 
beauty and comfort of a village, than rows of trees by 
the road side ; and it is a matter of surprise and re- 
gret, that a mode of improvement so agreeable to good 
taste, and attended with so little expense or trouble, 
ishuuld be so much neglected at the present da} . 

In 1649 a vote was passed to build a school-house. 
Wheiliei (his was the first school-liouse erected in the 
town, cannot be ascertained. Schools had been kept, 
and teachers employed, several years before this time. 
At the same meetings it was agreed to build a gallery 
in the meeting-house. Before and about this time, 

* The name of this individual appears frequently in the transactions 
of the tovv u from ilie beginning, and he seems to have been in hij^h 
repute. Whether tJtMte was a naoilT nktion between him and the 

Mcv. Jolni Sherman, I know not. There prrbubly wns. however; for 
they both cuuio from the same place, Dedham in England. He heltj l 
at (ufierent ^mea the offices of captain, town derk, and repreaentilifti 
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votes were likewise passed about the mill; and in 
165S it was ordered that the null shall he rated to 
the ministry for this ye;iri at a hundred and lortj 
pounds.'' 

At a public town meeting held in October, 1654, a 
moFement was made> though it scMnns to hare proved 
ineffectual, towards erecting a new house of worship. 
It was*^ ordered by the inhabitants that there should 
be a new meeting-house builded." The; fixed upon 
the. place wheveit should stand, and voted to raise 
160 pounds *Mo begin the work withal.'* It was 
likewise ordered, ^* that Cambridge meet! house shall 
be our pattern in all points." Soon after this an agree- 
ment was made by the Selectmen with John Sherman 
to build a ineeting-house for the town, "like unto 
Cambridge in all points." It was to be iiiiished by 
the last of September, 1656, and Mr. Sherman was to 
jreceive for it four hundred pounds, together with 
some parts of the old house. From notices of votes 
at subsequent meetings in 1654, it appears there was 
difficulty or disagreement about the place, where the 
new house should stand ; and at last this point was 
left " to the determination of three of the honoured 
Magistrates^'' whose decision was to be final. But| 
notwithstanding these preparatory measuies, the meet- 
ing-house was not built. The purpose was abandon* 
ed for the present ; but was resumed at difiimnt pe^ 
finds afterward, till it was accomplished.* 

* As JohoMiiV Wmt4tt*Wm1ting Praniimm ww piifaliibed in 1054, 

the following extract seems to belong to this place. He described 
WntprtowiLas " pcitnate upon one of thehranchps of Chnrlcs River, a 
iruiUull plat, and ot large extent, watered with many pleas^aiit springs 
and wmm riTtdeli, moniiig Uko veinM throuslMNit ber body, which hath 
caused her inhabitants to scatter in such manner, that thnir Sabl)ath- 
Assemblies prove very thin, if the season favour not, and hath made 
this great towne (consisting of ItiO families) to shew nothing deligbt- 
full to the eye in any place." B. I. ch. 23. If the latter i>art of Uiis 
dopcription bo correct, perhaps it may furnish an explanation of the 
abovcmcntioned attempt to have :i ne w mectirnj-house ; for if the pop- 
ulation were thus scattered, a great part of Lhem must have found it 
ftiy^faHQBvtBitBt to ajKMid wonhip in « hoQn litiwtod ttHif •atHni 

6 
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In 1662, " the proprietors' of the fimnlMids^ are 
meDtioned as hoMin^ separate meetings for the 
tation of certain afj^irs of their own. By this desig- 
nation is doubtless meant the same part of the tovvu, 
the inhabitants of which, as will be seen, were after- * 
wards called The FarmerSy and which is now Weston. 

It would seem that, at this early [HMiod, the meet- 
ing-house was not divided into pews, held by individ- 
uals as their property, it was probably filled with 
long and undivided seats, which were considered as 
the commoii property of the whole town, and in whkh 
places were assigned to individuals and families ae- 
cording to some authorized anrangement. That sneh 
was the case would appear, at l^st, from th^ record 
of a towB-meeting in 1663, when a committee made 
their return of what tbe^ had jointly agreed 
about the seating of the inhabitants in the meetittg«< 
house ; which being twice readmit was accepted by the 
town." At the same time, it was ordered, ** that the 
next Sabbath day every person shall take his or her 
seat appointed to them, and not go into any other scat .- 
where others are placed ; and if one of the inhabitants 
shall act contrary, he or she shall for the first offence 
be reproved by the deacons ; and for the second 
offence to pay a fine of two shillin[j;s, and the bk(; 
fine for every offence alter." The provision on this 
subject was extended still further, by ordering that 
for the future Nathaniel Treadaway and Joseph Tayn- 
ter, with the deacons, are chosen and empowered te 
act in all emergent occasions', to place people in the . - 
meeting^hoose, as need do requure."* 

extremity of so largo a settlement. What Johnson means by placing 
Watertown onont qftht branches of Charles Kiver, I cannot tell ; he 
blundered in fSbm itateaieiit, and it is to be hoped that he bkrodei«d in 
aay 1 1 Hj^ the town praaentad ** noCliing didlgiitflu to the eye in any place.** 
* The watchfnl rnro of onr ancestors to secure the quiet and good 
order of the Sabbath services from all annoyances, is manifest from the 
lUDowing amusing notice, at the aame meetiut/ with Hm ebofv t ** noafr* 
aa Whitney wae chosen to take ceM tiiat no dogs come into AeMMl^ 
ing-houae upon the Sabbath daya^ or other thnea of poMiok irombip^ bj 
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Minute and careful regulations as to the duties of 
the Sabbath were enforced from high authority, as 
will appear from the following record at a meeting 
of the vSelectfneu iul6G5: " The pastor being pres- 
ent, tiie two Constables were chosen to take care of 
tiie youth upon the Sabbath days and other times of 
public woiship in rrference to ^ order qf CourtJ^ 
A&d that a ?igibiit guarduuciaiiip was exercised over 
HMttnen and morals is evident from a notice, that 
^^JaJttes Hollen appearing before the Selectmen to 
answer for his living from under fiimil; governmenti 
and mispending his time by idlenessf the Selectmen 
gave him a fortnight's lime to provide himself a mas- 
ter ; and in case he did.it not in that time, that then 
they would provide one for him.'* 

In October, 1674, an attempt was made to pio- 
cLirc assistance in tlie iiiiaistry foi the Kev. Mr, Sher- 
man. " The town declared by vote, that they do de- 
sire Mr. Thomas Clark to be helpful to Mr. Sherman 
in preaching of the word nmone;st us; and this in or- 
der to a' further proceeding with him in reference to 
settling amongst us by way of otlice, if God make 
way for it." We learn nothing more concerning this 
Mr* Ciarki and nothing is said of the result of this 
vote. It is pcohable, that Mr. Clark did not compljr 
with the request of the towni and that in consequence 
of his lefiisal, the proponl to obtain an assistant for 
Mr. Sherman was for the present dropped. 

In the summer of 1676* a very remarKaUe mortality 

whipping them out of the house, or any that be near to the house at 

such times; and to have for bis pains anel caro thirty f^Fiillinga the 
yeare." A severe vote ol a smular kmd was passed against Uie dogs 
■o late M ih9 yw 174& 

* According to Hubbard, p. 648. But the Rev. John Eliot ofllox- 
bury, in n letter to the Hon. Robert Boylo, places it in 1670. The let- 
ter is dated September 30tli ot that year, and gives Uie following curi- 
OH paiHicuIara : ** There hafh been a rare work of God this samineriii 
a great pond at Watertown, where all the fish died, and were not willing 
to d\o. in tlio waters, but as many as could, thrust themselves on shore, 
and there died j not less than tvveuLy cart load, by estimation, lying 

dead lit It 0006 fooiid tbout fhe pond. 'AaeelwufimndaUveliiflitt 
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hippened among the firir^in a great poad in Water-, 
town,'' (by whidi is meant what is now called Frerii 
iPond.) It is stated that they died in immense nmn- 
heis and were floated to the shore, or swam to the 

^ duNre and died there. Some, in the spirit of the times, 
regarded this singular phenomenon as an extraordinary 
and ioexplicablc interposition of rrovidence; while 
those, who were disposed to speculate about it, con- 
ceired it to be "the effect oi some mincial vapour, 
which at that time had made an irruption into the w a- 
ter." Whethor this be a satisfactory accoimt of the 
matter may be questioned ; but of the occurrence of 
the fact, as related, there seems no reason to| doubt. 

After the Restoration in England, many from what* 
ever canse had neglected to take the oath of alleglanee« 
At a toWn-meeting a committee was appointed to see 
that every one» who had not taken the oath of fidelity 
and alleeianoef as the law required} should do so. There 
was prohabl} a general feeling in the eolony, that it 
was politic or necessary to remove from themselves all 
suspicion of heing unfriendly to the king and govern- 
ment in the mother country. 

What kind of ov ersight was taken of the young 
people, at this time, may be learned from the record 
of some meetings in 1G79. The Selectmen agreed, ' 
that " they would go two and two through the towne 
to see that all thechilldren be taui^ht to read the Eng- 
lish tongue, and some orthodox catechism, and to take 
the names of all youths from ten years old unto twenty 

, years oldf that they may be publickly catechized hy 
the pastor in the meeting-house." Soon after this, a 
vote was passed todo someUiuig for placing of the 

BaTi<3y border of the pond, and being cast into the water, she wn'nrcjled 
out again as fast as she could, and died on the shore. An inhabitant 
of the town living by the pond, bii eattte wed daily to dfink thera ; 
but then, for three days together, they refused there to drink, but after 
three (lays they drank oi the pond as they were wont to do. When 
the Ikh beffan to come ashore, before they died, many were taken and 
oaten, botE by En^h and Indtana, without any hurt y and the fiib 
wert veij good." aiat ColL let Series, HL 177. 
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youth, that so they may be the belter inspected in time 
ai public worship." A committee was chosen for tbk 
' purpotef and also to enlarge tbe meeting-house, that it 
might aocommodafe as many as possible both of the 
youth and grown persons." This was to be done by 
bnihling galleries in the meeting-house, and twen^- 
five pounds were added to the town rate ton that ob- 
ject* It would seem from this arrangement, that the 
ehiidren and the younger portion of the congregatian 
had distinct seats assigned to them en the Sabbath, m 
order to place them more effectually under the watch 
and care of the older people. The time, when such 
regulations were thousjht usefal and judicious, has pass- 
ed away ; but tliey deserve to be mentioiiecl Iwvn as 
proofs of tlie solicitude, with which our lathers attend- 
ed to the interests of the rising generation. 

Ill the record of a meeti iiii of tlie Selectmen, April 5, 
1680, the following notice is found : ^' In reference to a 
hte order from Honoured General Court, in which the 
Selectmen of several towns were ordered to make a 
return concerning what was done* or furtiier to be dane, 
referring to the subscription to ike New CoU^^ 
Deaooo Henry Bright and William Bond were hj the 
Selectmen appointM to go down to Boston to make 
asad return." The sum contributed bjr Watertom 
was £4t . 16s. dd. The Mew College most hare 
been the edifice called Hanrard, which stood on the 
spot where the building now bearine; tliat iiaaie stands, 
and was built in 1672 by contribuiioii from the difler- 
ent towns in the colony. If the record refers to this 
contribution, however, it is strange that it sliould be 
80 late as ei^ht years after the erection of the college. 

The growing infirmities of the Rev, Mr. Sherman 
again turned the attention of the town to the subject of 
procuringassistanceforhim. InNovember, 1680, it was 
TOted, 'Mn regard of the bodily Weakness that is upon 
pastor Sherman, that he stands in need of a*helper to ear- 
ly on the work of the ministry." It is not mention^ 
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tkH may w am r as were taken to ebtaia the propoaad 
Mp till NofaBsbart 1684^ when the toim agreed to 
ploy tog tUs purpose ooeof threat whoie nainea wan 
apecified ; Mr. Cotton^ Mr. Learitti and Mr. Brattle.* 

The first applicatkm was to be made to Mr. Cottou, aod 
"the utmost endeavours were to be used to e-iin him.'* 
Whether the a[)j)lication was actuall} made lo him, or 
to either of the three, or, if made, was successful, we 
are not told, it appears however, that assistance was 
obtained for the pastor, since nionev was appropriated 
to defray the expenses for that pui|u^se. 

But aii further provision of this knid was soon rea* 
dared unnaoeaaary by the death the Rav. Mr. Shei^ 
man. He was' seized w ith a ae?ere illness at Sudburv, 
where iie preached his last sennoaftom Ephesians ii. 8i» 
He recovered from the first attack aufficiently to be 
able to reach borne. But Ida diaeaia, which was an 
iatarmitting fever, retoraed with vidance} and ha eatr 
find bo the Sth of August, 1686, aged naadjr aavaotj* 
two years. 

It is but justice to say, that a tribute of high praise 
is clue to the memory of Mr. Sherman. Few divines, 
in the eai lv history of New England, were soeuiiiieut- 
ly disiiiii^uished by intellectual gifts and Christian 
graces. He was born December 26, 1613, in Dedhani, 
in the county of Essex, England. The parental influence 
under which his first years were passed, implanted and 
itieogtbeaed the principle of piety in bis breast ; and 
he receired deep religious impressions, at an early pe- 
riod, from the ministry of the celebrated Joha iicijgara, 
whose friendship he, as well as his two predecessors 
m the ministry at Watertown, poaseased and prized 
highly. It is related, that he was never chastised at 

* This Ifr. Brmtfle, I suppoie to be the sftme, who was gradinted at 

Harvard College in 1G80, and wa^ ordained in IGOG pastor of the Cam- 
brif!::e rlrircli, (Soe Hist, of Cambridge, in Hist. Coll. 1st Series, VII. 55.) 
Two persons of the name of John Cotton appear iu tbe College Cata- 
logue, ia larS tnd lA 1481, both clergymen : and one of these vas prob- 
abV^ho penon aboyementioned. Of Mr. Leavitt I ha?0 met wiu no 
aotica. 
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school Irat dace, and then it was ^* for gi?ing thmhtuA 

of sermons to his idle school-mates, wheo an aceoonl 
thereof was demanded from them." He was educated 
at Emanuel College, Cambridge, but received no de- 
gree, because conscientioiis scruples compelled him to 
refuse compliance with the required subscription. This 
refusal appears to have been the result ofa fnithful and 
anxious consideration of the subject. The consequence 
was, that he retired from the University under the 
persecuted character of a CoUegePwritan.^^ He soon 
left £ogland, and sought an asylum in the western 
w(»rld. When he came to New England (1634)» ha 
was hot twenty-one years of age ; bat, young as he 
was, his eloquent preaehin^ and powerful mind gate 
him a very Ugh reputation, insomuch that whon be 
was at New Haven, Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone, the 
clergymen of Hardbid, said in an assembly of minis- 
ters, before whom Sherman had preached, "Brethren, 
we must look to ourselves ami our ministry, for this 
younj^ divine will outdo us all." 

Alter his settlement at Wateriowu, he maintained 
fullv the distinguished rank which he had belore ac- 
quired, and was considered a great blessing to his peo- 
ple and to the nei2:hbouring churches. He was chosen 
fellow of the corporation of Harvard College, and ren- 
dered various and important services to that institution. 
Once a fortnight he gave lectures, which were attend* 
ed by the students of the College, who walked from 
Cambridge to Watertown to hear him, and fay many 
other persons from the vicinity. These lecture^ hie 
continued for thirty years, and they were re^ard^ as 
peculiarly able and valuable. Mr. Sherman unproved 
the powers of his mind, naturally strong and penetrate 
ing, by profound and indefatigable study. His philo- ' 
logical learnins: is reported to have been much beyond 
the usual attailiJllen^ts even of such as were considered 
good scholars. But his iavoi itc studies, out of his pio- 
iessioual course, were the mathematical and astronomi' 
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cal sciences. In these ponnrits he was the first nan 
hi the cottDtrjTf at that time.* He left many astronon^ 
ical calculations in maniMcript, which were nem pub- 
lished. So desirous was he* of being useful, that he 
* sometimes undertook the humble task of preparing 
almanacs for the comiiiuiiity. In these he inserted 
pious and pertinent reflections, instead of that frivolous 
and useless matter with which these publications are 
so often iilled.t The study of the exact sciences, on 
which he bestowed so much altciition, while it siiarp- 
ened liis powers of reasoning and discrinfiination, did 
not impair the energy or eloquence of his preaching. 
His sermons are said to have been so distiognisbed by 
the beauties of a rich and fervid imagination, and by an 
unaflfected and impressive loftiness of style, that be 
was commonly called the colden-moothed pieacher.'^ 
Though his discourses were frequently extempmneous, 
they were always well arranged and full of thought. 
Being a def out and unwearied student of the Scriptures, 
his public instructions enlightened the minds as well 
as warmed the hearts of his bearers, in conversation 
it was his habit to say but little. But what he said 
was pointed, and likely to be remembered ; and when 
he was told by his more loquacious coiiipanions, iliat 
he had learned the art of silence, he sometimes advised 
them to attend more to that art themselves. So strong 
was his memory, that bis own mind, it was said, 

* We are not informed what were the subjects of Mr. Sherman's lec- 
I tures to the studeuts of the College ; but a is probable, tiiey were con- 
nected with the studies, to which he was so psrtitt], sad in which he 

became so distinguished. 

f The foUowinfj is a specimen of these reflections : — *' Let me entreat 
one thing of thee, and I will adventure to promise tliee a good year; 
tihe vequest is in itself reasonable, and may be to thee etennlly profits 
able. It is only this; duly to prize and dili^^rnrly to improve time, for 
obtaining the blessed end it was given for, and is yet graciously con- 
tinued unto thee by the eternal God. Of three hundred and sixty- 
five days allowed 1^ the making ap of this year, which shell l»e thy 
last, thou knowest not ; but that any of them may T>p it, thou oufrhtest 
to know, and so consider, that thou may est pass the time of thy scyoura- 
ing hen with fear." 
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became his library ; and lo bigUj jcespected was hia 
judgment, that when he was Gonsulted, as he verj 
freqaeatly waa» his opinion was generallly Gopsideredi 
fiiHU* His jmental powers remained vigorous and keen 
to die time of bis death ; Bnd his last discourse was 
listened to with admimtion for its richness of thought 
and energy of language. When the refqroiing synod, 
as it was called, convened at Boston, in September, 
1679, he was one of the jcnnt moderators of that body 
during the greater part of the session. In 1682 he 
preached the sermon before the convention of Con* 
gregationiil I\[iiiisters in Massachusetts; and this is 
the first sermon ou that occasion, now upon record.* 

Mr. Sherman was the father of twenty-six children 
in two marriat^es ; six in the in st, and twenty in the 
other. His second wife was grandaughtcr of the Earl 
of Kivers, whose family belonged to the Roman Cath- 
olic party in £ogland,t Her mother, daughter of the 
Earl of Ri¥ei4i, was married to Mr. Laonce, a Puritan 
fentleman, and was heiself a Puritant though of a Pop* 
iah family. Th^ lady, to whom Mr. Sherman was 
married, was at that time under the guardianship of 
Got* iiopkins of Connecticut. She survived her hus^ 
hand many years.} Among the deseendants of this 
minister of Watertowot the Hob. Koger Sherman, one 
of the memoraUo committee who drew up and reportr 



• Bco a list of the preucliera in the " Historical Sketch of tlic Conven- 
tion," c. p. 30. 

f Clarendon relates that the house of the CounlcBS of Rivers, near 
Colchester, was plundered in 1642 by the rabble) on account of Jior 
being a Papist. Vol. III. p. 1086. 

I Mrs. Sherman died in 1710 ; and in the town record of that year is 
the following notice of her funeral: "The selectmen being informed 
ihat Mis. Mary Sherman is deceaaed, being the widow of Uie Eeverend 
pastor Ownnao, who was the pastor of the town ibr many years, froni a 
sense of the honour and respect the town bad to their Reverend Pastor 
end h'lB widow since his decease, and to express the same in this their 
Uet office of love, do order that Capt. Jonas Bond, E^q., wiio ia one of 
the said SeieetaieB, do provide wine and ^ofm sidlcieat for said inne- 
ral at the town^s coet, not exceeding the sum of ten pounds, and Ml'* 
Bond to be seaaOAabijr repayed out of the pietefit town za(s." 

MB 
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•d tlie DadaiatioD of Independence, has sometimes 
been enoaeously reckoned. That diitinguiahed patriot 
descended from Capt. John Sherman, who came horn 
Dedham, England, and settled m Watertovrn in 1636, 
and who, as has been already mentioned, was probably 
a relative of the minister.* 

Mr. Sherman was succeeded by the Rev. John 
Bailey, with whom his brother, Thomas Bailey, was 
for a while associated. One of these brothers, about 
two months before Mi. Sherniairs death, had been 
invited to become his assistant ; but whether he cauie 
to Watertou n at that time does not appear. A com- 
mittee was chosen at a town meetinir on the 24th of 
August, 1685, to treat with "Mr. Bailey the ( Ider," 
5. e. Mr. John Bailey, on the subject of settling in the 
ministry at Watertown. Subsequently to this, there 
was much debate about procaring a residence for the 
expected clergyman. It was proposed to build a par- 
sonage ; but the report of the committee^ appointed to 
select a place for this purpose, was not accepted. The 
next proposal was to hire a hottse for the minister ; 
and the perBons» to whom that business was entrusted, 
found a suitable one. But neither does this step seem 
to hare given satisfaction. A vote was then passed, 

that if a number of persons would build a comren* 
ient house to entertain the minister in near to the 
meeting-house, the town would pay them that build it 
rent for the said house, until the town do agree and 
have actually removed this meeting-house, or built 
another in the room oi this, more convenient for the 
inhabitants, somewhere else where the town shall 
agree upon." From this vote, it would ^cem that 
tb& difficulty in procuring a dwelling for the ciergy- 



*Mather has furnished the most elaborate occount of the Rev. Mr. 
Sherman, (Ma^al. Book iii. Chap. 290 ^^e also Brook's Lives of the 
Puriteiw, III. &^ and EtioC* and Aoen's Biographical Dict,ionarie«. 
Allen liM eoimnStted the error of makiof Mr* GiblNithe succenortolfr. 
Sbeimtn in the noniitij at Watertown. See Appenduc S. 

■ 



muL was coQoectiad with a pioposal, then mder 
diiciMiioiiy for a new place of woiship* Thb sal^ectf 
« as we hare 8eeii« had beea before the town in 1664; 
it was now revifed, but was again set aside for the 
pfesent. 

The proceedings relative to the settlement of Mr. 
John Bailey are stated, in the tovvii lecoids, with 
consideiable exactness. lie was requested, through 
a committee, to give the town aii opiturtunitv, at a 
i^eneial oh etino: of the inhahitantSi to discourse a 
liitle with him ^ on the sul)ject. lie complied with 
the request ; niid a meeting of the people was called, 
at which certain persons were designated by vote 

to discourse with Mr. Bailey.'' At this conferencey 
be declared himself ready and willing to become their 
minister, if peace and love should continue amongst 
them^and thejwoold make his life comfortabk." 
Soon after, the town provided means to remove him 
and his family from ^oston^ where he then midedt 
to WatertowB. In the month of August a call was 
formallj given him <'at a general town meeting," 
which be accepted, and was oidained Octobef 6th, 
1686** Within a month after this date, measures 

*lxk Jttdire Sewall's manuicript Journal is the followiiig record : July 

25, 16B6, Mr. John Bajloy preaches his farewell sermon, and goes the 
Uxiih to Watertown. Oct C, Mr. Bftjley ordained at Watertown. Mr. 
Bayley nai ordained or eonsregaihimt men ore.** The isfbrniBlity en 
this occasion, to which Judge Sewall alludes in the last sentence, was, 
I presume, the omission of " the layinjr on of liands," a circumstance 
wiiich intimates that Mr. Buiiey regarded his previous ordination ia 
England as valid, and therefore did not think it necessary to have the 
token of consecration to the snored office renewed. This cirrtimstanro 
Mr, Bailey has himself mentioned in the following notice found in iiis 
book of records, in which, it will be observed, he docs not call the cer- 
emony of hin induction into office at Watertown an ordintriion: ''Upon 
♦ ♦ the 0th of Ociohcr, lGh'(i, I was solemnly sd apart for the pastoral work 
at Watertown, teilhout the imposition of hatuis. I am sick of it^ and 
unfit for it ; but the many particulars that attended this work I wbdly 
omit*'* These last expressions indicate the feeling of dread and re- 
* sponsibleness, with which this good man entered on his work. On this 
occasion, he preached the sermon himself from 2 Cor. ii. 16. compared 
wWi % Cor. JoL The nianQBCriiit of this sermon I have seen ; from 
the cooimencemeiit of it we should infer that he was settled as a teacher, 
not Mpoffor ; it is as Mows : ** Some other Scriptures I had thought 
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were taken to procnre ik brother to be Us Msittaat, 
it being declared^ <^ with a yerjr foil fote, that the teem 
did earnestly denre that thej might enjoy Mr. Bailej 
the younger to foe heipfiil to his brother in the minie* 

try." Indeed, before this time, the same desire had 
been expressed. Mr. Thomas Bailey delayed his 
acceptance of this invitation for a considerable time, 
if we may jud<^e from the date of his first coming to 
reside at Watertovvn, which was November 2d, 1687. 
But it is not unlikely, that he had before this, while 
living in Boston, acted as assistant to his brotluM'. 
Tl is ministry was of short duration. He died January 
21st, 16dd<-d9 aged 35 years, and was interred in the 
old burying groand in Watertown^ where a humble 
monument now stands over his graye. His brother 
JohB) in his diaiy, sajs of hini) He died well, which 
18 a great word,— so sweetly as I never saw the like 
before*^' * 

We learn from our leoords, that the mode of sup- 
porting the public school at thiii time was somewm 
dilftnrent from the present. The salary of the scliooU 

master was twenty pounds. Every person who sent 

children to the shool, was required to pay three pence 
a week for each child he sent; and wliatever was 
Wanting of the teacher's stipend from this source was 
made up by a payment from the tou ii. 

When in consequence of the troubles lesultins: from 
tlie government of Sir Edmund Andros, a meeting of 
representatives from all the towns in the colony was 
called at Boston, each town was required to give 

to have given you, and partly had in my thoughts begun j as that in 
Zech. ii. 7. and that in 2 Cor. v. 20. But tho' these might better «ait 
others, yet the words I hm read do best suit m}rBeir ; a pastoral work 
brin? nlwnics dreaded by me, I could wnt get tBClined to it, SOT «m 
looked upon myself as fit for it.** 

* Scarcely any thing worthy of speck! sotlee It fecorded ofThoWM 
Bailey. Some of his writings are preserved, in manuscript, in the cab- 
inet of the Mnsf ncliusetts Historical Society. They consist of Latin, 
odes, or poems in various kinds of measure, and verses on the Gua- 
powwr not in hie ami band^^miting, dat«d NovMnber 6tti| Mft 



i artf uct ioi w to iCii membevsy whether to to«e ht 
. leaiSoiiQing the charter or ndt.* The people of Water* 
toWD choee two represeDtatives to appear for them at 
this meetiiig on the S2d of May, 1689, and itittmeted 

them to maintain " the charter riglits," and to agree 
to the declaiatioji set forth at a previous meeting of 
representatives, till further orders should be received 
from the English Government. The same course 
was taken by a large majuiky of the towns on this 
occasion. The alarm, spread through the colony at 
tliis time, was however soon quieted by the change 
which took place iu affairs, when Wiiliam and Marjr 
ascended the British throne. 

October 14th, 1^0, the town voted to request Mr* 
Henry Gibbs to be an assistant in the work of the 
mhiistry, Mr. Bailey being by the death of his brother 
now left akMie* In the application to procure this 
assistance} they say, ^< m this time of cor great want, 
that the town might not he* destitute of one to admin- 
ister the wofd and ordinances of Christ among' us*'' 
These eziffesrions lead us to suppose that the Tabors 
of Mr. Bmley must have been frequently interrupted 
by ill health, or some other cause, and the town con- 
scquGUtly left destitute of pastoral services. Mr. 
Gibbs signified his acceptance of the invitation. His 
salary, as assistant pastor, began on the od of the 
foliowiiig November. 

In 1692 Mr. Bailey left VVatertown, and returned 
to Boston.f There he became, the next year, assistant 

♦Hutchinson, Vol. i.p. 

fThe following is Bur. Bailey's own notice of the last Sunday he 
preached in Watrrtown, as inserted in his book of records. The minute 
detail of his farewell, while it excites a smile, indicates an affectionate 
interest, that is pleasing. "I did particularly bid farewell to my house, 
old walks, all the three parts of the town, my assiBUBt Gibbs, the 
schoolmaster, deacons, selectineD} milit iry persons, two constables, the 
burying-placei my servant that lived with me formerly, this old church, 
the three or four meetingrs in the town, this nei<|^hboarhood of mine, saints 
Init suuN^rs also, pld hut young also, all my children which grieved me 
inost, friends and foes, the sweet singers of Israel, all widdows and 
fatherless fomilyes, all moralized persons, all that heard me not now, 
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vinbter in the First Church. Id that office he eon- 
tiDued till his Jeatli, which took place the 12th of 
December, 1 697, in the 54th year of his age. The 
reasoosi which iadaced him to remove from Water* 
town, are oot stated* No indications of disntia- 
faction on bis part, or on the part of the people, are to 
be found.* Mr« Bailej has Jeft on record, during his 
residence in Watertown, 39 marriages, 361 baptisms, 
and 117 admitted to the church. 

Tile Rev. John Bailej was boiii near Blackburn in 
Lancashire, England, on the 24th of February, 1644. 
His mother was a woman of remarkable piety, and 
she early imbued his mind with a serious f?ense of 
God and of reli2:ion. An pxtraordinar\ instance is 
recorded of the happy elTect of his youthful piety upon 
his father, who is represented to have been a licen- 
tious and profligate man. The mother one day called 
,tbe family together, and persuaded her son John to 
pray with them. When the father retarned probablj 
ftom one of his haunts of vice, and was told of the 
affecting manner, in which the child bad led the dero- 
tion of the household, be was smitten to tho heart 



tho pulpit, puc-seats, and ^alleryes (the cushion I left as a token of 
iBjlovejyall ray administrations, liim tliat digs the graves, Deigbbowiii|r 
towns nnd rlnin-hcs." Whnt Mr. Bailey auudes to by **thethra*or 
four meetings in the town," 1 know not. 

♦A diary was kept by Mr. Daniel Fairfield of Braintree, from 1697 
to 1711, with the following extract from which I have been furnished 
by the kindness of the Rev. and learned Dr. Harris of I> i chester. We 
learn trom it, that depression of mind, and disease, were among the 
caiues of Mr. Ba9eT*« removal to Boston. 1697, Dec. ISth. Died in 
Boston the Rev. Mr. John Bailey, who for many years preachcd.tbe 
Gospel of peace in tho city of Limerick, in the kingdom of Ireland, but 
bein^ persecuted and silenced he removed to N. £. 1684. He was 
bighly honoured at hie arriTal, as be well deserved, beinff a more than 
ordinary livdy preacher. He was for some years the officer of the 
Church in Watertown, where his wife died, and his dear brother Thom- 
as, who was also a famous minister. Then, being very melancholy and 
"hmnng ihe gout^ he moved to Boston about the year I099L He preached 
in Boston at the South Church once a month, and ut the Old Church 
almost every f?alihath, and his turn in the Lecture : till, falling sick last 
fall, he died as above written, and was honourably interred on the 16th 
day in the tomb of Hr. Thomas Deaoe.'^ 
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by the tooelinig ciitumstance* He became thought' 
fill and contrite and pnmd at last a sincere, devoted 
Christian. Among the many encouraging evidences 
of the redeeming inflaence of 'maternal piety, there 
are few more impressive than this. Youns; Bailey, 
having received a good classical and general (education, 
began to preach at the age of twenty-two. His first 
services in the ministry were at Chester. But he 
soon went over to Ireland, and ahout fourteen vcars 
of his residence in that country w ere spent at Limer- 
ick. There he labored with such an assiduous and 
self-sacrihcing spirit, that he laid the foundation for 
that infirm state of health, from which he never after- 
ward wholly recovered.* His ikleiity was severely 
tried by such persecations, as were the nsual price 
a{ noncomformity at that time. He was more than 
once thrown into jail for attending the administiation 
of the ordinances at private meetings. Persecution 
was not the only, nor perhaps the hardest^ trial to 
which his constancy was exposed. An effort was 
made to draw him, by tempting promises, into the 
bosom of the Episcopal Church. While he was at 
Lemerick, his ministry was attended by persons of 
distinction, who were related to the Duke of Ormoiid, 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland. This circumstance 
provoked his enemies not a little ; and upon occasion 
of this excitement, the office of chaplain to the Duke 
of Oiinond was offered to him, if he would conform, 
with the promise of a deanery immediately, and of a 
bishoprick so soon as a vacancy should occur. The 
man, whom it was thought expedient to silence by 
winning him over to the hierarchy at such a price, 
' must have possessed no common influence. But 
severity and allurement were alike lost on him. He 
adhered to what he believed to be the cause of truth, 

* Mather describes the abundant success of Bailey's ministry at 
Limerick, by saying, that ho seemed rather to &sh with a net, than 
witJ^ an hook, for the kingdom of God,** 
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unterrified and iinseduced. He continued to preach 
and to labor with untiring earnestness, and soon 
became again the victim of the spirit of persecution. 
The irreproachable purity of his character afforded 
ham no protection. The hardships of a long imprisoo- 
Bi6Bt were inflicted on him. In the course of hit trial 
he said to his jodgeiy If i had been driaku^t ud 
ga^mbring, and carousing at a tayern with my company, . 
my lords, I preflume lhat wouU not hmre p re car e d 
my being treated thus as an ofieader. Must praying 
to God and preaching of Christ, with a company of 
Ciiristians tliat are as peaceable, and iiioiiciisive, and 
serviceable to his Majesty aud the government, as any 
of his subjects, — must this be a greater crime ? " And 
so far was common decency set at defiance, that the 
recorder replied, "We will have you to know that it 
is a [greater crime." During his imprisonment, he 
was visited constantly by the members ot his Hock, to 
whom he continued to impart leUgions instnictuHiY 
in sufdl manner as his confinement would permit* ^ . 
He was finalij^ released, npon giving a idedge that 
within a certain time he would leave the country. 
Mr. Baihnr accordingly looked to New England, as the 
nAige of persecuted noneottformitj. He said his 
hrouer came hither, piobably in tkie jear 16M. la 
that year lie wrote a very earnest and aflecting address 
^ to his loving and dearly beloved Christian meads in ' 
and about Limerick." This was afterward printed at 
Bosioii ia the same volume with sketches of some of 
his discourses, entitled " Man's Chief End to glorihe 
God, or Some brief Sermon-Notes on 1 Cor. x. 31.'' 
To this volume was prefixed an Address to the 
Reader, signed with the initials J. M. The writer of 
this prefator}' address, whoever he was, remarks, that 
in publishing these pieces Mr. Bailey was " purely pas- 
sive, utterly refusing (whether out of melancholy, 
modesty, or bodily infirmity I say not) to be any oth- 
erwise concerned than barely to allow of their pubiica^ 
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tioii." * In 1608 Mr. Bailey preached the ArtiUeiy 

Election Sermon in Boston; bat this discourse^ I 
btilicve, was not published. 

Tlie distiiiguisliiug traits of Mr. Bailey's character 
were ardent piety, great tenderness of conscience, and 
an absorbing interest in the spiritual W( Ikiro of his 
follow men. His religious sensibility was exceedingly 
keen and active : and it was his prayer (to use his 
own words) that "he might not be of the number of 
them, that live without love^ speak without feeliag^ 
and act withgut life." It is evident that his temper«- 
ament was hypochondriacal, and that he had a strong 
habitual tendency to melancholy and despondence, — a 
state of mindy which was donblieis aggratatedt ^ i^ot 
causedy by the scenes he had passed through In Irehindf 
and by the nuserable. condition of his health. He 
delighted to urge powerful and heart-searching ap* 
peals upoa the consciences of meni more than to 

*ThisToItiiBa WIS prifltodbyStmaelGneo in 1G89. Ifaavmsdit 

with no Ifltle interest, partly for the good sense, but more for the warm 
and hearty feeling', which it displays. Tho farewell exhortation to 
tho congregation in Lioierick is peculiarly aSWctiouate and pungent. U 
it writtra with remailcBble simplicity and directness. To this circum- 
stance Mr. Bailey himself alluflo.s in the Postscript: "The plainness of 
its dress," says lie, " T t?ikc for granted will never offend vou; for I 
■ CNoly now write to you jut>t as I used to preach to you, and taik with you. 
It is the nufrkei langtiage that inust save souls." In speaking of leav- 
ing them, he remarks, *' It hath been my resolution of old, rather to 
wear out than rust out ; and it would quickly kill me to go on spending 
Sabbaths as of late I have done, and I suppose the oITer of a thousand 
pound per annmn, to lead such an idle life, would signifle little to me. 
Many offers and invitations have I had elsewhere ; yea, to places that 
mi^btseem at the first blush to please me ; but for your sakes they were in 
- vain, and took me up few thoughts." Again ; The broadest seas cannot 



more betwixt these old pleasant w alls of the Abby (which grieves my 
very souL to tarn my back on), yet let ua often meet at the Throne of 
' Giace,"^ &c. Farther he remaru, Convermon hath been the hosinefls 
of mj life these twenty years: by conversion I do not mean tonunc 
men to nn opinion, but from darkness to light, and from the power oF 
Satan to God. You have often heard me say, that I bad rather turn 
one to Jeene Christ, than ten to my opinion." it is to he wished, that 
this noble sentiment were more heeded amidst the religious strife of th« 
present day. The ** P^rfnon Nntes," likewise, are fUlfof solemn GOim* 
mlBp good thoughts^ and apt iliustratiomu 
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address the understaiidvig, or to administer tfafe conso- 
lations of Christianity ; **chusiiig rather^", asiiesaid 
of himselff to convert one sinnery than to ocmifert 
ten saints.'' His sermons were not so mueh dkhctic 
or argamentative^ as hortatory and exciting ; and he 
seems to hare thought it far the most Important part 
of his duly, as a preacher, to hrin^ the awful consid- 
er.itlotis connected with the hiuictioiis of religion to 
bear on his hearers with stirring power. But he dealt 
as severely, at least, with his own heart, as with the 
hearts of others; and the rigorous standard, to w^hich 
he brought his feelings and roiidiict, may be seen in 
the extracts preserved from his diary. His services 
were much sought, and highiy valued, both in Boston^ 
and Watertown. That minister must he cc^sidered 
a happy man, who at the last hour has as little r^soUi 
as had Mr. Bailey, to reproach himself with the want 
tjf fidelity and devotedness to daty.f 

Mr. Gibbs was now the only clergyman in the town, 
and was engaged from time to time, font not ordained, t 



* Jolm Dunton, !o the eorioos aeeoont of b» visit to BottoSy hm i«- 

corded the following' notice of the Baileys : " I went next to vMt Mr. 
John and Mr. Thomas Baily. These two nro pop??lar preachers, and 
very geoerous to strangers. I heard Mr. John upon these words, — 
* Umtmg ttftio J^ra#,' — and I tiiought lie epake like turn ngei. Tbev ear- 
press a more than ordinary kindness to Mr. Wilkins, my landlordt 
and (beinir persecuted in Limerick for their nonconformity) came over 
with him from Ireland. Reader, I might be large in their character; 
but when I teU yoa thev are true pictures of Dr. Aimesl^ (whom fbej 
couQt a second oL Paul) 'tis aa high aa I need ga" L^e Emmf. 
Vol. I. p. 95. 

See Appendix F. Mather preaclicd tiic funeral sermon of John 
Baileyi and in &at has given many partieulaie of Me fife ; Magnal. 

Book iii. Chap. 7. See also Middleton*8 Evangelical Biography, Vol. 
IV. p. 101. ; Emerson's History of the First Church, p. 14(). ; Eliot, and 
Allen. Dr. Eliot has fallen into an error in speaking of Thomas Bailey 
fits if he were the stated ministeT of Watertown, and In saying that 
John " only preached occasionally there." John Bailey wns the prin- 
cipal and stated minister of the town: bis broUier was only an assist- 
ant, and had a short ministry. 

t Abont this time ui order was passed by the town, providing that 
crrtain peraonH namcul "shall the next Sabbath day, and af>( r, as they 
shall see reason, gather the contribution, and out of it satiate the mm* 
ister, keeping an account what every person contributes.'* 
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Thod ever-fnittfiil wmce of disseaaiiiii in a village, the 
erection of a new meetiog-house, began at this period 
to kindle strife among the inhabitants of AValcrtowu. 
We iiave akeadj^ seen, that tliiiiy-eight years before 
this time some movements had been made towards 
providing n new place of worship. After Mr. Bailey's 
removal to Boston, the subject was called up afresh. 
Id 1692, the Selectmen passed an order, tiiat on the 
18th of November, the people should be assembled in 
order to fix upon wack a place for this purpose, as 
should be most cpavenient for the bulk of the inhab- 
itants." At this meethig nothing was effected. 
Some were earnest to chaiige their place of worship, 
ad others equally earnest to have it remain where it 
was. Neither partjr was disposed to yield ; and in 
this dilemma the Selectmen a^eed to refer the mat- 
ter to the governor of the province^ Sir William 
Phipps, and the Council, requesting them to appoint a 
cotniiiittcc 10 iavcsligatc and settle the difficulty. 
The town concurred in this measure, and declared, 
tliat they would sit down by the deterniinatioa of 
that committee." This mode of bringing the disputes 
of a town to an issue, by referring them to the magis- 
trates of tlie State, would be deemed singular indeed 
at the piesent day ; but it seems then to have been 
not uncommon. The pressed committee was ap- 
pointed by the Governor and Council. It consisted 
of William Stoughton, John Phillips, 'James Russell, 
Samvel Sewall, and Jc^eph LyndOf names of high 
reputation in the affiurs of the province at that time. 
They made a report on the 18th of Ma^, 1693. The 
Selectmen, to whom it was sent, were dissatisfied with 
stune particulars in it, and designated certain persons 
to wait on the committee, and treat with ilicm on 
these points. After a conference with these persons, 
a majority of the committee acknowledged that it was 
necessary to amend their report in some respects, and 
requested to have it left with them for that. purpose. 
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They took am}>le time for revising it ; for it was not 
^ returned and made know u to the town till April 17 th, 
, 1694* 

This report, not\\ it h standing the high sourre from 
which it came, did not allay the prevalent excitement. 
A protest against it was put on record, and signed by 
about 1 20 names. They utterly refused to bear any 
part of the expense of building a meeting-house in the 
place reeommended by the committee, but declared 
at the same titne that if a house of worship should be 
erected in the west part of the town, so as to be con- 
Tenientfor **the Farmer8)"t they wouM gladly <<be 
helpful therein.'' It is remarkable that the protest 
denies that the town had ever requested the interfer- 
ence of the magistrates in this matter, notwithstanding 
that a vote to that effect is on record. On the appear 
ance of this opposition, the Selectmen applied to 
the comniittee to know whether they would " stand by 
their advice," or had any thing to say about the protest. 
It does not appear that any answer was received. 
But the building of the new house on the proposed 
spot proceeded in defiance of the opposition. It was 
finished, and on the 4th of February, 1606, it was 
accepted, by a vote of the town, as the place of public 
worship, ^< according to the advice and determiiiatioii 
of the honoured Committee.'' 
\ The town was now considered as divided mto three 
parts, namely, the East end, the Middle part, and the 
Farmers, or the West end. Itie abovementioned dis- 
•pate was principally between the two first of these. 
It was soon determined by vote, tliat the new meeting- 
house should in future be the place for rdl public town 
meetino^s. UnhappilV) the heated sintc of feeling 
seems not to have abated for a considerable time, and 

*Sec Appendix G. 

t By tliis title were designated those, who inliabitctl that part of the 
* ^Qw^ which afterward became Weston, and its vicini^. Among the 

proteatonon this oeeastoii, thirty-fluree were pf ''tbe Iwoers,** who9Q 
aamee m placed eepaivteljr from tbe re«li 
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its intlycnt r wa^ seen in occasional disorders att( lul- 
ing the managcmeut of public altairs. On the 26th 
of June, 1696, the town determined that "a day of 
humiliation " should be observed. The Rev. Samuel 
WUIard and the Rev. Cotton Mather, both of Boston, 
were requested to fix upon a time for this purpose, 
and to perform the religious services of the occasion. 

Meanwhile repeated invitations liad been given 
to Mr. GiU^ to become the minister of the town. 
These he so far accepted as to officiate statedly in 
the old meeting-house ; but there was, as yet, no 
permanent settlement. In the summer of 1693, he 
was, it seems, residing in Boston ; lor at that time 
the metropolis was visited with an infectious and fatal 
distemper, which compelled many of the inhabitants 
to remove into the country ; * and on this occasion, 
we learn from tlie records, that the people of Water- 
town, fearing Mr. Gibbs would remove to so great a 
distance that they should not be able to enjoy his ser- 
vices* voted to transport his goods and to establish 
him among themselves in the house built for the min* 
ister. His engagements were renewed, at short 
intervals, by special applications ; and this circum- 
stance, With some others, may lead us to infer, that 
Mr. Gibbs consented to the arrangement somewhat 
cautiously and reluctantly. If so, it was probably 
owing to the divided and unquiet state of the town at 
that time. During the progress of the dispute, he 
had hitcn repeatedly recpiested to engage himself for 
the new nieeting-house, when it should be completed. 
No answer to these invitatiuus is on record ; but 
when the new house was at length fnii.shed, lie deci- 
sively refused to transfer his services to that place, on 
account, as he said, of the great dissatisfaction in the 
minds of many with regard to the several votes that 
had been passed. Accordingly he remained with the 



*For the occoiioii of this mekmrn we HvtMwoo, Vol. II. p. 71. 
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East part of the town ; and those who belonged to 
the new place of worship were left to seek another 
clergyman. From Mr. ( iililts's general character, and 
from the caution nianifested in his coiuliict, it is to be 
])] ( sLUiied that he acted irom a seuse oi dutj io this 
case. 

Measures were soon taken to procure a minister 
for the new meeting-house* The church gave aotice 
to the Select meo, that having met for that purpose on 
the 28th of August, 1696, am having chosen the Rev. 
Samuel Angier for their pastor, they requested a meet- 
ins of the town for concurrence. A meeting was 
hMen September 28th, and the town voted to co-op- 
erate in giving a call to Ifr. Angier to the work of the 
ministry among them.* Previously to this, on the 
21st of September, there had been a meeting for 
debate and compromise. Persons had been ^)|)pouited 
by the East end, and by the Middle part of the town, 
respectively^ to discuss their interests, and reconcile, if 
possible, their contending claims. Proposals were 
made by each party ; but they were uniform] v rejected 
by their opponents. They parted, each more strongly 
convinced than ever, of the injustice of the claims of 
the other, , 

Mr. Angier accepted the invitation, and was 
inducted into office May 25th, 1697, The Rev. Mr. 
Easterbrook of Concord had been chosen by the 
church <^ to give the pastoral charge, and to be the 
mouth and nmerator of the church m lAe publick 



*Here for the first time in oar records the church is menUoiied as 
acting separately from the town in the prelimiaariee to the eetdement 
of a minister. This practice was not always atliicred to after this time 
in Wntertown. At the present day it is, in many phices, entire]/ 
abandoned, the whole society acting as one body in giving a calL Ana 
that the uaaife of ancient timee was not always in fkvor of the Satinet and 
separate powi r of the church in this affair, is evident from the state- 
ment of Mather, that "many people would not allow Uie church nuy 
privilege to go before them in the choice of a pastor. The clamour is, 
IPS muti maSnfaHi fttm." Ratio DiacipluMs, p. 16. The ckamur, M 
llatliarcilb it, wu aot mey vmmaaaki^ ona wooM tinnk. , 
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mmagemit of the wkoie affair." A comoiktee had 
been appointed to treat with other ministeis **for 
their assistance m the settlement of Mr* Aogier ; " hot 
a provision was made, that if their assistance coiiU not 
be obtained) the church would proceed without it. It 
was not obtained ; and Mr. Easterbrook was the only 
clergyman, who appeared at the ceremony of Mr. 
Angler's settlement. He presided in the business oi 
the occasion; *'vvith much gravity and seriousness 
i^avc a most solemn and Scriptural charge to Mr. 
bamuei Angier, and concluded by recommending the 
whole to the favour and blessing of God." The pub- 
lic exercises ot prayer and preaching were periormed 
by Mr. Angier.^ For what reasons the ministers who 
were invited refused to attend, we cannot now discoT- 
er ; but probably they either judged the proceedings 
of the Middle part of the town to be improper^ or 
they were nnwilling to have any concern in a transac- 
tion which had been preceded by so much dissension* 
Mr. Angier had been ordained before, and settled in 
another place ; and in proce'eding to his installation 
without the assnstance of other charches, which, as a 
matter of custom and Christian friendship, had been 
solicited, and refused, his church manifested an inde- 
pendence worthy of praise, and in conformity with 
the provisions of the Cambridge Platform. 

At this time, Mr. Gibbs had not been ordained ; so 
that Mr. Angier was the only reofiilarlv settled cler- 
gyman in the town. An attempt was made to unite 
them in the work of the ministry. July 2d, 1697, a 
meeting of the two precincts " f was held) at which 

* These particulars are taken from a book of records kept at that 
tine by th« chureli at tiie new meeting-hcniee. This book was com- 

milled to the Rev. Warham Williams, Mr. Angier'a successor, by his 
pon, the Rev. John Angier of Bridgwater, and is now in the hands of the 
liuv. Mr. iiipley of Waltham, as coDStitutinff a part of the records of 
bis ohorefa. It contains Utde, except the partusiiMts abent the eaU ud 

aettlement of INTr. Angier. 

f Tills term, used to dc si fin ate the iliiTerent parts of the town, here 
occurs I'ur the hr&l tuue m lac records. 



Mr. Gibbs was invited to become an assistaut to Mr. 
An^ier in the new place of worship. Of this propoeal 
Mr. Aogkr expressed in writing his entire approbatioa. 
No answer to the application on the part of Mr. Gibbs 
is on record. It b to be presumed, that he refused to 
concur in the proposed measure. 

In the mean time, the inhabitant of that section 
of Watertown, which was afterwanl called Weston, 
appear to hare had a separate interest of their own in 
ecclesiastical matters. October 2d, 1694, a vote was 
passed as iollows: "Our neighbours, ilic Farmers, 
being upou endeavours toliave a meeting-house among 
themselves, the town consents that they may coiue as 
far as Beaver Brook i\\i(n\ tlie county road leading to 
Sudbury," &c. Nothing howrver sru tns to have been 
done at that time in consequence ot this vote. Feb- 
ruary Ist, 1697, " the Farmers" were by vote released 
from all obligations to pay ministerial rates in the 
town, " any further " (as it is expressed) ^< than bj waj 
of contribution when and so often as they come to hear 
the word preached ; because they lire so remote that 
they cannot come without much dilGculty to the meet- 
ing-house in the town, but do commonly at present go to 
other towns which are nearer, and do contribute mere 
towards the support of the ministry where they go to * 
hear the word." It is also mentioned as a reason for 
the exemption, that they would probably soon have a 
house of worship and a minister of their own. That 
part of Watertown had indeed now become, in every 
thing but legal form, a distinct precinct, and orders 
were passed from time to time in juiljlic meetings for 
settling its boundaries. On the 16tli of March, 1G98, 
a tax of two hundred and ninety-five pounds, to defray 
the expenses of th^ meeting-house recently erected in 

*The name of this brook is stall retained, and familiarly known. It 
wur given by Gov. Winthropandliis etSesdanlB, because the beayen 

had shorn down divers gront trros there, and made rlivrrs Hams across 
the brook." At the same tmic Master's Brook ajui Mount I* «&ke were 
named. See Wimhrop, Vol. I. p. G8. 



the Middle party 'was assessed apoaatlthetidmtntaiiti, 
the Farmers ovSy excepted, because they haw butU 
a meeting-house more conyenient for tnemselyes.^ 
The house here referred to was then in progress, but 
was not sufficiently finished to be used for religious ser- 
vices till March, 1700. In the interval, tiie people in 
this part of Watertown had chosen their officers, and 
acted as a distinct parish. Mr. Thomas Symms, Mr. 
Joseph Mors, Mr. Nathaniel Gookin, Mr. Thomas 
Tufts, and Mr. William Williams were successive! j 
called to the work of the ministry among them, before - 
they were entirely separated from Watertown. In 
'January, 1713, this precinct was in doe form incor- 
porated, as a distinct town, by the name of Weston.* 
The people of Waiertown consented to this separation 
on certain specified conditions, one of which was, that 
*^ the Farmers^' should still be boond^ as before, to pay 
their proportion in the expense of repairing or lebuild- 
ing the bridge over Charles Riyer. - 

To return to the ecclesiasticat afiairs of the two 
societies m Watertown. The attempt to unite them 
was, as we have seen, ineffectual. The East part 
now took measures to have their clergyman forrually 
and permanently inducted into the pastoral office. In 
Jud^e Sewall's maiiusrripts,t the following record, 
relating to this subject, is found: "October 6, 1697, 
A church is G^athererl nt Watertown East End, and 
Mr. Gibbs ordained. Mr. Fox ordains, Mr. Sherman 
gives the Right Hand of Fellowship. This was done 
m the afternoon in the open aer^ tho' a cold day. 

* For some remarks on ihe preciso dale of this incorporation, and for 
tbe history of Weston sui>iie^uentlj, see Dr. Kendal's Century Sunamif 
January 12, 1813. 

f Chief Justice Sewall^here and before mentioned, was a man oThiffli 
ropntation, and is said to have been an intimate friend of the Rev. Mr. 
Uibba. Ho was grcat srandfatber of the late Chief Juatiee Sewall of 
BftsMsehiuetts, and died January Ist, 1730, aged 78. The iiuuiino)ipt8» 
from which extracts are often taken, were journals of such occurrences 
in his times as s( emed to him worthy of notice, and Ss9^utif aiford 
valuable inforaiulio4. 
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The Western partj, having the Select-Men on their 
side) got possession of the Meeting-house, and would 
not suffer the assembly to enter there. The Lord be 
ipercifuil to his people, pardon our sinsi and heal onr 
gaping Wounds ! " Of the disorderly conduct here 
dluded to> one of the effects of the lamentable strife 
which had prevailed^ I find no other notice. 

Difficulties soon arose concerning the support of 
public worship* In 1700, the government of the pro- 
vince, probiibly in consequence of some petition, iiiici- 
posed, and passed a resolve on the subject. In 1712, 
the town was assenibkil to bear the advice of the 
General Court, which was issutU on the 4th of Novem- 
ber in that >ear; and they then expressed their desire to 
maintain the public worship of God accordinir to the 
rules of the court in 1700, but said nothing about the 
advice of 1712. At another meeting on the 4th of 
May, 17139 they determined that it was improper for 
the town, as such, to act upon the advice and direction 
of the Court, but that each congregation must act upon 
it separately. Soon after, howevefi there was a rote, 
at a general meeting of the town, to submit to the ad- 
▼iqe of the Coart* Still an attempt was made to dis- 
turb the arrangementi which had thus been agreed 
upon, and the East precinct entered on record an ear- 
nest protest against any such attempt. It was long 
before the strife, awakened by this subject, was entire- 
ly appeased. The salaries of Mr. Angier and Mr. 
Gibbs, it appears, were both paid from the common 
treasury. Although an eliort was made by the East 
congregation to effect a division into two distinct town- 
ships, it was unsuccessful, and the two parts continued, 
as before, one town.'" 

The foot bridge, which had for many years been the 
only one over Charles River in Watertown, having gone 
to decay so much as to give occasion for complaints 
against the town, a question arose at a public meeting 
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ontheSthof September, 171B,whethetit werebetterto. 
repair the old bridge, or* to build a new one in the 'same 
or another place. A committee was appointed to con- 
sider the question. They reported, that " to repair the 

old bridge or build another in the same place will be 
labour lo^ t, or luoiiey sent down stream in a very little 
time." 1 fi' V then advised to build one at a place 
soiiK?\vh;it fmihrr up tlie river. This report was ac- 
cepted ; and furthermore (lie town voted, that (hey were 
desirous that the propo^rd liridge " should l)o n ^nod 
and sufficient cart bridge for the accommodating tiie 

gublic, and especially some particular towns." This 
owever was considered so great an enterprise, that 
the J wonld not consent to undertake it without the 
assurance of assistance from the public; the charge 
thereof being," as they express it, unavoidably great, 
fcr greater than Watertown and Weston can bear of 
themselves.^' They appH^ to the General Court for 
help in the affiiir, with what success does not appear. 
In January, 1719, the town entered into contract with 
Mr*. Thomas Learned and Capt. Thomas Prentice to 
build the proposed bridge under the superintendence of 
a committee appointed for that purpose, and voted to 
j^ive them £160 for it. Besides this, they were to 
iiave what they couid obtain from the other towns that 
were interested in the undertakiiiir. This bridge seems 
to Irwe been regarded as the common cause of nearly 
all tlic tou lis west of Watertown, and with some 
reason, for a very great proportion of the people from 
that quarter passed the river at this point, and went 
to Boston over Roxbury Neck. Capt. Prentice and Mr. 
Learned built the bridge faithfully, according to the 
terms of their contract, and at the same place where 
, our bridge is at present. But when they had finished 
their engagement, they found themselves losers by ity 
and petitioned the town, through the Selectmen, for 
compensation or relief. In this petition, dated November 
0th, 1721, they acknowledged, that the money promised 
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bf •tipulation had been hoMsdj paid," bttteompkniwi 

mt " the bounty from other towns was fer less than 
what they might reasonably expect, consideriog tlui 
jpoat benefit tbejr receive therelnr.'' The coosiden^ 
tMMi of their jietition Was deferreOf in ader that they . 
BHght bring m an exact account of their expenses and 
ieceipt8« Such an accoant they presented, by which 
it appeared that the bridge had cost £309. 17s. lid,, 
and that thuj liad iccoived from WatcTtown, Weston, 
and some other towns and private persons, the sum of 
£184. 16s. 1 Id., leaving the amount of their loss £125. 
2s. At the next town meeting, the petition was again 
taken up, and agaiti deferred, and finally appears not 
to have been acted upon at all. Thus was completed 
' the iirst bridge for wheeUcarriages in the town about 
1 10 years ago. The phice of the bridge, it is believed^ 
has femained the same from that time to this. Witiutt 
the memofj <^soino now livinst the bridge was so naf- 
low that only one carriage could pass at a tine* When 
we consider how common and trifling an affiur it is 
deemed to build such a bridgia now, we are amnsed to 
see how great and eren periToos an enterprise it was 
thought to be when first undertaken. But it shoaU 
be remembered, that the contrast between their ability 
for such a work, and ours, is at least equally striking. 

The Rev. Samuel Angier died on the 2 1 st of January, 
1719, aged G4, and was buried in a giave-yard now 
belonging to Waltfiam. He was the son of Edmund 
Angier of Cambrid^io, and was born in that town 
March 17th, 1655, He was a descendant, on the ma- 
ternal side, from the celebrated Dr. William Ames of 
England, author of Medulla Theologiae." He was 
graduated at Harvard College in 1673, and was or- 
dained at Rehoboth, October 19th, 1679. From this 
place he was dismissed, and afterward settled in Water- 
lOWB as before mentioned* Of his character and ability 
as a ckrgymaD) 1 know not that any account is to be 
foBond* There are however many evidences^ that he was 
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lofUy ettaemed by the people of his charge. Diiiiiig 
his ministry in Watertown, which lasted nearly twoi^ 

tjr-two years, he received into the church d6 mtmbenif 
Md baptized 706 persons. He has very often, but er- 
loneouslj, been coosidefod as miaister of Walthanu* 
The mistake will be obvioiiSy if we remember that 
Wdtham was not incorporated till nearly twenty jean 
after his death ; altboogh when it was inoorpoiated, it 
included most of the society over which he had been 
settled. His sou, tlie Ilev. John Aiigier, was the lirst 
iiiiiiistci' of the East parish in Bridgewater ; and a 
daughter of his w ;is married to the Rev. John Shaw^ 
minister of the South parisli in Bridgewater. 

Tho efforts made to compose the dihienlties existing 
in the town seern, for the most part, to have resulted 
in mutual complaints, rather than in any approximation 
to a good understanding. May 15th, 17 16, it was voted 
to build a <^ newj tneeting<*house in some convenient 
phoey where it may aocovimodale the inhabitants of the 
asost weeterlj part <if the town better than either of 
the other meetin^hcNisesdo that are ahreadyerectied"; 
«id the next jear a committee was choeen to fix upon 
a spot for that purpose. This was after the incorpo- 
ration of Weston ; of course, «* the westerly part,*' here 
spoken of, must mean what is now Waltham. The 
inhabitants of this part, it vi^oiild seem, migl^t h^ivc been 
well accommodated at the new meeting-house alrendy 
erected in the middle of the town, which was much 
nearer to them than the oh^ one : and as the town had 
now two places of worship), tiie support of which was 
the cause of much trouble, if not burdensome, it is not 
oasiljr to be explained why |hey should wish iot a third. 

* Thus Mr. Farmer, in his valuable " Geneal ogical Register," says, 
that Mr. Anffier was ^installed ai ^>a^//tam, ' andiutlic Indextotbe2d 
Striet of Hot. OoIL he is referred to as miDister of WaUham. TJm pkee 
where Mr. Angier^s meeting-house stood is even now (after the se|i«iw» 
tion of Waltham) within the bounds of Watertown. The hoase, in 
which lie lived, is said to have been that now occupied by Mr. James 
Qil||MMrtBfcbeipoiit0th6i«idDw Hanogtoa'a. 
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The plan, however, was not carried into cfloct for sev- 
eral years ; indeed never in its original form. 

After the death of Mr. Aogier, the western coDgre- 
gation continued to maintain preachiogy and empiojed 
several individuals at different times to supply their 
pulpit Among these are mentioned the names of Mr. 
Timothy Minut) Mr. Gibson, and Mr. B4>bert Stargeon. 

A definite divisbn between the eastern and west- 
em parts of the town was, at length, found necessa* 
ry. November 19tb, 1720, the General Court, on 
application from the inhabitants of Watertown, ap- 
pointed a committee* to run a dividing line between 
the two precincts, and to decide on the expediency of 
removin;^ either or both of the nuM'tinG^-houses to such 
places, 1 suppose, as should be more t entral to their 
respective congregations, whoniiie |)r(^}>(>sed boundaries 
should be fixed. This committee made a report the 
Qext month, which was accepted. Samuel Thaxter, 
Esq. nvas directed hy an order of the Court, in con- 
formity with the report, to run the line between the 
• two precincts. This he did, and a notice of his doings 
was entered in the town records. The line is described 
as beginning on Charles River, proceeding on a north 
course fortj^^nine degrees east,'^ and terminating at the 
southwestern bounds of that part of Cambridge which 
is now called West Cambridge. The committee like- 
wise decided, that within two years the new or west 
meeting-house should be removed to a rising ground 
near tlie house of Nathaniel Liverrnore,whicli, I believe, 
was in the vicinity of the place where the Rev. Mr. Rip- 
ley's meeting-house in Waltham now stands, and that 
within ten years, the old, or cast meeting-house should 
be removed to an eminence called School-house HUl ; * 

* Thus committee was composed of Isaac WiDslow, John Gushing, and 
Sanitt^ Thaxter* of the Council; and John Clark, William Duoley, 

John Chandler, and William Throop, of the House of Representatives. 

fTho hill here mentioned bore thi^ nnmc for a long- time. It is now 
called Meeting-Juiust IJiUj and is immediately behiud our jprese pt place 
of worship. It is tlw highest point of Isad within the limits of Watet- 
town. 
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or, that in each of the places thus designated a new 
bouse of worship should be erected. With the order 
of the General Court, issued in consequence of this 
re^rt, the town voted to comply. But, from the 
doings of the easterly congregation," which were 
fdaced on record by their request, it would seem that 
they entertained suspicions of some collusion on the 
part of their western neighbours, or of a disposition 
to thwart the course of proceeding recommended in 
the report. 

Nothing of this kind, however, was attempted. Ec- 
clesiastical councils were called, and gave their advice 

on the occasion ; and both parts of the town sdon took 
measures to accomplish the object designated in the 
order of the Court. Besides <^rantiug money, to be 
raised by a levy, they ap()io|)nated to this purpose the 
town's proportion of the 50,000 pounds of billsof credit 
issued by the government.* The western precinct 
made proposals for tho uvw meetin<r-house (that, in 
which Mr. Angier iiad ofhciated,) in order to remove 
it to the spot which they were directed to occupy ; but 
they could not obtain it. They next appointed a com- 
mittee to treat for the purchase of the Newton meet- 
ing-hoiiso, which was then to be sold. This purchase 
was effected, for not more than eighty pounds. The 
materials of the building were transported to the ap« 
pointed place, and there set up anew. This was m 
1721. On the 14th of August in the next year, this 
part of the town invited Mr. William Welsteed to be; 
their minister. But he declined the invitation, and 
was afterward settled at the Old North Church in Bos- 
ton. They next applied f December 18th, 1722) to 
Mr. Warham Williams, who accepted their call, and 
was ordained .lune 11th, 1723. He was a son of the 
Rev. John VViiiiams of Deerheld, Mass., and in his 



♦ The Act for this purpose was passed in 1790. See " Acts and Laws 
of the General Court and Assembly of the Province of Massachusetts 
B«y,l^ Anno Regis Georgii Septimo,'* 
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childhood was, with the rest of his father's tmAljf io 
captivity amon^ the Indians in Canada for two or three 
years.* He died June 22d, 1751 , aged 52. 

The eastern precinct likewise proceeded, on their 
part, to comply with the direction of the Couii. Set^- 
eral meetings were held, in which it was determined to 
erect a house lor public uui^hip on the height of land, 
which(as before observed)vvas then called SchooUhouse 
Hill ; and measures were adopted accordingly. This 
part of the town, as well as the western part, endeav- 
oured to purchase the new or middle meeting-house, 
choosing rather to remove this, if it could be had, than to 
build a new one : but their pro|iosal for this purpose, like 
the other, failed of success* Accordingly^ on the 14th 
of January, 1723, they, voted to build a new house for 
worship OQ the hill before specified, leaving the dtmen* 
sions of the building to be settled by a committee, pvo^ 
vidiiig only that it should not be less than 60 feet long 
and 40 feet wide. The object of this vote was to be 
effected within twelve months; and though no notice 
is taken of the completion of the work, jet doubtless 
it was finished wlihin that time. It appears, that in 
consequence of the extraordinary ex[)c use, which the 
Jpwn was now oblij^ed to incur, the minister of the 
eastern parish, Mr.Gibbs, relinquished a certain amount 
of the salary which was due to him. 

Watertown w^is now regularly divided into two dis* 
tinct parishes, the eastern and the western, each of 
which had erected a new meeting-house. This wasa 
preliminary step to the final separation of the two par- 
ishes into distinct towns ; for several years, however, 
they remained together, as one town. In what man* 
ner the society, to which Mr* Angter had ministered, 
disposed of their meetini^-house, we are not informed* 
^ They had refused to sell it to either of the two pre- 
cincts when application was made for it. The society^ 

* An account of this captivity, in detaili may be found ia ^ TM JUir 
deemed Captive retaroing to Srion.** 
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h is probable, findii^ themselves too feeble to exist 
separately, were gradually dispersed and joined them- 
-selves to the other two parishes. Their meeting-honse 
being abandoned was; we may presume, in the course 
of a few years demolished. It appears, however, that 
^ for some time they acted as a distiuct church and so- 
ciety, and that their proceedings Were thought to be 
irregular and censurable. That this was the fact, I 
infer from a vote recorded by iMi . Gibhs's successor 
conceniiiig a Mr. Daniel W liitiicy, in which it is men- 
tioned, as an offence, that lie " ovvued the coveiiaut 
nnionjr and subiiiitted himself to the watch and disci- 
pline of those who a(!ted as a third church in Water- 
town, and that he had a child baptized by Mr. Robert 
Sturgeon after the result of the council of churches 
met at Watertown on May 1st, 1722." * 

The Rev, Henry Gibbs died on the 21st of October, 
' 1723, having just entered on the 66th year of his age, 
and the 27th year of his ministry, reckoned from the 
date of his ordination. He was buried on the 24th of 
October, in the old grave-yard in. Watertown. His- 
father was Mr. Robert Gibbs, f a merchant of Boston, 

whose family was of Dorsetshire, England. Mr. Henry 

* 

♦ Of the Council here mentioned I find no other notice. Mr. Sturgeon 
was' (as before noticed) one of thoao who supplied the puljnt aftor Mr. 
Anfficr's death. Persons are living, who remember to have hetfd him 
spoken of ns having been one of the clcrprymen in the town. 

\ Mr. Robert Gibbs was a genUemaa ofluri^'o property, and of con- 
uderable distinction, i'l Boston. Hia house is montionea by Josselyo, 
who, describing Boston in 10t>l, snys : " The buildings are handsome, 
joining one to another as in London, with muny large streets, most of 
them paved with pebble stone: In the high street towards the Common 
there are fair buildings, some of stone, and nt tiio cast end of the town 
one amon? the rest, built by the shore, by Mr. Gibbs, a m<M-phnnt, being 
a stately edifice, which it is thought will stand him in little less tbai| 
£:)U00 before it ba fblly finished.** Mw Enfrland*a Bariiiea Diae^timd, 
p. I & 3. In llio time of Sir Kdmund Andros, tliis bouse was onceoc- 
cnpind by soldiers, ncf nr»lin<; to Jn<l^e Sewall, who records as follows: 

l()dti, Dec. 24. About GU Red-Coats are brought to town, landed at 
Mr- Poo1*s wharf, where drew up, and so matchedto Mr. Gibbs's housa 
at Fort Hill." There was a whaif calliad by IAr« GiMnAi name ia that 
liartofBoslon where he lived. 

10 
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Gibbs was graduated at Harvard College in 1685, and 
in June 1692 was married to Miss Mercy Greenoui;h. 
His situation at Watertown must have been, in many 
respects, ditiHcult and trying amidst the strife with 
which the town was agitated, during a considerable 
part of his ministry. But it reflects no little honor on 
his firmness, prudence, and good sense, that he seems 
to have been held in high respect by all the inhabitants 
of the town, even by tnose who abandoned the old 
place of worship, to which he was attached. No com- 
plaint or reproach appears against him, in the midst of 
transactions which asually make it dilBcolt for a cler- 
gyman to escape censure. This was not the result of 
calcalating policy, or selfish pliancy of disposition on 
his part, but of real kindness of feeling and simple rec- 
titude of conduct. There can be no doubt that he was 
a devoted and faithful minister. His services were 
able and highly valued by his own parish, and among 
the ncij^hbouring churches. Without any pretension to 
what are commonly considered great or shining quali- 
ties, he had, what is far better, sound sense, warm piety^ 
and a well-directed zeal in doing good. Of his peca- 
liarities and habits of life it is not easy, after the lapse 
of more than a century, to learn much. Tradition has 
preserved among his descendants the amusing, though 
trivial particular, that he was accustomed to write hw 
sermons on the bellows in the chimney comer. The 
strange and melancholy infatuation about witchcraft 
prevailed in his time ; and of some of the scenes con- 
nected with this delusion he had an opportunity of 
being an eye-witness. His feelings on one of these 
occasions he recorded in the following passages iu his 
diary ; and while they intimate the superstitious mis- 
givings, to which he in common with others yielded, 
tliov show at least that he was capable of holdinti his 
mind in suspense on the subject, which was a degree 
of moderation and good judgment not very common at 
that period, even among intelligent men : ^< 1692, 30th 
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May. This day I travelled to Salem. 31st. i spent 
tills (lay nt Salem \illage to auend the publick exam- 
iiiaiiuii of ci iininals (witches), and observe remarkable 
and prodigious passages therein. Wonder'd at what I 
saw, but how tojudiie and conclude 1 am at a loss: to 
a fleet my heart, and induee me to more eare and coii- 
cei nedness about myself and others, is the use 1 should 
make of it." Mr. Gibbs was a benefactor both to his 
church and to the College. In his Will, which was 
pro?ed November 11th, 1723, he made the following 
bequest, part of which still constitutes a portion of what 
18 called the ministerial fund : <M do give and bequeath 
to the £astern Church of Christ in Watertown^ to 
which I have borne a pastoraf relation, for the encour* 
agement of the eospel ministry there, my four acres of 
pasture land and three acres of marsh, situate in the 
jEast end of said town, for the use of the said church for 
ever. And I do give to said Church my silver bowl 
.with a foot." His legacy to the College he devised 
in the following terms : " And fmtlier it is my will, 
that witliin two years after my youngest child comes 
of age, an hundred pounds be paid by my heirs for the 
use of Harvard College, forty pounds thereof by my 
son, and twenty pounds apiece by my daughters; the 
yearly interests to be exhibited to such members of the 
College as need ity firstly to my children's posterity if 
thej desire it*" 

The writings of Mr. Gibbs bear a creditable testi- 
mony to his I»lent8| piety, and sobriety of judgment. 
They have that natural and direct character, which 
indicates that the author's chief desire was to do good* - 
While they are free from all affectation of style and 
extravagance of feeling, they breathe the warm and 
tender spirit that is so well suited for the purposes of 
edification. In 1721 h*^ jmblished a treatise entitled 
*• The cei tain Blessedness ol all those, vvliose .'Sins are 
• forgiven, considered, confirmed and applved, from 
' Psalm xsLxu. 1, 2. iioston : printed by S. kuceiaod 
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ior D. HoDchmaii." It eonstatt of a nnaiber of dis- 
courses condeDsed together io a systematical form. 
Vor this book a preface was written by the Rev* 
Benjamlo Wadsworth, at that time minister of the 

'First Church in Boston, and afterward president of 
Harvard College, who remarks, " The wortiiy Author 
of these Sermons needs iiu couHiieiidailoii in a pre- 
law e ; bein;^ justly most v.'iiiuhI by those to whom he 
is most known." A little voluuie, full of allectionate 
and practical counsels, was gat liered from Mr. Giiibs s 
papers, and published after his death, with the title, 
** Godly Children their Parents Joy; exhibited m 
several Sermons &c., Boston: printed by JS. Kneeland 
& T. Green for D. Henchman. The preface 

Avas written by Dr. Col man of the Church in Brattle 
Square, Boston.* In 1704 M^* Oibbs preached the 
Artillery Election Sermon : it was published with a 
title of somewhat formidable length) as follows ; The 
Right Method of Safety, or the Just Concern of the 



*Dr. Colman expressee his oinnioii of the book as follow s : But I 

forj^et that I am only writing; a f^reflice, and that but to a small book, 
and a very good one that needs »othiiic of mine to be added to it. The 
good people of WfttOTtown, who piMB^ me to thai ieniee, w ill, I hope, 
eoaily forgive me the length I have gone ; and having shown this re- 
spect to the labours nnd memory of their deceased pastor as to'send this 
jioethuinous piece to the preas, I trust they will now treasure it up in 
their hearts, put it into the hends of their hooseholda, and teach it dili- 
gently to tlir ir cliildrcn, for whom, as well as for themselves, it is well 
adapted Vo make Buving impreasionH, if God add liie Idessing. The very 
virtuous children of the deceased author will not need to be exhorted to 
Toceive these iiwtractions of their fiither with a double reverence, and 
teach their children after them to rise up and call him Uc^st d. Vea I will 

Ijresiime to add my wish, that the students at Cauibridge (where the 
earned author wa^ so well known ami iienour'd while ho lived) would 
wear this little boolcaboat them, and m.-ik< it a Vatic mrrum; study the 
plain and easy rules of it, and weigh well the powerful and strong motives 
in it ; till their whole soul receive the rich leven of it, and they go into 
that wisdome taught in it, which wil) render 'em the joy tnd crown as 
weU of their courtly, m of their paxenlii, 8noh ere ua oennMNi hete 
commended to you ; and such sermons as these, in the ordinary course 
of preaching, wdl give a man character and praise eno' in the churches 
of Chriit, as a wise and fiuthftil pastor, and as a pidieloMs and Isamed 
pteacher. To say more of the gifts of one of the most modest and retir- 
ed men while he Uv'd would be tooflhr some kind of violence to him now 
be is dead." 
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People of God to join e due Trust in Him withe dili* 
geat .Us,e of Means. As it was propounded in a 
ierokOB pceaphed at Boston to the Artillery Company 
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, on the 

5th of June, 1704, being the Day for their Election of 
Ofticers." The text was Psalm xliv. 6.* These, I 
believe, are the only published productiuiis of Mr, 
Gibbs's pen. He is said to liav(^ had a turn for poetry ; 
and a specimen of it is a|)i)ended to a manuscript 
collectiou of his sermons, now in the library of the 
Essex Historical Society. It is an Attempt at 
Versification on the Word of God," in twenty-four 
Stanzas, and manifests the piety much more than the 
poetical gifts of the writer.f 

The records kept by Mr. Gibbs are defectivei 
extending only from 1697 to During ttds 

timoy the number of his admissions to the chuich was 
Slf of marriages 21, and of baptisms 143. 

January 14tfa| 1723f a conunittee was chosen by the 
town to address the General Court for the purpose of 
obtaining the 2000 a^res of upland and 1600 acres 
of meadow formerly granted to Watertown, and not 
yet taken up." It does not appear when, or for 
what purpose, this grant had been made. The land, 



* .T'ulfie Sewall lias recorded that, in 1720, he pmponn Jed Mr. Cibbs 
for elee-tion preacher." This refers to the Generni Election; hut tho 
proposal seeuis to have been unsuccessful, for Mr. Gibhs never preached 
the sernioii on that occasion. 
I f For many of the above particulars roncernini^ Mr. Gihhs T am in- 
(^tcd to the pohteness of one of his descendunta, Mr. Wiihum Gihhs 
of Salem, a diligent and careful antiquarian. It should alio be men-' 
tioned that Mr. Josiah W. Gibhs, Professor of Sacred Literature in 
Yale College, and distinrrniahed as an Orient.il scholar and Biblical 
critic, is among ihe doscendaate of Uiia minister of VV atertown. His 
daughter, Margaret, was the wife of the Rev. Dr. Appleton'of Cam* 
bridge: she was married June Sfith, 1719, and died JftOQUy 17th, ]77h 
He had a son William, who was drowned in Cbarles River in Cambridge, 
where he was at school, August, 1715 ; of which ^evcnt Judce iSewaU 
has tak«D aotioe in bw M8S» In * fiet of the eoinMBt nmlBlem of 
New Enjrland, made by the Rev. John Barnard of Marblebead, the 
name of Mr. Giblis of Watcrtown is placed in the secood doas. Uiat* 
ColL 1st Berie^, Yui. X. p. 170. See Appendix I. 
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if obtained^ was to be dirided between Waterfemi 
and Westoo, according to the proportion of each in 
the Proi^ce Tax. Their right to this grant, it would 
seem, had become obsolete, or was disputed ; for they 
speak of recovering it, in the records of the town meet- 
ings of 1725 ; 111(1 1726, ill which the subject comes 
up a^ani nmrc thaii once. Thej made hut slow pro- 
gre>:5 iii gauiin;! the attention or consent of the Court 
to their petition. But that finally thej did succeed, 
in part at least, we iearn ftoin ilie fact, that in August, 
1728, persons were appointed " to seek out and survey 
the 2000 acres of land granted to VVatertown and 
Weston,^' and likewise to procure a plan, or sketch, 
of the land under the hand of the surrejory to be 
l^resented to the General Conrt, at their next session, 
for their co[\hrmation. The next year, a proposal to 
sell the town's right in these 2000 acres was rejected 
by vote. In connexion with the abovementioned 

. petition, it was yoted (March Hth, 1726,) to address 
the General Conrt for a suitable tract of land to seMe 
iheir young people on*" About ten years afterward 
(December 1st, 1735), the representative of the town 
was instrncte<l to bring the suhject again before the 
Coui u aiiil to ask for a t(n\ iiship, out of the uiinpiuo- 
priai'd I.ukI of tl»c Proviiicf . to f unnsh a seliiement Jar 
their youth, ** for such reasons as may justly be offer- 
ed.'' How cogent these reasons were, we cannot 
judge ; for they are not -stated. The necessity, 
whether real or imaginary, for such a petition, implies 
that the young men of the town were supposed to have 
become too numerous to find room at home ; but why 
a special provision was necessary to procure a settle- 
ment for them, instead of leaving them to take care 
of themselves, it b difficult to discover. 

The successor of Mr. Gibbs in the ministry of the 
Eastern parish was the Rev. Seth Storer, who was 

ordained July 22d, 1724. Of the proceedings iii rela* 
tion to .his settlement nothing is said in the town 
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recofdi) since it was a ccmceni belonging only to the 
precinct.* 

In Janoary, 1731, the representative of the town 
was directed to petition the General Court lu 
demoli^li the great bntlge over Charles River in Catn- 
bridge, and to erect a ferry in lieu thereof, under such 
regulations as they shall see meet." The of-easion or 
reasons lor this petition are not assigned, it may be 
conjectured that the obstruction of navigation wns the 
grievance, of w hich the Watertown people complained ; 
if so, their business on the river must at this time have 
been of considerable amount. A vote was passed in 
. 1734, to ask of the Court a grant of some of the unap^ 
propriated land belonging to the Province, to enable 
them to support the bridge over Charles River in 
Watertown ; and it should be mentioned here, thai 
about twenty years before this time they had applied 
to the Court for an order to have this bridge niamtained ' 
at the expense of the whole county of Middlesex* 
These applications were doubtless unsuccessful. Ii| 
1734, also, another petition to the General Court was 
agreed upon, the object of which was to obtain a grant 
of land " to enable Watertown the better to support 
tlic two giaiiHiiar schools in the town." This request, 
I presume, likewise tailed of success. In order, as it 
would seem, to effect the same object (partially at 
least) in another way, certain tracts of land, lying by 
tht^ highways and belonging to the town, were sold ; 
and in March, 1736, a vote was passed to create, out 
of the money accruing from these sales, a stock or 
fund, the interest of which should be annually appro- 
priated for the support of the Grammar and English 
schools in the town.'' Whether this fund was in fact 
ever constituted^ or^ if so, how it was afterward di»* 

* The following ia Mr. Storer's own notice of his settlement, in the 
iMok of cinirefa records: **lyrm called to the work of the miidBlry by 

the church and congregation in the Easterly precinct in Watertoira on 
February 3d, and was solemnly set apart for that work by prnver 

and the imposition of the hands of the pr^bytery on July UUd, 17M/* 
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posed of, are qoestions which I suppose we have no 
means of settling. There is no such school fund in 
existence at the present time. 

An inetliM tiial attempt was nindc bv the Western 
preriiict, iu 17i31, to obtain an incui jJoi.UHn), a> a >e()a- 
rate Township. In April of lhat year, at a nicetins; of 
both precincts, a2:cnts were ap[)(>iiiTe(l to appear before 
the GfMPral Court in opposition to tlu? attempt, and 
to sliovv reason why the j>ra}er of ilie petitiooers 
shouki not l»e graoted. An incorpofation was not 
effected tiil seven years after this time. 

A meeting of the town was calted on the \Oth of 
September, 1731, to bear the repiesentatioii of the 
honorable House of Representafifes lelating to the 

Ciblick estate of the afiairs - of this Pnwince now 
boured under, which representation is recommended 
to the several towns hj said House, for their serious 
eomideration : and for the town to fi^e their advice 
or directions with relation to said affairs laboured 
under." At the time here specified, the ijreat and 
engrossing topic of jjublic interest was the discussion 
between Governor Belcher aiul ilu H ou^c, concerning 
the stjppiHt of the governor by a ii.xed salarv; and 
to this subject, or to some question growin*: out of it, 
the representation mentioned in the above statement 
prol)ablj referred. It does not appear hy the records, 
that the people of Watertown took any measures 
whatever in relation to the subject. , 

The jurisdiction, or at least the advice, of the Pro* 
Tineial government seems to have been extended not 
onljr to meeting-houses, but. to school-houses. In 
1753^ certain measures were recommended by the 
House of Representatives, to which the town gave 
their consent, for the purpose of having two school- 
houses, and employing two schoolmasters. 

In 1734, a singular and somewhat amusing inter- 
ruption of traffic, amounting to a sort of act of non-inter- 
course, took place between Wateitovvii and the 
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metropolis. Thero had been, till this time, no cst;\l)- 
lished and reafulnr market in lk)ston ; but in the 
spring of 1734 measures wi i e adopted to provide three 
places for this purpose iu parts of the town distant 
from each other.^ What there was in this proceeding, 
or in the arrangements connected with it, that 4;ave 
offence to the ooantrj towns, we are not told* But, 
from aome cause, the establishment of the Boston 
markets excited not a little indignation. On the 17th 
of Maj, the following vote was passed by the people 
of Watertown : Whereas the inhabitants of the town 
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, have of late set 
up n maiiiet iu the said town, which by many is 
thought will prof^ prejudicial to people in the country : 
voted, that whatisoever person, or persons, belonging 
to Watertown, shall within the space of twelve months 
from the llth day of June next presunui to carry any 
wares or provisions from out of Watertown, and 
expose them to sale in liie markets that are voted by 
the inhabitants of the town of Boston to be set up 
there, shall be subject to pay a fine of twenty shillings 
for each ofTence ; one iourth part thereof to the inform- 
er, and the remainder to be for the use of the poor 
of the town of Watertown, to be recovered by the 
Selectmen of said town before any of bis Majesty's 
justices of the peace for the county of Middlesex^^ 
This vote was to be presented to the General Ses- 
sions of the -peace for the connty of Middlesex for 
their confirmation* The formal and strong manner, 
in which it is expressed, intimates the determined 
feelings of men resisting what they suppose to be an 
injurioos oppression. It Is not easy to perceive in 
what consisted the miglit) grievance, which' led to 
this interdict of traffic* Prol^bly, the people from the 
country, bavins been before accustoms to sell their 
commodities wherever they pleased in the metropolis. 



* See Snow's History of Bofton, p. 
11 
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regarded this restriction to certain places of sale as an 
infriDgement upon their rights, and resented it accor- 
dingly. This agreementy on the part of the inlmbi- 
tants of Watertown, to suspend all intercourse of sale 
with the people of Boston at their markets, must have 
soon proved as ineffectual, as it was foolish ; for, in 
defiance of votes, people would not ]on^ refrain from 
' selling wherever and whatever they found it for their 
interest to sell. It is to be presumed, that the prohi- 
bition shortly became a dead letter. Such a union 
among all the ncighbourini; towns, as would amount 
to a coercion upon the inhabitants of Boston, could 
hardly have been expected. The whole atlair is an 
instance of that unwise jealousy^ with which the 
country is apt to regard tite city.^ 

A successful effort was at length made by the 
Western parish in Watertown to become a distinct 
town. At a meeting of the people of that precinct on 
the 8th of December, 1737, a committee was appoint- 
ed to petition the General Court for an act of incor- 
poration, chiefly on account of the difficulties and incon- 
veniences arising from the necessity of tcansacting the 

* That some opposition or resentment was anticipated from the coun- 
^try people, on this occasion, may be infenad fion tiie p«UM takn to 

'obviate any unfavorable impressions, in the feUowing notice of the open* 
ing of the markets, in the News-Letter (a paper publislicd atthnt time 
in BoBton) of June 6tb, 1734: " It's tho't the said markets, carried on 
conformable to the restrietioiifl^ limitatioiis, and r^j^ations of the aaid 

order, will by experience be found very beneficial, as to this ^rcai 
Town in general, and to our Country Friends in particular, in many res- 
pects, hut more especially in ]iuviD|f certain fixed placets of loaori both 
for selling nnd buying the neceraaries of life from day today : And the 
clioupcr ami better tlie coinmoflitics brought for sale arc, certainly the 
more vendable they will be ; which no doubt will induce our Country 
Neighbours to endeavour to bring as good to the market as they can : 
Vuir interest, as well as the toum'8, has l)eea jointly consulted and aim- 
ed at herein." It maybe added, that the abovementioned experiment in 
Boston was unsuccessful at that time, and seems indeed to have been 
nearly or quite as unpopular there, a« in Ute eonntry. In the coarse of 
three years, " the Soulii End market was converted into shops, the 
North was taken down to hi n o ! in constructing a work-hou^o, nnd 
the one at the TowA^ock was demolished by a mob." Snow's iiitit^ory 
of Boston, p. 216. 



Digitized by Google 



8» 

bnrinMiof the two parishes together. The petitkm 
was granted, and the western precinct was incorpora- 
ted as a town, by the name of Waltham, on the 4th 

of January (corresponding in new style to the 15tli), 
1738.* 

Our narrative has now Ijiought us lo the period 
when the original territory r»t Watortown was divided 
into three towns. Notices of transactions resulting 
from tlioir lurmcr connexion, or from the conditions 
on which they separated, frequently occur. That 
portion of the whole, which remains under the old 
name of Watertown> is of much smaller extent than 
Weston or Waltham. 

In 1738 mention is made^ for the first time, I believe, 
of an altercation resulting from conflicting claims about 
the fishery. In that year* two complaints^ one from 
people in Newton^ Needham, Weston, Medfield, and 
Sherburne, the other from the Indians in Natick, were 
presented to the General Court against the inhabitants 
of Watertowa, for stopping the course of the fish ia 
Charles Ri?er. The representative of the town was 
directed to defend their cause in opposition to these 
complaints. Instances of a similar difficulty, from the 
interfering claims of neighbouring towns in this. busi- 
ness, have since been not infi(M|iiciit. 

About this time a proposal was under discussion 
among some of tlie towns in this vicinity, to combine 
for the purpose ot makiog a joint provision for their 
poor. They appointed a committee to confer on the 
subject of building a work-house at the common 
cbarirc and for the common benefit of the towns con- 
cerned. The report of this committee in favor of 
the project, when read at a public meeting in Water- 
town, was accepted, and a vote was passed to unite 
with Cambridge, Waltham, Newton, Weston, and 
Lexington in .building such a work-house. The repre- 



*For an accurate and interesting dewripitoD of WalUiam^ aee Hwt« 
Coll. 2d Series, Vol. III. p. 261. 
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scntatives of the towns concerned were instructed to 
apply loi' ail Act ol" the Court, which should enable 
them to accomplish this object efrectuall) and advan- 
tageously. Whether this plan was ever executed, I 
am uuahle to tell. Probably it was not; for, eleven 
years after this tiiiH\ the people of Watertown 
a[)pointed persons ' to enquire of the neigliboiir'nir!^ 
towns, and see who of ihem will come into the diiniT 
or scheme of the building of a work-house,'' an inquiry 
which implies, that the preyioiiB proposal had failed 
of success. Aodata still later period, (March, 1760,) 
a vote was passed to join with Cambridge, Newtoot 
and Waltham in raising a sum of money, by lottery 
or otherwise, for boiiding a work-bouse." But the 
project does not appear to have been aocomplished* 
It has been thought by some reflecting men, tint large 
establishments of this kind, in which se?eial towns^ 
perhaps a whole county, shouM have a common inter* 
est, would possess many advantages over the usual 
mode of supporting the poor. 

The practice of arranging places for the people at 
public worship, by the authority of the town, still 
coiiiiiiued. May 15th, 1741, persons were chosen 
" to new seat the meeting-house forthwith l)y such 
rules as the town agrees on." In perfonnuig this 
duty, they were instructed " to have regard to age, 
honour, and uselulness, and to real and personal estate, 
as it stands in the Inst invoice.'' This delerence to 
the distinctions of rank and property seems to us, at 
the present day, not a little singular. Bu| it was 
then very common ; and one instance of it may be 
observed in the arrangement of tho Catalogue of the 
graduates of Harvard College, till 1773, when the 
names began to be placed in alphabetical Ofder. The 
business seating the people in the meeting-house 
recurs, in the records, in 1748 and 1749. 

At a public meeting in Watertown, June 29th, 
1741, it was proposed *^to know the mind of the 

t 

■ 
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towDf whethif tbey are wUlipetoencoidraigdAeittftM* 
ing of a bridge mter Ckmrks Smrfrom Cambridge to 
Boston, and what they will do for that end." The 

proposal was rejected by a negative vote. From this 
re* Old it appears, that the plan of a bridge between 
Boston and Cauihi idge was iiiider consideration at a 
much earlier period, than is commonly supposed. 
The [)r(i|)()s:il ibr a bridge frona liosiou to Charlestown 
was made as early as 1720; but 1 am not aware of 
anv account, which states one to liave been distinctly 
projected from Boston to f3ami)ridge at so early a 
date as the above mentioned notice.^ 

The people of Watertown regarded the support of 
their own bndge over Ckirles River as a buideusome 
griefaoeey and complained heavily of the expense. 
They made several efibrts to obtain relief, in some 
way, from the gOTerament of the Province. In May, 
1744| the town* in oooneiion with Weston and 
Waltham, voted to apply to the General Court for 
- a grant of landy for this purpose. More than thirty 
years before, they had endeavoured to procure an Act 
reqmring the whole eounty of Middlesex to support 
the bridge. These applications were unavailing ; but 
they persevered from time to time in their attempts to 
get assistance. It has been already reuiarked, that 
when tlie town claimed of the Court the fuliilinent of 
certain grants of land, they obtained the 2000 acres 
of upland ; but they do not appear to have been 
equally successful with regaid to the meadow land. 
In May, 1752, they renewed their attention to this 
subject in connexion with the bridge. Their repre- 
sentative was instructed to join with the representa- 
tives of Weston and Waltlmm in searching the Prov- 

* We are however informed by Snow in his History of BosUm^ that 
** there had been considerable effort to have the first bridge carri« 
e4 firam Weet Borton to Cambridge ; but the expedienejr of mekins 

the experiment ncrnns the narrower part of the river was So apparent, 
that the tows of Uotitoa had expressed an ouiuion ahnoet anaiumous 
(1988toa)iBfinwofjl.*> p.m 



Digitized by Google 



t 

I 

86 

nice Heooids to find the grant of 1600 ams of mend* 
ow, and haTing thus proved their right to loeh a tract, 
to ask of' the General Court an equivalent for it in 

some of the unappropriated lands belonging to the 
Province, which might be applied for the relief oJ 
"their great burden relating!: to said tjiiduc, that they 
may be the b( ttt r mabled tu hc-di that burden, wliicb 
the piil)lic in geiieial etijoj and reap so great benefit 
and advantao^e l)y." It does not appear that the town 
ever obtained the 1600 acres of meadow, ortlie equiv- 
alent for which they pciiiioned ; and prolialily, the 
expectation of lu)lp Irorn the rrovincial Government 
in maintaining the bridge was abandoned. 

It was owinj^, I suppose, to the state of the curren- 
cv,* that in March, 1749, the town voted to defer 
the usual grant for the Rev. Mr. Storer's salary, and 
appointed a committee to inquire, meanwhile, into 
die contiBct made with Mr. Storer at the time of his 
settlement, and to make diligent enquiry what silver 
was per ounce then, and what the necessaries of life 
then oDSt, and how things are at this present time." 
This committee reported at the next May meeting ; 
and sixty pounds were then granted by vote as Mr. 
Storer's salary for the year from the first of March, 
larger sums havinij been previously j)roposed, and 
rejected. This appropriation was deemed insufficient 
by a considerabhi part of the town ; and their ofjinion 
prevailed so iar, iliat when the Selectmen soon alter 
called another meeting ou tlie subject, the salary was 
raised to what seems to have been its regular amount 
at that tiiiH^, LGii, 13s. 4d. 

In 1753 the First Parish in Cambridge presented a 
petition to the General Court, "that some of the 
Easterly inhabitants of Watertown with their estates 
might be annexed to said parish." The people of 
Watertown appointed a committee to oppose this 
petition. It was nevertheless granted ; and the next 

*See Hulcliintton, Vol. If. p. 392, &c 
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jear, the inhabitants of Watertown petitioAod for a' 
part of Cambridge and a part of Newton, as an equiv-> - 
alent for what lind been taken from theoi to be annex- 
ed to Cambridge. No grant corresponding to this 
petition appears to have ^n made* watertown was 
thus finally reduced, from its originally large territory, 
to the small extent included within its present boundar 
ries** In 1754, it was proposed to make an exchange 
with Waltbam in soch a manner, that the inhabit- 
ants of some of the extreme parts of each town might 
be better accommodated in attending public worship ; 
but the proposal was rejected. A coiiHuiitt^e was 
chosen to petition "that a iiUI^^)er of the inhabitants 
of Newton might be set off to Watertown." This 
petition prohaljly related to what was called Angier^s 
Corner, which still remains a part of Newton, t 

At this period a warm and 'unimonious dispute 
began in the town, and iast( <! (or :i considerable time. 
December 17th, 1753, a proposition was submitted 
to remove the meeting-house from the hill, on which 
it stood, to some other place not specified. At that 
time the proposition was rejected. But the rejection 
seems only to hare given new excitement to the 
friends .of the measure;, for, on the 20th of the next 
February, a meeting was called, chiefly with refer- 
ence to this subject, and it was then voted that the 
^ meeting-house should be removed from School-house 

* Waterto^ citai owns a |ntt of a wharf an Charles River in the 

western quarter of Cambridge. 

fit may be worth while to insert here the following curious record, 
as a specimen of the superintendence exercised by the Selectmen at 
* theft tame with regard to schools : " t a meeting of the Selectmen at 
Mr. Jonathan Bemis's on the 4lh of Dec. 1752, Mr. Sam'l Coolidrre was 
present, and the Selectmen gave him a thorough talk relatini,' to his 
past conduct, and what ho might expect if he did not behave well in 
the school for the future : they declar'd unto him that they put him 
into the school again for tryal, and if he behaved well he sliould not be 
wrong'd, and that he was to begin the school the 11th day of this De- 
cemlier. Mr. Coolidge complained that hm wanted a winter coat .* de- 
eired Bfr. Bemie to get him a bear-akin coat, and get Mr. Ifeed to 
make it: and to give the Selectmen an account thereof'* 
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HiU to the half acre of - land lately given by Nath'i 
•Harris Esq, to the town, and that the said hoaao be 
erected there anew^" &c« There was endentlj a trial 
of strength on the qaeBtkNiy and the vote passed only 
" bj three oddi.^' The removal was agreed to, it 
seems, only on the condition^ that the town, as siicb, - 

* should be at no expense about it. Accordingly seven 
men undertook it on their own respooBibiiity, and 
gave a security that the town should be free from aH 
charge. Tliese men were appointed a committee to 
see the business executed, and were directed to pro- 
ceed as speedilv as might be. The old house was 
accordiu^l) t.ikeii down, and the materials transported 
to the destined spot, lo be again si t up : but l)pforo the 
work could be completed, the liuiiding in its uniinished 
state was burnt to the ground. This took \^hrp in 
Mnv, 175 k No doubt was entertained that the tire 
was the work of an incendiary : several persons ^were 
examined and brought to trial, bat evidence eoold not 
6e found sufficient to convict any one. 

The people were thrown hito a sort of consternation 
by this event. The religious services of the Sabbath 
were at first attended at the Rev* Mr. Storer'S' house ; 
bat another more convenient place vras soon provided 
to answer the present purpose. They next proceeded, 
under the present awfiil frown of Heaven^ ^as they 
called the sad effects of their own contention), to 
appoint a day of fastmg and prayer, and to apply to 
Mr. Storer for advice and direction on the subject. 

- The day was observed, and several of the jieighbouring 
ministers were invited to attend and assist iii the 
services. 

A town meeting was licld June 13th, 175't, at 
which it was determined h\ \ ote to build a new liouse 
for public worship, fifty-six feet long, and iortj-two 
feet wide, on the same place as before, viz., half ' • 
acre of land given by Nathaniel Harris, Esq. Six hun- 
dred pounds were at first appreciated for this ohyiciy * 
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and a bmlding committee chosen, with directions to 
have the house finished as soon as possible. A protest 
against all these proceedings, by those who had from 
the outset been opposed to the removal of the meet- 
ing-house liom tlie hili, was prebcnted and placed on 
record. The asperity of the language used in lliis 
protest sulticiently indicates the irritated state of feel- 
ing between the two parties. Tfiry, who signed it, 
complained that their wishes had been slighted, and 
their rights violated, io the whole business ; a griev- 
ance, which they thought the more intolerable, as they 
claimed, to be the owners and possessors of much 
the greater part of the rateable estate in the town.^ 
They protested against paying any part of the cost of 
the new house, among other reasons, because they con- 
ceived that the persons, who had at first given a formal 
pledge io save the town from all expense on account 
of the removal and rebuilding of the meeting-house, 
were still bound by that engagement, since, when* 
they took upon themselves that obligation, they vol- 
imtarily incurred the risk of all accidents and hazards ; 
and consequently that the town ought not to be bur- 
dened with any charge whatever. Notwithstanding 
this argument, the town did not require the connnittee, 
formerly appointed, to fulfil their bond, proli;iMy 
because the fire, in which the meeting-house had been 
• destroyed, was believed to have taken place under 
such circumstances, as would not allow it to be fairly 
considered as one of the hazards incurred by the 
6ngagement. The bond was soon after relinquished 
into the hands of the committee. 

The building of the new meeting-house proceeded, 
^ without any regard to the protest. It appears to have 
been completed as early as February, 1755. Till 
very recently, it was the only one in the town, and 
vnth an admtion hereafter to be mentioned, it is the 
place of worship still used by the Congregational Soci- 
ety. This house is consequently somewhat more than 

12 ' 
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seventj-five years oil* It may easily be nifpoeed, 
that the former ritoatbn of the meeting-bouse, on the 
summit of a high hil]» must hare beeu exceediu^y 
incouTenient, especially iu the winter ; nor can we 
wonder that a majority of the people were in favor 
of the removal. It is to be regretted, however, that 
this could not have been done in the spirit of peace 
aiid of mLUual concession. The effects ol the unhap- 
py dispute, in one form or another, aic 2>aid to have 
lasted several years. 

The meeting-house heinj^ liuished, the pews were 
soon disposed of, being assigned, by ilie town, to in- 
dividuals, accordinj^ to their proportion in the sched- 
ule of taxes. It was voted, that " they should be 
settled upon real and personal estate,'' the valuation 
used for this purpose being the same by which the 
rate for buildiug the house had been made. The 
object of this vote was, I suppose, to r^iilate the or- 
der of precedence in choice. When any one should 
wish to sell his pew, the town was to have the refu* 
sal of it ; and when any person should remove from 
, Watertown, his pew was to revert to the town, upon 
their reimbursiug the money whicb he had paid for 
it. Other regulations concerning the mode of obtain- 
ing and transferring the pews were established, though 
evidently with much opposition. 

Arrangement? were made for selling ** the minis- 
terial place,t exciusive of the marsh," if Mr. Storer's 

* The account of coet <if this iiMtliiff-houBe, ai reported by the com- 
mittee, standfi as follows: 

To contract vv ith Messrs Pierpoint and Evans . £4840 Old 'Tenor. 
To«ervices done by persons, and materials procured, 360 : 1 
To allowance for finisbing the meetin<r-)iouse . • . Si : 0 

Grantfid by tho to^A n . . . £45(M) Old Tenor* 

Materials of former house sold . 151:1 5251 : 1 

. 4651:1 

£4651:1 

£(J(X) : 0 

The sum of six huudred pounds, old tetm j w im raised on Uie pews to 
cancel the remainder due in the aoeoont 

^ The parsonagf here mentioned was, T am told, tlie place recenOy 
occHpied bj Mi» David livermore, and now in the possesiiQa of hia 
family. 
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consent coQ]d be obtained. He consented, and the 
place was sold. The committee, to whom the busi- 
ness was entiusted, were instructed to offer Mr. 
Storer the interest of the money arisins: from the sale, 
or to procure another place, as he shuuld choose. It 
seems he preferred the l;itt( r proposal ; and the town 
purchased the parsouage which was occupied by him 
and his successors.* 

At this time, Watertown owned a share in a tract 
of land near Wachusett Hill, as we learn from a vote, 
passed May I2th, 1765, to sell « their right in the 
farm near Wachusett Hill." Mr. John Hunt, Lieuten- 
ant Daniel Whitney, and £nsign Jonathan Bemis 
were appointed a committee to effect the sale. It 
18 not said in the records how the town came into 
possession of ibis land i but it was doubtless their part 
of the 2000 acres before mentioned, which they iiad 
<^laimed and received in consequence of an old grant 
made by the General Court. Waltham and Weston 
had each a lii^ht in that grant, because it was made 
before they were incorporated ; aiul accordingly these 
towns are mentioned as havinc claims in the tract 
near Wachusett. When Watertown's part in this 
land was sohl, the sum of £66. 13s. 4d., from the 
proceeds oT the sale, was (by vote, October 6th, 1755,) 
appropriated towards the purchase of the new parson- 
age, although the committee, who were to buy that 
estate for the town, had been expressly instructed to 
give no more for it than would accrue from the sale 
of the old parsonage* It does not appear on record, 
nor hare I been able to learn, what disposition was 
made of the rest of the money, for which Watertown's 
right in the lan4 near "W^cbusett was sold. 

Much dissatisfaction (on what ground, we are not 

— - — . — _ ^ 

* The builirinj^R, and a am«ll part of the land, belon^jinf^ 1o this ooill- 
isterial place, were sold in 1823. I'here is now so parsona^tt in the 
town. 
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faifoniied) wai ezpremd coooeniiiu; tlye choiee of a 
moderator at a town meeting oo tie fith of Ifarch, 
1759. In coDsequence of that tioeamness, and with 

the consent of all parties, application was made to the 
Geiieial Court, recjuesting them to set aside the pro- 
ceeding's of tUat iiicctiiig, and to appoint a moderator 
to act Tor the town. The Cmii i coiiiplitd with th« 
request, and appoiuied for uiodirator the Hon. Bin- 
jamin Lincoln, Esq., father of that distinguished olli( 
and patriot, General Lincoln. Mr. Lincoln came to 
Watertown, and presided at the town meeting. Here is 
another curious instance of an appeal to the Provip* 
cial government on town matters. We do oot learm 
what the difficulty was, wbich produced the necessity 
of resorting to this expedieaU At the meeting jof 
which Lincoln was moderator, nothing hut the ontina- 
ty business of the town was transacted. 

A notice occurs, March 15th, 1762, that the Sec^ 
ond Precinct in Cambridge had petitioned to have a 
part of Watertown annexed to them. The people 
of Watertown opposed this petition ; and it appears 
to have been rejected. 

Ill 1767 an application was made to the General 
Court " to have the fishery in Watertown pnt under 
some regulations, to prevent the many (juarrels and 
disputes that arise therehy." Legislative rnactments 
respecting tliis subject have been frequent .in more 
recent times. 

The dark and stormy period of the Revolution was 
now ^t approaching. The excitement, by which 
it was preceded, doubtless reached every village- 
in the land. ThO' indignation called ffwth by the 
act imposing certain duties on tea, paper, glass, 
and other articles, imported into the coloniea, is famil- 
larW known. When, towards the close of the year 
1767, a meeting was held in Boston for the purpose 
of promoting the use of home manu&ctures, and pre- 
venting, as lur as possible, the im|K>rtation of Europe- 
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an ntielMi, sjmg&lhy and aapport in tin BManie 
weie aoogbt bj an appeal to the other towns. At . 
a pablicmeeting in Watertowny January 11th, 1768, 
a letter was read to the inhabitants from the Select- 
men of J3oston, inclosiofi^ a copy of the votes, which 
had been passed there m relation to die abovemen- 
tioned purpose. After some debate, the people of 
Watertown appointed a committee to report on the 
subject, and at an uljournerl meeting on the 18th of 
Jaiunrv, they passed the loliou in^ vote, the phraseol- 
ogy ot vvhicli is somewhat aumsnig, as well as spirit- 
ed. " The town ol Watertown, being alarmed at the 
late impositions on the cokmieS) aod perceiving the 
atreights and difficulties the people . of this Province 
must be biought into by lessening the^mediom of 
trade, have considered with pleasure the attempts 
made for lading aside the use of foreiga articles we 
may well do without, and the resolutions many towns 
have come into for the promotion of industry and the 
encouragement of their own manufactures ; we do al-- 
so cheerfully and unanimously vote, that we are ready 
to join in any patriotick endeavours to lessen our im- 
poitations, and iheri^by prevent our gold and silver 
from giving us tlu! slip, that we consent to lay aside 
the use not only ot ihe articles eiiniuerated by the 
town of Doston in their resolves, but of all foreign teas 
as expensive and pernicious, as well as iinneccssary, 
this continent aboundiu;i^ with many herbs ofa more 
salubrious quality, which, if we were as much used to 
as the poisonous Bohea, would no doubt in time be as 
agreeable, perhaps much more so; and whilst by a 
manly influence we expect oor women to make this 
sacrifice to the good of their country, we hereby de- 
clare we shall highly honour and esteem the eooour- 
agers of our own manufactures and the general use of 
the productions of this continent ; this being in our 
judgment at this time a necessary means, under God, 
cf rendering us a happy and free people.". It may 
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emto a smile at the present dsT to observe tbe "traog 
lennst in which our fathers tbonght h necessaiy, in 
their zeal for resbting what they considered aggres- 
sioD) to denounce that refreshing beverage, the praises 
of which Dr. Johnson has celebrated by describing 
himself as one ^< who with tea amuses the etening, 
with tea solaces the midnight, and with tea welcomes 
the luuiiiing." They seem to have been apprehen- 
sive that their measures of hostility nL^ninst tea would 
be least likely to find a cordial lk (juiescence on the 
part of the hidies ; and li iraditiou do not misiiiform 
us on this {)omt, their apprehensions were not with- 
out foundation. At the same meeting they gave in- 
structions to their representative, which, while they 
manifest a warm determination to resist encroach*- 
ments on their rights, indicate, by the respectful men- 
tion made of the king and the mother country, how 
frr they were at that time from any thought of re-* 
ttouncing their allegiance to Great Britain. After 
charging him to conduct himself agreeably to the di- 
rections given by the town of Boston,^<who to their 
immortal honour took the lead," they proceed as fol- 
lows: "we desire you would be upon your guard 
against any who, under false pretences of patriotick 
zeal to their country, may endeavour to draw you into 
any rash or disorderly measures, either disrespectful to 
the best of Sovereii^ns oi uiidutiful to our Mother Coun- 
try ; but that yon cooll v and dispassionately join, mid re- 
, peatedly join if expedient, in all firm, vigorous, but most 
leiral and peaceable measures in ascertaining our char- 
ter privileges, and for obtaining relief of those grievan- 
ces which otherwise threaten us with impending ruin." 

September 21st, 1768,|Mr. John'Remington was 
chosen by the town to attend the Convention, sum- 
moned at Boston to take into consideration the state 
of public affiiirs, when a military force from England 
was daily expected to be stationed in the metropolb.* 

* S«6 Gordon, History, &c. Vol. I. p. lf)4. 
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* ToteB and resolves for the parpose oi di^eooraging 
importations from England were again passed, Mar^ 
8th, 1770, by Watertown, and n copy of them trans- 
mitted to the committee of merchants in Boston.^' 

In November, 1772, a committee of correspondence, 
was appointed, at a town meeting in Boston,* to write 
circular letters to the several towns in the province, 
enumerating the wrongs and grievances inflicted bj 
the British Parliament, and calling upon the people to 
be active and watchful. Tlie inhabitants of VVater- 
towa, like those of iiu)?.i otiu r [ilaces in the colony, 
replied to this appeal in a toiic of earnest and cordial 
sympathy. A couiuiittee was chosen, and on the 6th 
of F( bruaty, 1773, an answer to the circular was 
reported, which was accepted, and put on record. 
This answer states, in very stron;!^ and solemn expres- 
sions, the conviction entertained of their dangers and 
duties at the momentous crisis ; but it contains nothing 
sufficiently peculiar to be extracted. 

The agitating excitement, which led to the destruc- 
« tion of thb tea in Boston harbour, was'of course felt 
with peculiar intensity in the immediate neighboar- 
hood of the metropolis. Xhe people of Watertown 
mett January dd, 1774, and expressed their sentiments 
and purposes in relation to the whole snbject, in the' 
resolves common at that period, preceded by a spirited 
preamble. Adverting to the meeting which had been 
held in Boston, t they say, " We are fully of opinion 
the people had a ri^ht thus to meet and consult for 
their common saiety. We read that the Jews in a 
state of captivity and slavery, under an arbitrarv king, 
when a decree was iione forth to destroy them, had 
liberty to assemble together and defend themselves, 
and consult how to ward oft' the blow that was coming 
upon them, by preventing the wicked edict being car- 
'rMd into execution; ander Providence they were 
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Wonderfally sncceededi having the kind inflaeiicos of a 
good Mordecai in their favour, who, not accusing 
them of riot, sought their welfare, and was accepted of 
the multitude of his brethren. And we are also fully 
of opinion, that the people aiasembM at Boston on the 
14th and 16th of December last had no desipi or 
desire, that the tea on board ibo \ esscls in the harbour 
should be destroyed, or any vvav damaged ; h\n ou 
the contrary were very desirous, and u^cd ilieii utmost 
endeavours, that said lea might be safelv returned to 
the owners i hereof. But that the destruclion of the 
tea was occasioned by tlie Custom House officer's and 
the Governor's refusing to grant a clearance and pass 
for the vessel, that was designed to carry said tea 
back to the owner from whence it came." The 
resolves following this preamUe^ proscribed, with all 
possible stmngth of ezpressioDi the use of tea in aojr 
mode or quantity. 

August 22d, 1774, the Selectmen were requested 
by the town to meet such persons as may appear at 
a proposed meeting, to be held at Concord on the dOth 
day of this present month, from the several towns in 
this county, to consult what may be proper to do in 
order to preserve the charter rights." In the next 
month of the same year, the tovvu ordered that their 
mibtia shouhl be exercised two hours every week, for 
the three autumn raootlis, and that a view should be 
taken of tiie arms and ammunition in the town* to be 
reported at a subsequent meet in l*^, 

Inconformitywith the resolutions and advice of the 
county of Suffolk,* the people of Watertown voted 
(October ^d^ 1774,) that their collectors of taxes 
should pay no more money into the treasury of the 
Province till further orders, but that .the money should 
all be paid into the town treasury. A pledge was 
given to the collectors, that they should be protected 
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lind supported in carrying this rote into execution. 

At the same meeting, their representative was 
directed to unite with the representatives of the sev- 
eral towns, in forming a Provincial Congress. 

November 2lst, 1774, a committee consisting f 
nine persons was appointrd to carry into effect the 
association and the resolutions entered into by the 
General Conj^ress at Philadelphia in the preceding 
October, and likewise the resolutions of the Provin- 
cial Congress. 

On the 27th of November, 1774, the Rev. Seth 
Storer died, in the 7dd year of his age, and in the 
51st year of his ministry. He was born at Saco^ 
Maine, Maj 27th, 1702) and was graduated at Har^ 
vard College in 1720, at the early age of eighteen. 
Hia father was Colonel Joseph Storer of Wells m 
Maine, who was much distinguished- in the Indian 
wars at that time.* The ministry of Mr. Storer, was 
the longest, which occurs in the history of Watertown. 
I am not able, after a diligent inquiry, to record any 
particulars of his lile or ministry. The general 
impression which I have received of his character, is 

*He is mentioned by Belknaj), who tells us (Ilist of N, IT. Vol. I. p. 
211), that on the !)th of Juno, It^l, the Indians "attacked Storcr^s gar- 
rison at Wells, but were bravely repulsed and by Mather, (Magoal. 
Book vii. Chap. 6th, Appendix,) who likewiae speaks of ** •SStorer'x gam- 
eon at Wt'lls." His brother, Sarnuol Storor, was also distino^uislicd for 
his bravery and good comluct in the same war. Their father was Wil- 
liam Storer, one of the earliest settlers un tiic Eastern shores. It is not 
clearlf ascertained whether the family ramc from England or Scotland. 
The name is said to have been former!} . rlttcn sometimes Storer and 
eometimes Story, even in the aaxoe inatrument, when the same individ- 
ual was intendea. An instance <^(his variety is f6nnd in the name of 
Augustine Story in the famous deed from four Sagamores to John Wheel- • 
Wright and others, which is given in the Appendix to Belknap's Nt^w 
Hampshire, Vol. I., and the authenticity of which has been so fully dis- 
enssed mm) ifenied htr Mr. Savage in the Appendix to Wisthrop, VoL I, 
Benjamin Storer, who is said hy Hubbard (p. 631] to have been killed 
by the Indians at Wells, in April, 1677, was doubtless one of this fami- 
ly. The Rev. Seth Storer had a sister named Mary, who was carried 
aiway by the Indiaaefrom Wells, or Saco^ to Oanada ; she was brong^ 
up near Montreal, was marri'^ rl to a Frenclrnian. Jcnn St, Germainc, and 
died Aup^ust S^'tli, 1747. Kben< zer ^^l orc r, J l q-, Inhasurer of Harvard 
College from 1/7? to 1807, was a utpht^w of the ciergymao. 
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kooomUe to hm tm a mtn, and m « ChmtkB. He 

diteharged the duties of his office, far half a century, 
in a quiet, UDobtrusive manner, but with scrupulous 
diliijence and Iklclity. Moderate iu his wishes and 
fond of retirement, he never coveted applause or 
sought to attract notice. He found l)is happiiu in 
the conscientious |)( i lormance of his regular, trniHjuil 
duties ; and lie s( < ivis to me to have possessed much of 
the spirit manitested by Hooker, when, with beautiful 
simplicity of expression, he solicited his Archbishop for 
^•ome quiet country paraooag6» where," he nid, I 
mj tee God's biessings spring oitl id my moifaer 
eartb, and eat mj own bread lo peace and privacy." 
The few, who remember Mr. Storey testify that his 
people resarded him with afieotionate respect; and 
the} recollect that in histoid age be was betoFed by 
young people and by children) which is one of tlie 
best evidences, that could be had, of the goodness of 
his heart and the excellence of his character. His 
intellectual ])owers were respectable, and well employ- 
ed. As a theolo«^iun, he was candid and iniid in his 
sentiiiH nts, and loved " the doctrine which is ;i( coi ding 
to i^odliness,"' much better, than i|yesUi>iis :iiid ^uiles 
of \vords." As a preacher, he was judicioll^, practical, 
and edifyinir. his cfiiei eiid beinir to produce that reli- 
gious improvement which is founded upon permanent 
principles. I do not £nd that he ever published cTea 
a single sermon, or any other production of his pen. 
In tM warm eontroversy, which arose in the town 
concerning the removal of the meeting-house, during - 
fait nanisti^, an occasion of offence to one or the other 
of the parties was scarcely to be avoided ; and howeyer 
nmdently and firmly he may have conducted him8elf> 
be is said, for a time^ to have.fiiUen nnderthedispleaa- 
ure of a part of the town, in conseqnence of that 
transaction. It may easily be conceived, that this was 
owing rather to the spirit with which the dispute 
was carried on, ihau to any blameworthy feelings or 
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boliaviour on his pan. It was in the course of bift 
ministry, that New Ennflniid was agitated by what 
was called the great ilevival of religion, a period of 
strong excitement, when many a clergyman w^as ready 
to sav, in the exulting language used by Wbitefield, 
that ho had every day " a constant lesee of wounded 
souls, and many quite slain by the Law." In this 
oomnfiotion Mr. Storer and ilia parish aeemto have had 

* DO share. His name does not appear amoag those of 
the pastorS} who gave their testimoiiy at the meeting 
in Boston, Jolj 7tb, 1743, nor amoog those 
having lieen absent from that meetings aftenraid 
communicated their attestations in tetters* He had 
too much sobriety and calmness to be carried along 
by the force of sympathy or spiritual riralry, in an 
excitement, the result of which, he might foresee^ 
would at least be of a doubtful character* 

Ml. Storer has If it on iccoid 1 4*19 ba])tisiiis, and 
the names of »>2o perjjuus received into the churchy 
during his ministry.* 

We f'onie now to the period, in which Watertown 
became more intimately connected with the public 
proceedings of a fearful crisis. The second Provin- 
cial Congress assembled at Cambridge on the 1st of 
February, 1 776.t Their session was continued till the 

* 16th of that month, when they adjourned to meet at 
Concord on the 22d of March. At that time and 
place, accordingly they were reassembled ; and after 
transacting the important business before them, tbey 
again adjourned to the 1 0th of May. In specifying the 
time, howBTer; they made a provision, that, if cireanh 
stances shoold require it, they might be called togetl^r 
sooner, and that, if this should be necessary, notioo 
should be given by the members in Cambridge and 



* For the particulars, which I have stated concerning his lamily, I 
am indebted to the kindness of the Rev. J« P, B. Storar of Walpole, Maas.^ 

one oftlie (lescfiiJunt-s ofu brother of this Waterlown minister. ' 
f Jonathaa Br^wn repTesented Wiitertown in thia CoogrMSb 
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Ae vipinity. Id oonsequence of the expedition of die 
British troops firom Boston on the 19th of April, and 
its bloody result, a meeting was suddenly summoned 

at Concord on the 22d ; and havin"^ appointed a cliair- 
maii and cluik, they iniiiicdiau ly adjourned to Water- 
town. Here the Cougress assembled, during the 
remainder of the session, in the meeting-house. Jo- 
seph \V;irren, Esq., the early and himenled martyr in 
the caiHc of freedom on the memorable 17th of 
June, pK sided at their deliberations after tlie Hon. 
John Hancock had been chosen delegate to the Con- 
tinental Congfess at Philadelphia. A committee of 
nine persons was chosen to collect the most exact 
' eYidenee concerning the facts in the afi^ir of the Idth, 
at Lexington ; and another committee to draw up an 
' accoiint of all the transactions of that day* 

The third and last Protincial Congress, consistins 
for the most part of the same memhers who eomposea 
the second, was chosen, and met at Watertown on 
the dlst of May. Thej held their sessions, as hefbre» 
in the meeting-house. The Rev. Dr. Langdon, pre- 
sident of the College, preached a sermon before them, 
ajjjnojjiiate to the occasion, from Isaiali i. 26. Jo- 
seph Warren, Esq.* was chosen President, and Samuel 
-Freeman, Jr., Secretary. This session lasted till the 
19th of July. The Congress were busy in adopting 
such measures, as the distracted state of the Colony 
required. Tfic snfFering poor of Boston were particu- 
larly objects of attention ; and every thing was done 
that could be done, to provide for their removal and 
support. Means were likewise adopted to procure 
arms, and to save provisions and supplies from felling 
into the hands of the British. 

* Warren went from Wutortown, witii all the alacrity of patriotic . • 
feetiog, on the morniiif of the I7th of June. Jost before his departure, 
Iain informed, hv cntroatod the ladios oPllie linnsc, in which he board- 
ed, to prepare and procure as great a qnnnlity of lint and bandaffes a» 
poisible, observ ing, " The poor fellows will want them all before mglit.'* 
He was succeeded, aa t>resideiit dt tbe Cwgnet, by the Hon. JaiM4i 
Wamii of Plynumth. 
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This Profindd Congms vm aacceeded by a Gen* 

eral Court, or General Assembly of the Colony (as it 
was sometimes styled), chosen in conformity with 
the colony charter. They convened at tiiu meetin<^- 
house in Wntcrtown on tlie 2Gili of July.* The lion, 
.fames Warren was chosen fe^jeakcr, and Samuel 
I it enian, Clerk. The General Assembly continued 
their sessions at Watertown till the 9th of November, 
1776, when they adjourned to meet at the State 
House in Boston on the 12th of the same month. 
Their measures were such as the stitte of the times 
required. Iq the first session^ acts were passed con- 
firming the doings of " the several Provincial Con- 
resses^" making aad emitting bills of j ublic creditf 
eelaring the rights of certadn towns in Massachusetts 
Bay to elect representatives, removing officers, civil 
and military, who held their places by the appoint- 
ment of any Governor or Lieutenant Governor of 
Massachusetts Bay, &c. At a subsequent session, 
measures were adopted to encourage the manufacture 
of powder and lire-arms, to fit out armed vessels to 
defend the seacoast, to provide for a more ecjual 
representation in the General Court, to raise troops 
from time to tim(^, and such other proceedings as are 
familiarly known in the history of that period. 

Among tlie lew ncwspajn^r^ jiriiiti d at that time, 
was "The Boston Gazette and Coimtry Journal." It 
had been published for some time in Boston by Edes 
GtU,t and was distinguished by the spirited and 
fearless tone, in which it defended the American 
cause. The paper obtained, as we may readily- sup* 
pose, ^reat popularity and a wide circulation* Such 
a publication, of course, could not be continued in 

*The Council met in '^n^ liousc of the late Mr. Edmund Fowle, now 
occupied by hia wifiuw. This house was selected for liie purpose on 
account of its vicinity to Hie meeUng-houset which enabled the two 
bodies to have easy and immediate inteiconiM. 

f For an account of these printers, see Thomases Mttny i^ Printing 
in ^dmerica, VoL I. p. 341. 



BoNcHit while the town mm k the poitenkNi and 
power of the British. Notwithstanding the aveaeee 
betweeo the metropolis and the country were as much 

as possible closed, £des found means to escape by 
night in a boat. Gill, who had less zeal or courage 
than his partuci, Kjnuiiiied in Iloston, and lived in 
seclusion till the daiii^er was over. When Edes fled 
iroiii Boston, lie titok with liim a press, and a fevT 
types. W illi Uu'sc lie established hini^t ir at Water- 
town, \^ here he opened his printin^^-house, continued 
the publication of the Gazette, and was employed as 
printer by the Provincial Congress and the Gsnemi 
Assembly. Though his facilities for printiiig were 
hot poor and slender, his zeal and diligence ^enabled 
him to surmoont all difficulties.* The Boston Qm* 
zette and Country Joomal " was pul^ished in Wateiw 
town from June 5th, 1775, to October 28th, 1776, 
when, the British haying evacuated Boston, the editot 
returned and again esublished his paper there. 

In this Gasette were published those letters of 
Hutchinson, which were discovered at his house in 
Miilon, and inflamed iiiiu stronger violence the obloquy 



*"'rho printin;i,' he rxrrutod at Watertown <li(] not, indeed, do moch 
credit to tlm art ; but the work, at this tinw, done at other presses, was 
not greatly superior. The war broke out soddcnly, and few of anv 
proicssioa were prepared for the event. All kinds of printing niaten« 
als had bee« usunlly imported from EnL'land ; even ink for print t rs had 
-nol» in anj great quantity, been made in America. This resource was» 
fagr die war, cut off; and a great scarcitr of these articlee soon ensued. 
Atthat time, there were bpt three email paper-mills in Massachusetts; 
in New Hnmpshire, there were none ; and Rhode-Island contained on- 
ly one, which was out of repair. The paper which these mills could 
make, IMS fiir short of the necessary supply. Paper, of course, was 
extremely scarce ; and what could be procured was badly manufactov* 
ed, not havinof more tlian half the requisite labor bestowed upon it. It 
was often taken from tlio mill wet and unsized. People had not been 
in tiie bal^t of saving rags, and stock for the manufactnre of paper ws* 
obtained with great (litficulty. Every thing like rags was ground up 
tofjcther to maKe a suhstitutc for paper. This, with wretched ink and 
worn-out types, produced miserable printing.** I homas's Histort^ of 
Pnnfing. Vol. L p. 343. The appearaoee of Edes^ papor, at the time 
referred to^ coffesponds to what niglit be expected ftvm this deic^ip" 
lion* 
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which the Gtivernor bad before incurred.* The pub- 
lication of these letters bei;aii in The lirst iiiiml)(<r of the 
paper whicii was printed at Waiertovvn, iUid coiitiimed 
nc :ii ly a year. They were occasionally accompanied 
vviili comments, intended to expo«n the duplicity of 
Hntchinson, atui lu kvcp the jiublic ituii^nation warm, 
political essavR of the most spirited character, exhor- 
tations and addresses to the people, were continual! j 
appearing iq the Gazecte, some of them marked with 
talent and fairness, and some with that heedless vio- 
lence which is alwaja the growth of atrong polittcsd 
excitement. t It is remarkable that no particular ac« 
count is given in this paper of the afiair at Lexiogtoa 
and Concord on the 19th of April, nor of the Inttie of 
Bunker Hill. Brief allusions are sometimes miida to 
these events ; and in July a short statement occurs of 
the killed and wounded on both sides at Charlestown 
on the 17th of June, but without comment. It seems 
difficult to account for the omission ot ail details con-» 



^Gordon, Vol. I. p. 344. 

t TIm IMloirliw '^Gxtnet of a Ifttor from a ra(3«^^ 
faia friend in London," copied from the Gazette Tor November 6th, 1775. 
is an illustration of the pleasantry, with wliicli the resolute spirit of the 
times occMionally displared itself: the person alluded to in the letter^ 
I suppose to have bean toe celebrated Dr. Price : 

*' Tell our dear friend. Dr. P , who sometimes has his doabfa 

aho'it our firmness, that America is determined and unanimous, a very 
few tones excepted, who will probably soon export themselves. Britain, 
at the ezpence of three mUliona, haa Killed 150 Yaokeea this campaign, 
which is .C*?0,000 a head ; and at Bunker's Hill she irniupi] a mile of 

f round, half ot" whteh she has since lost aj^fnin by not taking; post on 
lougb'd Uili. Durinj^ the same time, tjO,000 chiUreji have hecu born 
in America. From these data, hia excellent mathematical bead wiO 
easily calculate the timead ea p e na e feqmaite to lull ua all, and eoiiqper 
our whole territory." 

Ill the paper of April 1st, 177G, is the following j'cu d^esprU in reference 
to the evacuation of Boston : We hear that uat Lord's day se^nnight, 
the Rev. Mr. Bridg-o of Chelmsford preached a most animalinf,' discourse 
froiri those words in the 2d of Kin;grs, vii- 7. * Wherefore they arose, 
and fled in the twilight, and left Uieir tents, and their horses, and their 
asses, even the camp as it was, and tied for their life.' This passage 
of f^cripHire is a good riptiou of the late flight of our ministerial 
enemies ; for they left their teats, and their horsea, and a number of 
tones for asaes.^* - 
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coming matters of such deep and agitating intemttas 
these must have possessed. 

The inhabitants of Boston, when they were driven 
Iroiii lionie, and dispersed in tlie country, had several . 
town meetings in Watertowii, which were suinuioned 
hy means of notifications in the Gazette. At one of 
these, September 5th, 1775, Mr. William Cooper was 
chosen representative of Boston in place of the Hon. 
Samuel Adams, who had been elected to a seat in the 
Council. Anotiier meeting was hekl November 28th, 
1775, to choose a representative for Boston in the room 
of the notorious Dr. Church, who had heen expelled from 
the House, for attempting to carry . on a secret and 
criminal correspondence with the enemy. Committees, 
appointed to manage affairs for the people of Boston* 
frequently met and transacted their business at Water* 
town. In 1776 the anniversary of the. fifth of March 
was observed, in the usual form, by the people of Bea- 
ton at the meeting-house in Watertown. The Hon. 
Benjamin Austin- was moderator of the meeting on 
this occasion ; the Rev. Dr. Cooper otTered the prayers ; 
and the Rev. Peter Thacher of Maiden delivered an 
oration on the dangerous tendency of standing arnnes . 
in time of peace, which is said to have been received 
with warm and universal n|t|uobation.* 

The inhabitants of Watertown bore their part of the 
losses and burdens of the country, at this perilous pe-, 
riod. One of their number was killed on the I9th of 
April t ; and many others, diuing the war, either died 
by sickness in camp, or fell on the field of battle. 

♦This oration was printed at Watertown l)y Edes, and the following 
fable from Pluedrus was aHixed to it for a motto : 

Asellum in prato timidus pawebatseimt: 

Is, hostium clamore snhito territus, 

Suadebat Asino fugere, no possent capi. 

At ille lentus : QutBBO, nutn binas mihi 

Clitellas impositurum Tictorein putas ? " 

Senex ne^avit. " Krn^o, quid rcfort mca, 

Cui serviau), clitcUas duffl portem meas ? " Lib. L 15» - 

f Thia waa Mr. Joseph Coolidge. 
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Early in 1775 they granted money " to encourage the 
learning of the military art, ' bound themselves by cov- 
enants to promote in ceruiiii specified modes the inter- 
esis of liberty, collected and secured arms* and am- 
munition, and in sreneral entered heartily into the 
measures for defence and protection, which were com- 
mon at that time. They raised their proportion of 
soldiers, and granted them the usual bounty in addition 
to the pay they received from the public cbest.f 

Id the first stage of the great contest, the object of 
the Americans miquestionably vt^as not independencey 
bat the restoration, on jttst principles, of the ancient and* 
peaceful union between the colonies and the mother 
country. But the natural consequence of open hostil- 
ities was to carry the feelings of people rapidly beyond 
this point; for the absurdity of continuing to profess 
nllegiance to a government, against which they were in 
atms, must hare pressed itself on their notice. Indica^ 
tions, not to be mistaken, of a strong wish for bold and 
decisive measures to sever the tie of allegiance, which 
had now lost all its charm, were manifested early in 
1776. W ill 11 the Continental Con^rress sounded the 
feelinH:s of tiieir fellow citizens on tJiis siiliject, throuirh 
the medium of the Provincial Assemblies, they found 
themselves anticipated, or at least promptly supported, 
by the people in the disposition to take the final step. 
One of the many instances of this state of feeling: we 
find in the following vote at a toWn meeting in Water- 

* A committee was appointed " to mount the greaf ^uns," ^c. This ex- 
pression refers, I presame, to certain cannons, for which some British 
officers came to Watcrtown to search; but they searched in vain, the 
pieces being effectually concealed in a barn. At the br^jinning of the 
war, there was a depository of arms and military stores, under guard, 
at the house of Mr. Edward Richardsoti, who kepi an ion at the EaaterB 
part of the town, where one is kept now. 

f In March, 1777, the sum wliich had been granted by the town, in 
this w ay, t o officers and soldiers, amounted to £004. At a later date> 
May, 1778, the town « voted a Itaxfher ran of £5 to eaeb of the men 
that went to the White Plains in the year 177G ; and that the men that 
went to the Northward in the year 1776 with Capti Edwaxd HaniogtOli 
be allowed a further sum of £1. 13s. 4d. each." 
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Urtm on tto SlOth of Iby, 1776 : ^'I^nmAvB of tbA 
late House of ReprcseDtatives, relating to the Coojpeas ' 
of the Thirteen tliiited Coloaiea, declariog them inde- 
peodent of Great Brituo, being read> the question was 
put to know the niind of the town, whether thej will 
stand by, and defend the same with their lives and 
estates ; and it passed iti the aftirmative unanimously.'^ 
Congress had likewise, in May, 1776, recommended to 
the sevt ral coluniefe to frame and adopt such govern-' 
tneiits, as iheir circumstances mij^ht require. These 
%vere to be uot temporary regulations, such as had been 
resort(»d to before, but so far permanent as to be un- 
limited with respect to time. The subject came be- 
fore the Massachusetts Legislature in September of the 
Same year, and some preparatory measures were adopt- 
ed. On the 7th of October^ theneople of Watertown 
took into consideration a resolve of the Geaeial 
Court of the 17th of September last, relating to a foxtti 
of govennnent ; aod after some debate thereon, they 
Voted on^UDioKMIslj, that they give their consent thlit 
the present House of Representatives, with the Couneil» 
should fotm a plan of govemment fof tUs state, to be 
laid before the several towns in the same, foit their con- 
sideration, before it be ratified.* 

After the capture of [hirgoyne^s army, Watertown 
\vas selected as one oi the places, at which it was pto^ 
posed to quart( r the officers. This proposal was zeal- 
t)usly resisted by the inhabitants. Taking alarm at 
the prospect of having such inmates in their iiouses, at 
n meetlnir in December, 1777, th( y declared their opin- 
ion tliat the quartering the British officers among the 
inhabitants of Watertown at this time would be very 
dangerous to the peace and safety of the town, as well 

the publick, and therefore they cannot give their 

^ The effort at this time made towards obtaining a Constitution for t^ie 
State was nnsriccfissfnl. See Bradford's Hist, of Mora, from July 1775 to 
17<8Q,. p, .117 ajiii, J58. The ponstitution proposed, in 1776 was rejcoted 
1)7 Watwtown, «i it va» hjr a great nu^^ritj; ^otlvMl Umtm 
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cooiaRt thfiretQ." Soma of the people, howemi Wera 
inclined to faniith tccommodi^tioiii for the officers in 
their femtlies* To soch the aboFemeatioded vote was 

intetidcd as q prohibition. It was also communicated 
to the Deputy Quarter Master by the Sehictuien. The 
objection made by the Watertown people on this occa- 
siou amounted probably to nothinjz; more, than the re* 
pu^nance naturally felt by plaiii and sober citizens to 
having military stransrers and foreigners in the midst of 
them. Some of the officers were quartered aoionii; 
them, notu itlistanding their remonstrances, and some of 
them vv( stationed at Angier's Corner ioMewtoOy and 
Other pbces in the neighbourhood. 

Jaauary 17th, 1778, the represeatative of the town 
was instructed to use his influence and give his aid to- 
wards ratifjjriag and confirmiag the Articles of Confed^ 
eration aad perpetual Union among the United States 
of America, as agreed upon and proposed hj^ Congtess* 
. It is time to return to the ecclesiastical aiKiirsof the 
town, whicht in the midst of the momentoos political 
transactions of the period, lost the prominence uspallj 
belonging to them in a New England village. Immodi* 
ately after Mr. Storer's death, the town voted, accord- 
ing to the custom of the times, "to set apart a day for 
fasting and prayer, to seek the Divine presence and di- 
rection relatins: to the settling another Gospel minister,'' 
They invit* d those clergymen, who had borne the pall 
at Mr. Storer's funeral, to officiate on the occasion** 
From that time the services of the pulpit were per- 
formed i)y varinus preachers, eni^aacd from time to 
time, 38 they were >\ fnit( d. Among these was Mr. 
Samuel Henshaw, who was paid ^* the sum of thirty 
pounds in full for his preaching." Dr. Cooper, pastor 
of the ehofch in Brattle SquaiOf Boston, resided in the 



♦ These were the Rev. Mr. Cook of Cambridge (now West Cam- 
faridge) , the Rf^v. Wr Cn^hino- V/althnm. the Rrv. Mr. Clarkn of 
LeJiington, the Kuv. Dr. Appietou oi Cambridge, the ftev. Mr. Wood- 
Vftr4 of W«itoi|^ 9i)d the Rev. Ifrt Menlaiierif^Pirtqif. 



108 

country on account of the troubles in the metropoligy 
and preached in Watertown for a considerable time.* 

It was not till November, 1777, that any morement 
was made towards the settlement of a minister* At that 

. time, the town voted unanimously to concur with the 
church in the choice of Mr. Daniel Adams. He accept- 
ed the invitation, and was ordained on the 29th of ' 
April, 1778. *^In consideration of the extraordinary 
price of the necessaries of life," he was to have £150 
ill addition to his salary for the first year. A piomise 
was also given him that such grants should be made, 
from time to time, as the state of the medium, or 
other circiimstauces, might render just and reasonable. 
At the ordination of Mr. Adams, I have been inform- 
ed, the sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Pren- 
tiss of Medfield, and the charge delivered by the Rev. 
Dr. Appleton of Cambridge. I have not learned who 
performed the other services of the occasion. 

In 1778 Watertown again became the seat of gov- 
ernment for a short time. The small-pox prevailed 
in Boston to such a degree, as to excite no little alarm ; 
and it was on that account (as appears bj the State 
Records) that the House of Representatives request* 
ed the Council to grant them an adjournment. On 
thedOthof May, 1778, they wese accordingly adjourn* 
ed to meet on the next Tuesday, June 2d, at Water-* 
town. There they assembled, and held the retiiain- 
der of the session. They resumed their session at 

. iioston in September, 1778. 

The settlement of Mw Adams was regarded by his 
people as an event of happy promise : but thcii pleas- 
ant hopes were doomed soon to he stiuck down by 
the pKHuat lire death of their pastor. In August fol- 
lowing his ordination he fell sick of the dysentery, 
which was then prevalent, and. after a violent and 

* February 12th, 1776, the Selectmen " signed ao order on the Uhmm^ 
wnt to Day Uie Rev. I>r. flamnel Cooper £») in put for im leifiM in 
the work of th« minifltn In WaiMtovAt" 
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painful illness of about six weeks died, on Wednesday, 
the 16th of September, in the thirty-third year of his 
a^e. J I is ministry, coiLsetiut nil \ , was of less tlian 
half a year's duration. On the .>aiinday I'ollowing his 
death, he was buried iu the fond) of Mr. Capen, one 
of his parishioners, and his funeral serin on was preach- 
ed by the Kev. Mr. Cushing of VValtham. fJe was 
cut off in the morniog of usefulness and of hope, and 
his valuable labors were remembered with a melan- 
choly and toachiDg interest, for the bffe?itjr which 
God was pleased to assign to them. 

The Rev. Daniel Adams was the only son of £lisha 
Adams, Esq., of Medway, where he was horn in Janu- 
ary, 1746. He was of the fifth generation from Hen^ 
ry Adams, a Puritan emigrant, who came from DeV" 
onshire, England, about the year 1630, and settled in 
Braintree, now Quincy.* He was prepared for col- 
lege under the tuition of the Rev. Jonathan Town- 
send of Medfield, and was graduated at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1774. Being then of mature age, he imme- 
diately began the study of theology, whieh he pursu- 
ed, partly with the He v. Mr. Bucivnam of his nati\e 
town, and partly with the Rev. Mr. Broun of Sher- 
biinic. He was received, as a preacher, with gener- 
al and high approbation ; and about the tiiiu^ when he 
was caUed to Watertovvn, he also had an invitation to 
settle at Princeton. Short as was his connexion 
with his people, he won their confidence and attach- 

* To the memory of this man, the lute venerable and eminent John 
Adams, the second President of the United btates, who was one of his 
d68ee«d8iit«i erected a monmnent in Quincy with an inscription. 
From this inscription tlio followinfr is an extract. "In memory of 
Henrt Adams, who took, his fliglit from the Dragon persecution, in 
Pevonshire, England, and ahglited with eicht sons near Mount Wol- 
iMton. ' One of the sons retamed to England ; and, after taking seme 
tiinn to explore the country, four removed to Medfield and the neigh- 
bouring towns ; two to Chelnisturd. One only, Joseph, who lies here at 
his left hand, remained here, who was an original proprietor in the 
township of Braitttrae, ineorponted in IfiOO." See Ftpiwr^ Geiiwk' 
iogktal Begiiter. 
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mnt m no commim degree ; and those, wbo nam re- 
' member him, bear whness to the great respect, in 
which bis services and character were held. His ear- 
ly death was deeply and sincerely lamented by his 
parishioners, and ilie kind attention, with whicli ihey 
had treatod him, ( specially during his sickness, was 
coiilimied to his family aftt^r iiis decease. His preach- 
ing is said to have been of the most ( (rif\ inn^ and im- 
pressive character. When the ( u ik ml Court, as be- 
fore mentioned, met in Watertovvn in 1776, Mr. Ad-* 
ams was their chaplain ; and his fervor and power ia 
discharging the duties of that station were long reuiem- 
bered, evincing the earnestness with which he enter* 
ed into the public interests of that anxious and trying 
period. His po^v( r as a singer was very remarkable; 
and it is related that at his fonenl the choir of sing* 
ers, whom he had been accustomed to lead fr6m the 
pulpit, were so much affected, that it was with great 
difficulty they could proceed in the performance of 
their part at the solemnity. He left a widow, and 
one son. Another son was born after the father's 
death. ]5oth his children are now livinjj.* During 
his short ministry, eight were bapti/( d, and two ad- 
mitted to the church. I do not find, that any of his 
writings were published. 

The following obituary notice of Mr. Adams, which 
is believed to do no more thn?i justice to his memory, 
appeared in Edes's Boston Uazette for Septembei 
28th, 1778. 

" From Watertown we have the melancholy news 
of the death of the Rev. Daniel Adams, who, after a 
iriost distressing illness of six weeks, resigned his val- 
uable life into the hands of that God who gave it| 
with the most pious submissioui in the 33d year of 
bis age, after having been settled in the ministry only 

* Onp of these is Daniel Adams, Esq., of Medfield, who h is obliging- 
ly furnished me witii moBt of t|)e abovemeotiooed p&rticuliurs respect* 
iog bis father. 
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6im months. He was the onl j son of EIUm Adttoi^ 
Esq., of Medway^ who for a long time represeoted 
that town in the Great and General C^nrt. Those, 
who knew the deceased, knew hU many virtues. His 

puhlick and private character were such, as did hon- 
our to mankind, to tlio holy religion he prolessed, and 
to the sacred order to which he belonged. From his 
first a|)[K'aran('e, as a preacher, he was almost univer- 
sally admired. Pie never puzzled his own nor his 
hearers' minds with nice metaphysical disquisitions iu 
pol !inick divinity, but preached and enforced, with 
peculiar energy, the well known acknowledged pre- 
cepts of the New Testament, with such meekness aud 
simplicity as became a disciple of the blessed Jesus. 
His genius for vocal musick was extraordinary ; and 
in that part of divine worship, his harmonious voice 
wan beard from the sacred desk with a degree of rap* 
tofo* The inexpiessible grief of a fond wifot mourning 
the loss of a most agreeable partner ; the pareoid 
• distress of elderly worthy parents, bemoanini the fate 
«f their most engaging only son ; the undissembled 
sorrows of a whole town, lamenting the bereavement 
of their much respected pastor, demand a sympathet* 
jck tiibutc ol sorrow from every humane and feeling 
heart. He has left a little sou, too young to feci his 
irreparable loss. 

To him *tt3 ofiven to tlif : to as *Ue given 
To live I Alas, one momeot «eta even. 
Mark ! how impartial ia the will of liearen.** 

Id November 1778, the town ordered an investigation 
to l)e made into the doinj^s of tfic committee, who 
were chosen in 1755 to scl! \hv old parsonage and the 
farm in Princeton, near W achusett. The persons 
appointed to inquire into the affair made a rvpovi to 
the town in March, 1779, which was ordered to lie on 
file. This report I have not been able to fiod^ and 
consequently cannot state the result. Whatever might 
have been the circumstances^ which led to the ivmh 
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ligation, no fortliev disciusion of the sdbject seemi to 
haire taken place. At the last mention^ meetings a 
committee was likewise chosen, to join with some of 
the inhabitants of Newton in a petition to the Gener- 
al Court to annex them to Watertowo. 

In confoniHiy with a resolve of the General Cotirt 
relating to a new Constitution of government for the 
Stale, the town on the 24th of May, 1779, took the 
subject into consideration, and voted by a large ma- 
jority against having a new i'orm ol government at 
that time.* At the same meeting, the fishery was 
brought under discussion, and the town seem to have 
been in doubt what might be the nature and extent 
of their rights respecting it. Persons were appointed 
to inquire w hether the town had power to let out the 
fishery ; if they had, it was to be leased for one year ; 
if not, the committee were to petition the General 
Gonrt to.grant the power in question, for the benefit 
of the town. From this notice, we may presume^ 
that the fishery had not been let out before. ^ It prob- 
ably began to be leased annually about the time when 
the inquiry, which bas just been mentioned, was insti- 
tuted. 

The well knovvu depreciation of the currency at this 
period was the cause ot much embarrassment and 
alarm. The perplexity and distress occasioned by it arc 
still freshen the remi mbrancc of many. On the 7th 
of July, 1779, a meeiin^; w as held in Watertown on the 
subject, and a committee appointed to take the mat- 
ter into consideration. They reported in favor of 
acting in accordance with the resolutions that had re- 
cently been passed in Boston, and of sending delegates 
to a Convention to be held at Concord, the next week, 
for the purpose of devising some means of relief* 

* A majority of the votes in the State were in favor of calling a Con- 
vention for tliU purpose. Delegates were accordingly chosen, and met 
the nsxt September ntCunlmdge. See Brtdlbnl'tfliet oflfaaB.fi«mi 
1775 to 1780, p. t77 
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Other measures were recommended, and the report 
Was accepted. After the meeting at Cojicord. })iices 
were fixed by a coauiiittce, on all the most important 
articles of traffic, produce, labor, &c. ; and qo depart- 
ure from these prices was to be allowed.* 

August 23d, 1779, the town appointed two persona 
to represent them in the Convention, which was to be 
held OD the first of the ensaiog September at Cam* 
brige, ia order to frame a new constitution^ or form 
of government. Subsequently, instructioiis wefegivien 
to these delegates respecting their attendance at tbe 
Convention. At the same meeting, delegates were 
chosen to appear at a meeting to be summoned, at 
Concord on the first Wednesday of the next OctQbe)-, 
in order to institute further regulations concerning the 
currency and tbe prices of articles. 

Since the death of the Rev. Mr# Adams, the care of 
supplying the pulpit had been entrusted to a commit- 
tee. Among those, whose services were procured at 
this time, were Mr. I.aban Wlieaton, who aftrrunid 
studied the proA >sina of law, and the now venerable 
Dr. Prince, the present senior pastor of the First 
Church in Salem, to whom the cause of science among 
us owes so much, and who is permitted to enjoy the 
bland and happy old n^e ot the Christian scholar. On 
tbe l^b of March, 1780, a meeting was called to 
make choice of a minister. ^ Mr. Richard Rosewell 
Eliot, who had officiated in the pulpit during the win- 
ter* was unanimously chosen. As nothing is said of 
any concurrence between the church and society, as 
sej^rate bodies, on this occasion, perhaps they acted 
together by one vote. Mr. Eliot, having signified his 
acceptance of tbe invitation, was ordained June 21st, 
1780. The Rev. Mr. Cushing of Waltham preach^ 
ed the sermon on this occasion: the names of those, 
who performed the other services, are not remembered* 

*See AppendkK. 
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It may give us some idea of the state of the currency, 
at that time, to leani that the town appropriated 
£1600 to defray the expenses of the ordination. 

In Aprils 1781, the town agreed to establish a poor- 
honse upon the south bank ot the river, above the 
bridge. A building was purchased for this purpose, 
and a vote was j»nssed to remove it to the place 
designated. It would seem that this was the lirsC 
poor house in the town. So long befcH'e as May, 
I76I9 it had been detennined to erect a work-house : 
at that time, howevcri it was not effected; and wlien^ 
m January, 1768, the propoaal was renewed at a pnb- 
lie meeting, it was rejected, and nothing more is said 
of any similar undertaking till the date aboTe stated. 
At an adjournment of the same meeting, it was voted 
"Tiuit their representative be directed to use hie 
endeavour in the General Court that the Tender Act, 
which was lately repealed, be revived so far as it con- 
cerns the Tender." The vote was taken by yeas and 
nays, aiul the names of the voters on each side were 
entered on the town records. 

Another attempt was in;idc, in March, 1782, to 
have a part of Newton aniu xpd to Watertown. A 
committee was appointed to confer with the people at 
Angler's Corner on the snbject, and to join with them, 
and other inhabitants of Newton, in a petition for this 
purpose. Nothing appears to have been effected by 
this movement. 

In 1784, a notice occurs of a lottery granted in aid 
of a plan for enlarging the bridge ; and on the 20th 
of September, in that year, the town gave the follow^- 
ing pledge : *' Whereas the General Court have voted 
a lottery to enlarge the great bridge over Charlea 
River 12feet, — Voted, that we, the inhabitants of Wa^ 
tertown, will engage to indemnify and save harmless 
our managers, and that they will agree to take on their 
own risque, their proportionable part of those tickets, 
that may remain unsold after the expiration of the 
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tena of time that bath or may be allomd bj the 
General Court ; provided the managers aoooiuit with 
the town for the expenditure of the money raised fay 
uid lottery." The attempt to raise money in this 
way proved a failure; the tickets were not sold« and 
the lottery was given up. The matter lingered along 
tUI n91| when the town chose a committee to look 
into the affairs of the Watertown Bridge Lottery, and 
see what losses the managers have sustained " ; and 
soon after they appropriated money to compensate 
them loi liiese losses, to redeem the tickets, and to pay 
the charges. 

On the 20th of September, 1784, the town v oted 
** to choose a committee to join with the several towns, 
who arc desjious of petitioning the General Conrr for 
a repeal of a late act, empowering, or allowing, tlie 
town of Boston to exact a toll of persons that supply 
their market with the necessaries of life." This 
refers to An Act Ibr regulating the market in Bos- 
tout" passed February 18th» 1784| and repealed Feb- 
ruary 11th, 178d. The Act was oppoeed and com* 

eained of by many of the towns in the country.* In 
ecember following, Watertown appointed another 
committee <^ to apply, in behalf of the town, to the 
Corporation of Harvard College to lower the price for 
passmg the ferry between the towns of Charlestown 
and Boston." 

Measures were adopted in town meeting, in 1792, 
to prevent the spread of tli<^ small-pox. Houses were 



* The Hon. Mr. Savage has furnished me with a copy of the follow* 
ing " order of notice " on this subject : 

" Tuesday, 9 Nov. 1784. Upon the petition of the agents of the towns 
of Roxbury, Braintree, Stoughton, Dedhnm, Npw'ton, Weston, Brook- 
lin, Watertown* Needham, LexiDgtoD^ and Walpole, — Ordered, that 
the petitionera serve the Selectmen of the town of Boston with an at» 
tested copy of this order by leaving the same with some one of the said 
Selectmon, 14 days at least before the next setting of the General 
Court, to appear on the 2d Wednesday of the said next aetting of the 
Oenenl Coatt, to make answer to the said petition if fhey see caoiet*' 

In the iMi|ia U » laid, « Maiim to th» Ifarket A«t^ 
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' firovidedy to which persons infected with that disease 
by inoculation were to be remoyed; and in case 
they refused to remove themselves, or their families, 

to the [)laces thus designated by a committee, then the 
committee were directed to prosecute them, as offen- 
ders, at the expense of the tow n. 

The bridge over Chnrles Rirer had been supported 
by the joint contributions of Watertown, AVnltham, 
and Weston, the two hist mention(^d towns having, 
from the time of their incorporation, bon.( ilit ir share 
in this expense. In 1797 and 1798, tliey both made 
an effort, by petitions to the Legislature, to be liber- 
ated from this burden. These petitions were opposed 

- bj the people of Watertown, who appointed agents to 
meet and answer them before the General Court* 
The relief, which these towns claimed, seems not to 
have been obtained. But on the 2d of March, 1798, 
the General Court passed an Act, authorizing thU 

-inhabitants of Weston and Waltham, as well as of 
Watertown, to regulate the fishery within the limits 
of the said towns ; and the proceeds accruing from this 
source were to be divided among the three towns, 
according to the proportion which each town bore in 
the expenses of the biidge. This Act, which made 
the right in the fishery in each town a joint concern of 
the three towns, appears to have been considered by 
the people of Watertown as unjust and oppressive. 
At a niectini: oii the 2()th of January, 1800, the}' voted 
to appoint a committee to make serious enquiry 
into the constitutionality of the Act empowering Wes- 
ton and Waltham to lease the fishery in Watertown." 
This vote, however, they reconsidered ; and in March, 
of the same year, tiiey proposed, through a committee, 
to Weston and Waltham, to refer the determination of 
the question respecting the constitutionality of the Act 
of March 2d, 1798, to the Judges of the Sopreme 
Court, and to bind themselves to abide by the decision 
of the Judges. This proposal, it would seem, failed 
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of success ; for in Majfollowbg, the same committee, 
who had been appointed in March, were empowered 
and directed by Watertown to bring an action against 
Weston or Waltham, wliicli ini'jht be the means of 
piimng to test the constitutionality o( the disputed 
Act. In August, however, the people of Wateiiovvn 
voted to make a proposition to Weston and Wahhain 
^r>T " a s( ttiemcnt or conipromisu re>|)( rting the bridge 
and Ijshery"; and the committee designated for this 
purpose were empowered, in March, 1801, to give to 
Weston and Waltham a complete and sufficient dis^ 
charge for ever from any further expense in maintain*- 
ing the bridge over Charles River, provided those 
towns would give up to Watertown all the privileges 
in the fishery^ which were granted to them in common 
with Watertown by the Act of March, 1798. On the 
baab of these conditions a mutual agreement, or obli- 
gation, was drawn 'up with great formality and precis- 
ion, and signed by the agents of the three towns 
spectively. This agreement was read to the people of 
Watertown at a public meeting on the 15th of March, 
1802, when they voted to accept tlie contract, and 
place it uu record. The dispute was thus adjusted 
satisfactorily to all juu ties, and their snijsequent pror 
ceedings were 'j:nverned by this contract for several 
years. At l^ll^th, by an Act of the General Court, 
dated Februaiy kI, 1816, the right in the fishery was 
secured and appropriated to Watertown within the 
limits of the town, and Weston and Waltham were 
discharged from any further cost or charge towards the 
support of the bridge over Charles River in Water- 
town. This is the rooting, on which the matter now 
stands. 

The manner in which the pro|)ertj in the pews had 
been disposed of when the meeting-house was finishr 
ed in 1755, 'proved the occasion of some difficulty, 
after the lapse of nearly fifty years* The pews had 
not been purchased by those who occupied them, bat 



Digitized by Google 



UB 

hwi been awkned to the individualB- by th» towpi 
HQCOiding to Ae proportion each ooe had borne in 
the whole cost of the meeting-house. This mode of 
oonTeylDg the pews to the individual owners appears to 
have been mgoe and informal ; and in process of time 
eases occurred^ which gave rise to the question, 
whether the property in the pews obtained in this way 
was of such a nature that it could be transmitted by 
inheritance, or wlitiher it was limited to the lilc rime 
of the orii^iiial owner. The dilin uli v i:rowini^ out of 
this questiou was probably Ih Iok ilit- tuwn in Mav, 
1795, when they voted to take coiuicll concerujiig 
the state of the pews in Watertown meeting-house." 
The comiiiittL «j chosen at tiiat time were directed to 
consult Mr. Parsons and Mr. Dexter, and to obtain a 
written opinion from them on the subject. <^ Some 
other gentlemen at the bar " were likewise to be con-* 
suited. From some cause the bu^ness seems to have 
proceeded very slowly ; for it was not till March, 1 799, 
that Mr* Parsons and Mr. Dexter commoiiicated their 
written opinion^ in which they said that the origmal 
nanner of assigning the pews did not appear to them 
to have the forms necessary in deeds to create an 
estate of inheritance,'' and that the votes of the town 
alone could not be legally construed as giving an 
estate beyond the life of the grantee." In conse- 
quence of this opinion iioLii such Iiigh sources, and in 
order to obviate ail future uncertainty and difliculty, 
the town passed a vote, whereby they *' give, grant, and 
confirm " to tiie original proprietors, and to their heirs 
and assip^nees for ever, the pews which the v severally 
drew or iield in the meeting-house, excepting those 
pews which had reverted to the town ; and these were 
in like manner confirmed to the individuals who had 
purchased them of the town, and to their heirs, fcc 
This vote was in April* 1800. 

In I8II9 a proposal to build a new meeting-house 
fcf the town was under discoasion* But the commit* 



Digitized by Google 



119 



tee, to wlioiii the sa^eot WW raferred, reported 

against the project, and it was abandoned. 

The site of the United States' Arsenal in Water-' 
town was selected early in li)16, by Major Talcot, 
who was stationed in the vicinity for the purpose of 
takiiiii the charge of the establishment. In June of 
the same year, the State of Ma!^sachusetts ceded to 
the United Stales the jurisdiction usual in such cases 
over an extent of territory, which should not exceed 
sixty acfes. The work was begun immediateij after 
this cession ; and in 1820, the buildings were com- 
pleted. Mr« Alexander Parris of Boston was employ^ 
ed as architect ; and the w hole was finished imder ibe 
superinteDdance of Major Taieot, the first commander 
of the post. At presenti somewhat more than forty 
acres of land are in possesoioii of the United States at 
this place. A new magazine has been erected during 
the last year. The two magazines are of stone, and 
of the best construction ; the other buildings are of 
brick. There are two large storehouses, two buil- 
dings for officers' quarters, two barracks, two work- 
shops, and a few other small buildings. They are 
placed on the four sides of a parallelogram, which face 
the cardinal points, the spaces between the buildinirs 
being filled by a wall liltoen feet in height. The 
area enclosed is alinut three hundred and fifty feet by 
two hundred and eighty feet. The magazines are 
placed at the distance of several hundred feet from 
the other buildings. This establishment is both a 
dep' t rind an arsenal of construction.* 

In May, 1817, two hundred dollars were assessed, 
in addition to the usual tax, for the supply of the pulpit 
during the ill state of the Rev. Mr. Eliot's health. 

The name of Dr. Marshall Spring was so much and 
so long connected with public interests, both in his pro- 
fession and in civil afiairs, that the notice of it may 

* These particulars respecting the Arsonal were communicated 
Major Craig, the present much respected commander of the post. 
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with piopnetj belong to this narrative. He was born 
in WatertowDt February 19tli, was graduated 

at Harvard College in 1762, and died on the 11th of 

Januar)', 1818, aged 76 years. After leaving college, 
he selected the profession of physio and surgery, to 
the study of which he devoted himself with assiduity. 

lie resided for a short time at St. Eustatia, and then 
returned to Watenou n, wliere !)c spent the remain- 
der of his life. He received <ireat assistance iVoin 
Dr. Josinh Convt ise, his inateni.d uncle, and after- 
ward inherited his property. Dr. Spring became one 
of the m )st distinguished physiciaiis in the country : 
and perhaps no one can he mentioiu*d, in whose judg- 
ment and skill a more unreserved confidence was 
placed. His practice was very extensive, and his 
house was the resort of great numbers of patients from 
the neighbouring and from distant towns. He was 
remarkable for a peculiar sagacity of mind^ and for 
acute observation of human nature. These qualities 
influenced his medical practice, which is said to have 
been, in many respects, original, and so different from 
established modes as sometimes to draw upon him 
obloquy from his professional brethren. -But the 
extraordinary success, which so often attended his 
mode of treating diseases, served to vindicate his judg- 
ment, and secured for him confidence. His strong 
good sense, and directness of mind, gave him a dis- 
gust for whatever savoured of pedantrv, or of empty 
formality, in the profession. It was the fortune of 
Dr. Spring to be soiuew hat connected with political 
affairs. At the time of the Revolution, he was a 
decided tory, and thought the attempt of the colonies 
to gain independence entirely rash, and inej^pedient* 
He despaired of success in an enterprise, which to 
the timid or prudent seemed so hopeless, and which 
even the sanguine acknowledged to be full of perilous 
uncertainty. He avowed his opinions on this subject 
so freely and fearlesslj^, that it is supposed he would 
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' have been east oat of theoomitrj> under the law made 
for that purpose in 1776, bad he not been too impor- 
tant, as a medical man, to be spared. In 1789 he 
was chosen a member of the Massachusetts Conven- 
tion on the (jiit'htiou conccniiug the adoption of the 
Constitution of the United States. Dr. Spring was 
opposed to the Constitution, because he deemed it 
delicient in the principles necessary for strength and 
permanence. In the great political division of the 
country at the change of the administration in 1801, 
he took the side of the predominant party ; and when 
reminded, by a political opponent, of the inconsistency 
between this conduct and bis former torjism, he , 
replied that the voice of the people was as much the 
voice of God now, as in 1776." He was, for several 
yearSf a member of the Executive Council of Massa-* 
chusetCs, and discharged his duties in that station with 
talent and fidelity, in the sharp encounter of wit* 
in the ready and pungent repartee of free conyersation. 
Dr. Spring is said to have had very few equals. He 
wad highly respected and beloved till his death, by a ' 
numerous circle of friends and associates ; and many 
there are, who will never forget the benevolence of 
his character, the playful amenity of his temper, and 
the charm which he spread over social intercourse.* 

The Rev. Richard Uosewell Eliot died oa ilic 21st of 
October, 1818, aged 66 years, and in the 39[h year of 
his ministry. His funeral sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Dr. Stearns of Lincoln. He was born at 
New Haven, Con., October 8th, 1752, and descended 
in a direct line from the Rev. John Eliot, the memora^ 
ble Apostle to the Indians, whose name and whose 
praise will never die in the ecclesiastical history 
of New England. Mr. Eliot was fitted for college 
under the instruction of the Rev. Mr. Frost of Men- 
don) and was graduated at Cambridge in 1774^ being 

* A more ample account of Dr. Spriuif may be loumi in Dr. Ti^a^* 
§i^uJ§mmct»Midiettl BumiiAw, VoL IL p. OS. 

16 
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tt classmate of Mr» Adams, Ms nredeceBMMr in the min- 
istry. After leaving college, De taoght a school at 

Woodstoc k, Con., and at the same time pursued the 
stu<i\ of divinity iiiidcM' the direction of the Kev. Mr. 
Leonard of that ])hK'c. In 1779, he was appointed 
a tutor in Harvard CoDef^e, and lieUl thai office at the 
time when he received and accepted the call to settle 
in W atciiowii. He llieii attracted mwAi attention as 
an orator, and is said to have heeii surpassed by few in 
the j^ifts and graces of ^ood speaking, a power which the 
infirm state of his health, and other causes, withheld 
him from cultivating in the subsequent part of his life. 
Mr* Eliot's theological views were liberal and enlarged* 
For the harsh and stern features^ which are some- 
times portrayed as belonging to the coantenance of 
religion, he had no partiality. He dwelt with peculiar 
pleasure on the benevolence and the paternal charac- 
ter of the Deity, and considered divine troth as present- 
ing, in all its aspects, winning encouragement no less 
tlmn awful solemnity. Metaphysical and ethical sub- 
jects were among his favorite studies ; and in thesct 
he is said sometimes to have displayed no inconsider- 
able acuteness and discrimination. His peaching 
was judicious, evangelical, and for the most part j)rac- 
tical; and if his manner generally failed to be inter- 
esting or impressive, it should he remembered that the 
very feeble condition of liis health precluded, in a great 
degree, that energy of delivery, which to most hearers 
is necessary to render even troth attractive. The 
style, in which his sermons were written, was per- 
spicuous, easy, and pure, marked by the go'nl taste of 
the school of Addison, and free from false ornaments 
and from the artifices of composition. His mind was 
active, and his feelings occasionally ardent, notwith- 
standing the depressing influence of a wasted bodily 
frame : and he was peculiarly disposed to interest 
himself in mechanical inventions, and in certain plans 
of improvement. His life might almost be regarded 
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as one long disease ; and when we consider with what 
a leaden weight con>;tnnt illness hangs upon the spirit, 
how it paralyzes resolution, and wears away drop by 
drop, as it were, the interest^ which men take in the 
scenes and eogagements of lite, can we wondary or omi 
we find no apology, if he did not accompliBh so muchf 
or labor with so efTectual forrte, as those may, to whom 
God grants the blessings of a sound consthutkm and 
good health ? His Tirtues and his piety were of a 
retiring, quiet character ; his disposition was kind and 
amiable ; and he was a man of sincere and honest 
heart* - He treated with respect and fairness the feel* 
ings of others/ and he bore suffering and disappoint- 
ment with the submission of a Christian. Mr. Etiot 
was reluctant to commit anj of his productions to the 
press. His publkshed writings, acixmlingly, are few, 
but are very respectable compositions, both in manner 
and matter. Tho aix the following: : "A Discourse 
delivered at Athoi at th(; Consecration of a Lodge, 
Oct. 13, 1803/' A Discourse delivered at Dedham, 
at the Con&f3cration of Coii icllatioii Lodi^o, Oct. 19th, 
1803." "Two Sermons preached at AN'atertown, 
:^ept. 30th,, and Oct. 7th, 1810," from Acts, ii. 47: 
Two Sermons preached at AVatertown, Sept. 22d, 
1816," from Deuteronomy xxxii. 47. in the third 
of these is presented a very lucid and judicious view 
of the nature of a Christian church, and of the char* 
acter which appertains to the ordinance of the Supper. 
From the last, published about two years before his 
death, is taken the following extract, which is honor- 
able to the feelings of his heart, as a minister : When 
I look round on the people of my charge, and view 
then as pilgrims on their passage to a state of recom* 
pense and retribution, when f consider that during 
the space of more than thirtj-siz years I have been 
with them, in all seasons and in innumerable vicissi- 
tudes, have shared in their griefs, sorrows, and adver- 
sities, and have experienced their kind atteutiou and 
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aflectionate aids, when I have been called to pass 
through the furnace of nftlictions, — wlicn I consider 
how many ol iny parisiiioiiers have ah eady ho^n joined 
to the congregation of tlic dead, how soon ilxj^n who 
have been bron^iht umlcv my ministry and who still 
continue among the living, must pass into the invisi- 
ble and eternal world, how soon niy ministerial labors 
must come to a close, and how soon I shall be reqair- 
ed» by an impartial and unerring Judge, to give aa 
account of my stewardsbip, mj feelings are unuttera- 
ble ! " 

There are recorded by Mr. Eliot, during bii! minis- 
try, 497 baptisms and 118 received to the church.* 

After the death of Mr. Eliot the pulpit was supplied 
by varioas candidates for the ministry* On the 12tb 
of April, 1819» the town voted to invite the writer of 
this narrative to settle with them in the Gospel minis- 
try, the church having previously^ on the 31st of 
March, made a nomination to that elTect. The iiiA ita- 
tion was accepted, and the ordination took place on 
the 2«'3d of June, 18U). The introductory prayer was 
offered hv the Rev. Dr. Lowell of Bostoa; the Rev. 
Dr. Osgood of Medford preached the sermon, from 
1 Timothy, i. lo.f The Rev. Dr. Kirkhmd, President 
of Harvard College, offered the ordainin^^ prayer; 
the Rev. Dr. Ripley of Concord delivered the charge ; 
the Rev. Mr. Talfrey of Boston gave the ri^ht hand 
of fellowship ; and the Rev. Mr. Ripley of Waltham 
ofiered the concluding prayer. 

, In the summer ol 1819, the meeting-house was 
enlarged by an addition of 16 feet in width. This 
enlargement afforded space for the erection of 16 new 
pews on the lower floor. The alteration was made 



^Thebody of Mr. Kliot was deposited in the tomb of John Richard- 
eon, Esq. His widow still resides in Watertown. 

t This sermon was printed ut the leqaeit of the society, and was the 
last producttoii publishoil by the TeneraUe and eloquent preacher. He 
died December 12th, 1622. 
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bj persons, who entered into a contract lor the put* 
pose with a committee appointed by the town. 

The meeting-house erected in VVatciiown by the 
Watertowii and Newton Universalist society was 
dedicated on the I5lh of August, 1827. On the same 
day the Rev. Russell Streeter was installed as pastor. 
The church was publicly recognised July 2Sd, 1828. 
The connexion of the Rev. Mr. Streeter with the 
society was dissolved in 1829; and on the 15th of 
May, 1830, the Rev. Wiiliam S. Balch, their present 
pastor, was installed. 

On the 19th of August, 1830, the meeting-house 
erected by a Baptist society in Watertown was dedi- 
cated, and the Rev. Peter Chase was installed as their 
pastor. A church was fofmed at the same time. 

On the 17th of September, 1830, the inhabitants of 
Watertown commemorated the completion of the sec- 
ond century from the settlement of the town. An 
address was delivered by the Congregational Minister, 
at the request of the Selectnicn; and reliiriniis ser- 
vices, adapted lo the occasion, were perlbinied by the 
Rev. Mr. Ripley of Waltham, and tlie Rev, Mr. 
JBalch and the Rev. Mr. Chase of Watertown. 

The iiumble narrative, which has now been brought 
to a rlo<io,* may suggest considerations of some practi- 
cal importance. The history of a town is indeed but 
a small item on the broad records of man's doings, — so 
smallf that many will regard the interest taken in it as 
mere antiquarian trifling. But it is not without its 
use, at least to those who live on the spot^ to which 
the narrative belongs. Our towns are the minute sec- 
tions of a great community, each of which has an influ- 
ence and an interest, however inconsiderable, in the 
weUiure of the whole. They are the nurseries of the 
state, sending forth a continuaQ supply of members to 
act and to be acted upon, amidst the complicated trans- 

*8ee Appendix L. 
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ftctions and improvements of the country. These little 
subdivisions are tUv rlementary parts of that mighty 
and uu\Mt'ldy mass, wliicli we call the nation : and iu 
proportion as the parts ari^ made .soiuiii and pure, the 
whole r« crives a !ii n or and more healthy character. 
In our couimunit} and under our institutions, this is pe- 
culiarly true. So iree and numerous are the channels 
of iotercourse through a body politic, in which men 
have equal rights, that scarcely the most inconsiderable 
fragment of society can be said to stand alone. The 
village has a bearing on the nation, and the nation on 
the village. The inhabitants of every tovnii thereAm, 
should feel that they have relations to sastatn, and da- 
ties to perform, of no unimportaDt nature. The sacred 
interests of knowledge, of rational freedom, and of re- 
ligion, they should cherish with the deepest solicittide 
of which the heart of man is capable. They should 
never forget, that upon the members of every family, 
upon the inmates of every home, lies a solemn respoii- 
sibleness to their country and to Ciod, — that the domes- 
tic establishment is a senrmary, w hit li sends forth its 
pupils through the land, and tin; inllnenceof which, in 
extent and dnrarion, can scarcely be measured. 

The care of ( (Incntion is a precious trust, for which 
our towns, each and all, arc; arcotmtahle. While they 
maintain a watchful concern in the cause of knowledge, 
they artj doing good not only to themselves, but to the 
whole land« A power is thus put in operation, which 
seeks out and draws forth the talents of every portion 
of the community, which i:eaches forth a helping hand 
to the minds marked by God for usefulness ami dis* 
tinction, and calls them to the service of society ; and 
by domg this from generation to generation, perpeto* 
ates a race of vigorous and enlightened guardians of 
good institutions. It is this, which fans into a bright 
and beautiful flame the spark of intellect, that migfac 
otherwise be smothered, or burn dimly, in secret pla- 
ces. It is this,which spreads far and wide that eaiight- 
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■eoed flDBVgy of character, upon which must eveir mt 
tlie stfong- defence of the high interests of hamaDity* 

The memorable example of oar fathers, in this respecti 
is worthy of all praise. Scarcely had they felled the 
finest suffidratly to prepare room for their poor and 
scattered dwellings, when tbey tarned their thougte 
SQzioasly to the care of educatioQ. In the . midst of 
distress and danger, when, it might be supposed, they 
had enough to do in procnring bread to eat and in de* 
fendini^ themselves from the savaj^es, they laid the 
foundation of oui vunerable L nivcrsity and ot schools, 
the blessings of which are now «i rich part of oui ia- 
heritance. The means of learning took root among the 
deep fouudatioiis of tlio reimhlic, and i^rew and flour- 
ished with it. We may not Ibrget, thnt'tliey belong 
essentially, not to its ornament only, bnt to its weifaip, 
and that they cannot be slighted without peril to all 
we hold most dear. 

It should be remembered, however, that higher in- 
terests than those of knowledge are committed, as an 
inestimable deposit, to every town among us ; I mean 
the interests of morals and religion. Here, too,- the 
State has a claim upon all its* parts; for religion belongs 
to the community, and blesses the community. They 
make but a defective estimate, who treat it merely as 
a concern between the individual and his* God. It is 
this ; but it is likewise more than this. It is a matter 
between the members of society, as such, a matter in 
which they have a strong mutual ititercst. Religion 
goes beyond the breast of the individual and beyond the 
family circle. It travels linough society, and scat- 
ters blessings as it goes ; it gives secnriiv to riglits, 
to pi()jj(}rty. and to enjoyments : it coiUi nL if it does 
not extinguish the passions from u hicii spi ins; cncroacli- 
ment and ojiprc-sion : it acts npon the wliole while 
it acts upon the; parts, and spu ids the broad wing 
of its love over the comnumiiy at large, as well 
as over your own dwelling. Such views of its agen- 
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^ often excluded, or their importance 
^rrated, bj the narrowness of sectarian feeling, or in 
fhe eagerness of party triumph. The subject ivas not 
regarded thus by our ancestors* They considered re- 
ligion as the best friend and ally of their civil institu- 
tioDS, as the sanctliier and the protector of whatever 
they valued most highly in their pulitical privileges. 
And they judged rightly. We surely want something 
to penetrate the whole mass of society, and operate as 
a restraint upon that ])i stilent ainbliioii, uliicli aims 
only at self-agp^raudiztuient, and, so it can but build a 
triumphal arch to its own glory, cares not how abject 
and miserable are the crowds that gaze upon it. We 
want sometliing that will give a solemn sanction to 
sound and wholesome laws, and to the sacred institu- 
tions of order and justice. Wc want something, that 
will prevent passion or scdhshness from sweeping away 
the landmarks of venerable principles, that will not 
Bufiisr licentiousness, uoder the abused name of free- 
dom, to confound the essential distinctions, which Gfod 
has instituted in the very nature of humaij society* 
The power, that will do all this, is to be found only in 
moral and religious influence, an influence guarded and 
guided so wisely, that it shall surround us like the air we 
breathe, vitally important, and felt not by its pressure, 
but by its refreshing and beneficial agency* None of 
the shackles, imposed by creeds, or by the spirit of a 
party, can supply the place of this great moral power. 
The people of every village should feel the solemn ob- 
ligation of cherishing this ^UtirJian of their best posses- 
sions, and at the. same time tin y should remember, that 
the spirit, nnscaiied religion, which kindles the wild- 
fire of strife and fanaticism from town to town, is as 
far from resemblinir the beneficent agency of true Chris- 
tianity, as the burning fever is from resembling the 
healthful and natural action of the functions of the body. 

The principles, which havje been stated, are the es-* 
sential sources of all the good we. can wish for <m 
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country. These are the support of the privileges and 
'Institutions, which make our country worthy of our 
love. They are inseparably associated with the mem- 
ory of our fathers, who through successive generations 
watched with pious care over the diurcti of Christ, and 
kept a sleepless eye fixed on the blessings of freedom. 
Whatever there is of honest fame, or of virtuous ex- 
citement, in their sufferings and deeds ; whatever their 
example affords, to which the nations of the earth 
pointi as to a soiree of instruction and a beacon of hope ; 
whatever is registered of their high enterprise, their 
noble daring, their firm endurance ; all these become 
the nutriment of a consecrated patriotism, when thej 
arc regarded as the expression ik strong devotedness to 
the cause of knowledge, of truth, and of piety. It is 
thus that the feeling becomes a hallowed one, which 
connects us with the tiiun ol ionnei days, — men who 
have left the impression of their wisdom and valor on 
their own age, and on succeeding ages, who set iortb 
and defended principles, the power of which is now felt 
in ever}' tibre of thii comnmuity, and who, in times 
when the hearts of multitudes quaked within them for 
fear, looked unmoved on danger and death, resting on 

a sublime sense of du(jr| and oa the arm pf AliQight^ 
God, 

In the same elevated spirit the Christian citizen can 
look forward to the future. His blessings rise to a 
higher value, and glow with a richer beauty, when he 
can hope that they will be transmitted to his children's 
children, encompassed and .strengthened by the helps 
of knowledge and piety* His regard to the pubUo 
welfare thus acquires something of the nature of pa- 
rental affection, blending with its serious 'and perhaps 
stern expression the mildness of that feeling, which 
looks with foud care to coming generations. We 
jshould love our country, as Christians and as enlijjht- 
ened men. We sliould show this love, not by hating 
And reviling other nations, not bv idli vaporing and 

17 
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swellins: boasts, not by pliins^ing with mad zeal into 
the conllicts of party ; reaiemberiug that if it be truiy 
saidy 

Faction will freedom, like its shade, pursue, 
Yet, likt? the shadow, proves the substance true, 

it is also the fearful lesson of history, that faction is of- 
ten the assassin, as wrll as llie companion, of liberty. 
We must manifest a love for our native land iu other 
and better ways, — by cleaving fast to principles and in- 
stitutions established by the labors of the wise, and 
sanctified by the prayers of the pious, and Uj such n 
41S6 of our gifts and privileges, that those who are to 
^me after us, may have as much good and as little 
evil to tell of us, as we have to tell of our ancestors* 
We must remember, that the good man is the best 

Eatriot ; that fidelity in the use of our extraordinary 
lessings will teach us most effectually how to prize 
and to preserve the fair inheritance transmitted from 
the Fathers of New England. 
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U» page 12.) 

The following is a list of the names, with the quantity of land 

Sisslgned to each, in a "grant of the Plow lands at Beyerbi^ke 
Plaines, derided and lotted out by the Freemen to nil the 
Townesmen then mhabitiog, being 106 in number*"— Februaiy 



28, 1636. 

Acret. Acres. 

Ctoorpre Phillips, pastor, forty. Francis Smitli, eight. 

John Whitney, ten. Jolm Eaton, six. 

Thomas Hastings, two. John Loveran, twen^. 

Richard Woodward, six. William Jennison, ten. 

Robert Belts, one. John Page, thirteen. 

John Gri^s, one. S imupl Hosier, fivr. 

John Simson, four. Johu Winkell, three. 

Charles Obaawicky three. John Golfe, four. ^ 

Robert Veazy, one. Nathnniel Bowman, seven. 

Henry Gof^stone, seven. Brian Pembleton, twelve. 

John Smith, Sen., four. Kichurd Browne, nine. 

John TomsoB, ' two. John Lawrence^ three, 

John Eddy, nine. - Jolin Tucker, three, 

William Bassum, ' three. Thomas Cakcbred, eight. 

Benjamin Crispe, Uiree. Robert Tuck, five. 

Edmund Sherman, six. Henry Cuttris, one. 

Willinm Bridg^es, five. Richard Kembali, twelve. . 

Gregory Taylor, five. John Barnard, ten. 

Jeha Coolige, five. Edward Dikes, three. 

Iteniel Patrick, fourteen. Thomas Brookes, four. 

Joseph Mosse, two. Timothy Hawkins, two. 

Ephraim CItild, sixteen. Gregory Stone, ten. 

Robert Lockwcwd, mz. James Cutter, three. 

Francis Onge^ six. John Cutting, ton. 

John Gaj^, five. Daniel Perse, one. 

Simon Eire, eighteen. Bamaby Windes, six. 

Sir Richard SaltoQStall thirty. John Kingsberry, six. 

- Nathnniel Baker, five Robert Peke, twenty-foor* 

John Jiichardson, three. Isaac Stone, eleven. 

George Moanings, four* Tbomas Smith. two. 

^ Henry Bright, three. John Rose, three. 

Nicholis Knapp, six. IMilo?; Nutt, three. 

Richard Sawtle, one. Joiin Hayward, seven. 

IshttBHeC^ fow. Tbonasrilbrid^ nine. 
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Simon Stond, 
Robert Daniel, 
Isaac Mixer, 
Edward How, 
Henry Dengnyne, 
Thomas MaiheW) 
John Stowars, 
Richard Beere, 
Edmand Janiei» 
John Firiniti, 
John Warrin, 
John Batcheler, 
William Knop, 
Henry Kemball, 
Williaoi Palmer, 
fidnland Lewit, 
John Finchj 
William Swift, 
John Winter, 
Edward Lud, 



eight. 

four. 

twenty-four. 

end. 

thirty. 

two. 

two. 

five. 

nine. 

thirteen* 

HIX. 

seven* 

six. 

one. 

five. 

four. 

five. 

three. 

three. 



^ohn SntHli, Jim.) 

Roger Willi ngtoiJ, 
Christopher Grant, 
John iNlchols, 
John Dwlffbt, 

Foriler Pick ram, 
.Inhn Springe, 
John Warner, 
Eminip-1 Wiiito, 

Kfhvatd Gnrfield, 
William Gutterig, 
Hugh MtBOO, 
Thomas Rogers, 
Thomns Bartlett, 
John Doggett, 
Lawrence Wateri, 
Martin UmlefWOOd, 
William Paine, 
Garrett Church, 
Abram Shaw* 



mm* 

two. 
three* 
four, 
eeven. 
five, 
six. 
seven, 
three, 
seven, 
three, 
three, 
five, 
two. 
six. 

two. 

twe«t3f-£Mir« 

two. 

ten. 



fee. / 



Though the number is stated to be 106, it will be fixiBd, oa 

couoting, to be 108. 



(B»>ge 13.) 

The confusion on this question arises from the apparently 
contradictory lesliinonies of the old wrilers, and from the vai^ue 
character of some of their expressions. Dr. Kendal, in the body 
bf bis Century Discourse^ eomiden tbe duirch ki Watsrimni ts 
the nxih in af^e, among the Massachilsetts cliarehes ; but in t 
note of aome leogth, the fruit of subsequent retfeamsbes, be a»- 
signs to it an earlier dite^ and is disposed even to regard it at 
aecood only to that at Salem. In this last estimate he is, hoiv^ 
ever, undoubtedly in an error. T!:e mistakes of Johnson, (Won^ 
der-working Providence,) in his arrangement of tbe rhnrehes, 
nrc now gcnernlly acknowledged ; and if iiis testimony be set 
aside, as it j)robably should be, the opinions which others have built 
on bis autboriiy as to this point, must fall with it. Mather (Mag* 
nal. B» in. cb. 4.) says tbat tbe Rev. Mr. Pbillipe aod the other 
•ettlers of Watertowo, oo tbe 30ib of July, )630, " upon a day set 
•part fat aoleron faadog end prayer, the very next month after 
they came adiore» entered into this lioly covenant.'' He iheil 
subjoins the covenant at length, and adds, diat " ahoot forty men 
then subscribed this instrument in order unto their coalescence 
into a clnircli-eslfHe." Tlic dav here designated was that, which 
Governor Wiathrop had appropriated for fasting and pn^eron ac-^ 
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-iX^X;, count of the pranaleot sickness, and on which Winthrop^ Dudley» 
JobnioDf and Wilson first entered into chuieh covenaot» and 
laid the foundation of the clnirclieB both of Charleetown and 

aitervvnt fls of Boston." {Prince, p. 810, &c.) At the same 
time Sir Kichai d Sahonstallt and others of the settlement at Wa* 
teriownt sn!)srr'»bed a covenant. Mailiei's statement, ns to the 
origin of the Watertown rlinrch, ^votild seem to be explicit and 
dert^ivc of" ihe question. But, in a note at the end of Dr. Kcn- 
dal's Discourse, Dr. Holmes, to uhose faithlii! and vakiable la- 
bors oa tlie eui i) iiislory of this coiuilry iiigli praise is due, has 
endeafoared to show that the transaction to which Mather's ac-^ 
count relat^ was not the actual forinatioo of a church, but mere- 
hr an exercise preparatory to that act* His reaming certainly 
deserves much consideration, and is stated 'with fairness and 
8tr9ii|ih« Yet it does not seem to me entirely satisfactory and 
convincing. Ahhough, as ho remarks, the fast on the 30lh of Ju*- 
ly related not primarily to ecclesiasiical matters, but to the 
prevalent sickness, yet the stron'i expression^; ijsed by the wri- 
ters, hot n V. tiomwe have the account, cerlaiiiiy seem to imply 
nothing less than the actual I'ormatiou of churches. According to 
Prince, it was considered an impomaot object in keepiag the last, 
that such godly persons among them, as know eaim other, may 
publicly at the end of their exercise make known tlieir desirOi 
and practise the same by solemnly entering into covenant with 
God to walk in his ways," &c. ; and though their society con*' 
sisted of very few, they promised, " after to receive in siicli by 
confession of faith, as shall appear to be fi!]v qualified." Tins 
last enc;agement implies, tlint they Inlcndi <1 li oni that dny to be 
regarded as an organized cliujch, jjicparcd lo receive others into 
their number. Morton, in relating the same transaction, tells uS, 
that Ifaeir purpose was to seek ^ for direction and guidance in 
the solemn enterprise of entering into chureh felkiwsbtp*'^ (JV*e«s 
Bii^nd*s Memorial, Davis's ed. p. iM.) Language like this ' 
appeara deeisirely to describe the formation of churches ; and if 
it were not intended lo do so, it b ungtiarded and ambiguous* 
IVInther introduces his account by remarking, that " they [Mr. # 
Phillips and others of the Watertown settlers] resolved that they 
would combine into a church fellowship there as their tirst work,'* 
&c. ; and when he remarks, that " in after time they, that join- 
ed unto the church, subscribed a form of the covenant some« 
whU altered, with a confession of faith annexed unto it," this re« 
fers, I oooceWe, not to a subsequent process of forming a churcii, 
but merely to some modifications in their covenant, introduced 
Miliaps to oialce it more explicit and satisfactory. There ii^ 
BDWffWi aiMitfaer aemnt ghren fagr MutMr^ whioli is ioooiiMMac 
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wi^ his omi stMsmoDt, above quoted, as to tbe st al e of the Water* ^laJk 
twniebareb* He plices (Book I. ch* ft.) the churches ctCtHurles^ ~* 
iMm, Po rch« l ter » Boston, Rotbmy, mid Lynn, bafi>ro tiiat M 

Watertowo, in the order of ttine. I know not bow this incon aia t c p ey 
b to be explained,' bill by supposing tImt Mather, in the arrai^e* . 
ment of the churches just referred to, followed, without exnmin«« 
tion, some erroneous authority. We seem warrRntcd to infer 
that in the account, whtch n<?signs the Waieiiown ( iutrcli to July 
30, 1630, he was more Itkely to be correct, because, in that ac* 
count, a speci6c date is given for the transaction, connected with 
the well->attested fact of the fast which was observed on that day ; 
whereat, in the other account, a merely general atatement if 
made of one ehtircb foUowing another, witbM any dale assigned 
to either, except the Charlestown church. On the whole, I 
cannot hue conclude, that (he true date of the fortnatiofi of the 
Watertown church is July 30, 1 630, O. S. With regard to tlie 
relative position? of tfif fir*;! rfiTirrhe'? iti Mnssacliusetfs, in the order 
of time infortnation may lie tiuiiul in Dr. Kendnl's Century Dis- 
course, p. 19 ; Mass. Hist, (Jolk ctions, 2d Series, Vol, L pp. 9, 
26 5 and Savage's note on Wintin-op, Vol. I. p. 94. 

The covenant mentioned above as recorded ijy Mather, into 
which Mr. Fhillipa and nthan entered, and winch was the foun- 
dafk»of this ancient church of oorfafbars, is ao lamarkaMa fat 
its hearty piety, and its entire freedom from a aectariaii spirit, 
that I have thought proper lo insert it in this conoaxion* It i» 
wibltowst 

»' Jv/V 30, 1630. 

We, whose names are hereto subscribed, having, through 
God's merer, escaped out of the pcAutions of tlie world, and been 
taken into the aociety of his people, with all thaokibhiess do haia** 
ly, both with heart and hand, acknowledge that his grackms good- 
ness and fatherly care towards us; and, for further and mora laH 
dcckration tbereol to the present and future ages, have under- 
taken (for the promoting of his glory, and the church's good, and 
the honour of our blessed Jesus, in our more full find free sub^ 
jecting ol ourselves and ours under his gracious government, in the 
practice of and ohedience unto all his holy ordinances and orders, 
wbich he hath pleased to prescribe and impose uf>on us) a lung 
and hazardous voyage from east to west, iVom Old Endand in 
Europe, to Now JEogfaiad in Amerioa \ that wa may wa£ balbce 
him, and aama htm without fear, in howieas and ri gl neo u a n easy all 
the days of our livas : and being safely arrived herey and tbnt 
onwards peacedbiy Reserved by his special {Novidence, that 
WW mtjf hfing fenh our hwantiaiia into aetkaa> and pariaat onr 
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tesoMiom m iIm Ibegiimiogs of aaro jittt wmA nmt oficutbof, 
hm atfMnted tne day above wtHibd (nm all other mgvmit 

and dedicated it wboUy to the Lord in divine emplogrmeDts, hr, 
a dav of. afflicting our aouls, and huitibliog ourachres before the 
. Lord, to seek bioi, and at his hands a way to walk io, by 

fasiing qnd prayer, thai we mii^lit know what was good in his 
sight ; and ihe I^ord was entreated of us. For in the end ot" lhat 
day, alter ihe finishing of our puLlick duties, we do al), before 
we depart, solemnly, and with all our hearts, personally, mau by 
man, for ourselves and ours, (charging them before Christ and his 
dact aogels, even fbem that are not here with w this doy^ or ate 
yet unboiii, that they keep the peomiae uoblaiiieabiy and faittk 
fidlyj unto the coaung of our Lord Jesus,) promise, and enter 
kto a sure covenant with the Lord our God, and, hefore hia^ 
with one another, by oath and serious protestation made, to re- 
nounce all idolatry and siipersiifion, will-worship, all Innnane tra« 
diiions nnd inventions whatsoever in the worship of God ; and 
foisakiag all evil ways, do give ourselves wholly^ unto the Lord 
Jesus, to do hiai faithiul service, obsei viiig aud keeping all his 
atatutes, commands, and ordinances, in all matters concerning 
our refonnation, hie worship, adinioiitnlkNis, nunbtryi and go?« 
atnamot^ and io |be carriage of oimalvea among ounelvea and 
one towarda anciber, as & hath preacribed in hii holy woad. 
Further swearing to cleave unto fAo/ alone, and ifao true 08080 aii4 
meaning thereof to the utmost of our power, as unto the most 
clear light, and infallible rule, and all-sufficient canon, in all things 
that concern us in this our way. lu witness of all, we do 
animo and in the presence of God hereto set our Ei4iQea 09 
marks, in the day and year above wrilieD.*' 



(C, page 17.) 

The following is the letter alluded lo^ takes frow the Maai 
Hist. Coll. 2d Series, vol. iv. p. 171. 

** Reverend and deare friends, whom 1 unfaynedly love and re^ 
spect. It doth not a little grieve my spirit to heare what sadd 
things are reported daily of your tyranny and persecutions in 

England, as that you fyoe, whip, and imprbon men for , 
their conacieDcea. First jroti oooipel each la toise into your / 
assemblies, as you know will not joyne with yon in fom wonbip, i 
and when they shew their dislike Iheieof or witness rphwt n$ I 
then you stjrre up your magistrates to punish them for »sck 
(aa yon conoeyve) thoir puMick afipontf, Tnil^, fineads, this ! 



196 

yoor prtoliM of oomptellipg any » mttlm of imnliip to doe 
Ibat whereof they are not fiilly persuaded is lo malM thtia mn^ 
I for soe the aposile (Rem. 14 and ^3) tells U8» tod many are 
I made liy|>ocrites fheteHy, conformtng in tbeir ootward mao for 

feare of punisliineiit. Wo pny for you nnd wish you prasperitie 
every way, l)0[)«Mi ihe Lor(l would have given you so rrmch fii^fit 
aiid love iluMe, that you uiiglit I). ive been eyes U) God's people 
/ here, and noi to praciire ilmse courses in a wilderness, which 
you weal so larre lo prevent. Tliese ri^id wayes have layed 
YOU very lowe in the liearts of the saynts. I doe assure you J 
liava lieard them pray in the publique asaanabliea^ that tlie Lord 
would eive jroa meelce and bumbb spirits, not to stryfe so muoli 
for unilormity, aa lo Iceep the onity of the spirit io the hood of 
peace. 

"When I wns in Holland about the bes;inningof the warres, I 
rememher some chrisli;nis liieie, that then iiad serious thoughts 
of planung in New England, desired nie lo write to the governor 
thereof to know if those that difibr from you iti opinion, yei iiold- 
ing the same foundaiion m religion, as Anabaptists, Seekers, An- 
tinomians, and the like,^ might be permitted to live among you ; 
to which 1 received this short answer from your then govarnoTy 
Mr. Dudley, God Ibrbid (said he) oar love for the tnnb shooU 
be grown so could, that we should tolerate errours ; and wbe* 
(ibr saiisfaction of myself and others) 1 desired to know your 

f rounds, he referred me to the books written here between the 
*re'?byterians and Independents, which if that had been sufficient, 
1 needed not have sent soe farre to understand the reasons of 
i your practice. I hope you do not asstune to yourselves infallibii* 
ilie of judgment, when the most learned of tlie a[>ostles confes« 
seth be knew but in parte and saw but darkely as through a 
ghis. Ob that all those who are brethren, though yet they can-» 
liot thmke and sp^e the same things, might be of one accord iq 
'the Lord. Now the Gqd of patience and consolation grant yoa 
to he thus minded towards one another, after the example of Je^ 
ms Christ our blessed Savyor, in whose everlasting trmes of pn>» 
tection iie leaves yon wlw will never leave to be 
Your truly and iniich aiTectiooate ii'ieod 
in the nearest union 

RIG » SALT0NSTAU4* 

For my Reverend and worlbyly 
much esteamed friends, Mr. CoU 
ton and Mr. Wilson, preacbars to 
the c^rcb which is at BqstfNH in 
New-£aghiul«'* 
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(D,iM«B3S.) 

It Is proper here to advert to the use which has been made of 
the case of Bilscoe, in a pamphlet entitled " Vindication of the 
Rights of the Churches of Christ,'* pobtisbed at Btostoo, 1828. 
Tbe writer considers the slatemeot or Wintbf»p and Hubbard m 
^tm iastaoca as furaishing decisive evidence, that the thurdiei 
(takioK the word io its limited sense, as signifying ooly the com-^ 
mtmicantSi) were regarded as bodies [)olitic, and exercised the 
power of levying a tax for the support of their pastors. It is not 
necessary liere to go into an examination of this position. The 
arguments, by which the writer attempts to sustain it, have beea 
most satisfactorily refuted in a very able Review of the pamphlet, 
published in the " Christian Examiner," for 1828, vol. v. p. 600, 
&c. I will only remark, that tbe writer of the ViodicatioQ seems 
Co have mistaken the object of BriacoeTs compkuot, which waa 
against the tax itself, not aeainst the power by which it was im- 
posed. The support of the ministers bad before been drawn 
nom voluntary contributions ; and when n tnx wns introduced 
rompelling every man to pay his proportion for this purpose, Bris- 
coe found fault with tbe change, as an offensive and injurious in- 
novation. Tliis was die object of his opposition, which therefore 
furnishes, no evidence in favor of the abovementioued position, 
since the power of tbe church to raise money was not the point 
in debate. It is true that M^nthrop, and Hubbard who merely 
copies Winthrop, speak of Briscoe as being grieved because he 
«nd others w ere taxed, when they " were no men^ers.^ Much 
stress is laid on this ezpressbn to show that the ohwch, distinc- 
tively so called, possessed and exercised the power in question. 
But the expression, in all probability, was used concerning a re- 
lation to the religious society, as such, in Wateriown, not to the 
body of the communicants exclusively. When the tax was in- 
troduced, aud payment demanded by the proper authorities of 
tbe town, it is probable that Briscoe «tnd others, in the warmth of 
tfaisir resentmeut, separated diemselves from their fermer ommes- 
ion, and declared they would have nothing to do with the support 
of tbe ministry or of ptiblic worship . Tbey therefore considered 
themselves as " no members," and were angry because the lax 
wss still required of them. It is an extreme jealousy of taxation, 
and not rcsibtnnce to a power exercised by the church, which 
appears iu jji l^ct ie's case, Tiie town recordjs siiow decisively, 
that the appropriations for tlie support of the ministry were matie 
by the town, as such, not by the church, as a distinct body. The 
tax this purpose m 1642 (the very year ip question) was or- 
is 



* 
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dflrad tt a tomi m«eliiig, in wlncli olii«r (awn iffim ncre traai* 
acted, such as choosing Selectmen, appoinling pflfsOM to pack 
and tell leatbefi &c. ; and, in 1648, "at a general ioime mee^ 
fltg*, the to7tmp grnntcf! lo Paster Knowlcs and Pnstci- Sherman 
120 pounds for the yearo following, to be equally divided be- 
tween them ; the said sum to be raised by rate made by the sev- 
en men " (meanins^ the Selectmen). There is nowhere in the 
recurds an inuuialion oi ike diurch^ peculiarly so called, pretend- 
ing to hold or exercise the jpower of raising money by tax for the 
support of their pastors. On the contrary, this is unifonnly 
. tionedas the town's lAir, and disposed of among other town 
business. 



(E, W& ^) 

The body of the Rev. Mr. Sherman was deposited in the old 
bury lug-ground in Watertowu, and u plain monument raised over 
it, which, having falleD iotodecav, was rebuilt m 1821. His epi- ' 
taph is said by the Rev. John Baile/, in a boolc of records kept 
br bioit to have heo^ written by Mr. WlUard» doubtless die Rer. 
Siuatael Willard, pastor of the Old South Church in Boston, who 
was manied to a daughter of Mr. Sbemian. It is as ioOows : — 

Johannis Sherm&uni maxiraec pietatis, ^ravitatis, et caadoris viri, 
in t]ieo]ogi& plurimutu vcrsati : 
in conciODUido Tere Chrysostomi : 
^ Artibus liberalibus pnieriput^ Mnthcrjiaticis incotiiparaT>i]ist 
A^aUainensis ccdesiie in Nov. Angim fidehasimi paatoris: 

CoUcgii Uarvardini inspectope «t socii : 
C^ai postquam annis plaa minus xl v Cbristo ftiU 'Ttfi^lm * 

in ecclrsia fidn'^ 
Morte matura traosmigravit, 
at 4 Cbristo palnai dtcoratNi flirt, 
A. D. MDCLxxxT Augualii 
^tatis s\m lxxu : 
Memorie. 

* 

Mather, at the close of his account of Sherman, has bestowed 



* Immediately after this word Mr. Bailry, v/ho trnnscribed 'this epi- 
taph into his manuscript book, has inserted in a parenthesis the follow- 
ing commeot j '* i. e. one of the underrowers that steer the ship to- 
wards the haten.'* In thus explaining this Greek word according to 
its derivation, rather thfin in its rnnimon and obvious^ sense, he haa 
made it preaent to the mind a metaphor somewhat striking and pleasing. 



■ 
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upon him the following epitaph, borrowed, with Uw IRltOntioo of 
tiie oame, ijroai its applicauoa to another person : 

Ut PauH Pirtna, pic Enclidoa ]\Tathesw, 
Uoo Shermamu couditur m Tumulo* 

It may not bejmproper to insert here an epitaph od ifae Rev* 
Jonathan Mitchell of Cambridge, written, as I suppose, by the 
Rev. Mr. Sherman. I am indiirccl to tliink it to be from his 
hand, because Hubbard (p 606) ascribes it to "a neighbour 
minister," and because it is subscribed with the initials J. S. If 
it be Sherman's, it may lend us to fear that his philosophy and 
mathematics had not aUogetlicr fitted him for a poet 5 alihough, 
if compared with the sepulchral inscriptions in verse which werQ 
eomcaoa at that period, it will certainly n|)pear very respcfetable* 

Here lies the darling of his tim^ 

MitcbeH, expired in his prime, 

Who, four years dKirt of forty-seven, 

Was found full ripe, and pUtckM for he«TeD| 

Was full of pradent zeal, and love, 

FWth, patience, wiadom froni above $ ^ ^ - 

New England's stay, next aco's story, • 

The churches' gem, the colTef^e glory. «^ 

AnAeLs may speKk him, ah ! not I, n 

Gmtne worth's alKwe hyperbole,) 
ut for our loss, were 't in my power> 
I *d weep an everlasting shower. 



(F, page 58.) 

When Ml'. John Bailey came from Ireland to New England, 
he brought a manuscript book, to which I have already had oc- 
- casioQ to refer. In this book he kept a record of all the com- 
nmoioat of his church, first in Limerick, beginning June, i679| 
and then in Watertown, in regular order till he left the town, hi 
these records are occasionally found some interes^ng particulars. 
The following notice, while he was in Ireland, is worthy of being 
trnnscrlbed. "The 44th Sacrament was upon the I Ith of Oct., 
16to3, in the evenine;, nt Mr. Wilkiiis. It 'snow loo long a storye 
to tell all ilie pmiirulai reasons why we had not one sooner ; 
many have i>eeu ihe exercises, tryals, vexations, we have jnet 
with since July the 1st. There bath a plott broken out * 
lince then that hath occasioned a world of trouble, and some 
have suSeredj as Russell^ £8sc^» Capt. Wdcott, &c., and others 
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are Tike to suftr ; il hufa niMie the papists proud, Szc, hm Qotf 
witt9;iD his own lime, discover the worke oi darkness ; I say no- 

more of it. We were slititt out of ihe A[)l)y by the locking of 
tbe gates, and it 's sad to think vvc shall never come more into 
our oki place of worship. Then I was advised by tlic Bishops 
not 10 preach ; I promised to forbeare a vvliile because of such 
a criticaii juncture of time; after 3 Sabbaihs I began again, &c. 
ud 80 tbe Bishop with the broad seal! of bis court certi6ed to 
the Mayor, who » very unwilling to do any thing against me, 
diet I ifid preach such a day, and so required the Act of Unifbr- 
inity to be putt in force against me in 3Nmonthes imprisonnient* 
I was sent for before the Mayor, Recorder, and other justices, to* 
whom I opened my mind fully : the Recorder was for imprison- 
ment, but the Mayor was not only willine: to forgive what wns 
past, but not to putt rnc on piomisins to torbeare for the future 
^for he knew I would nut promise itj, but lo warne me ior the 
luture, telling ni& what to look for if I do' so any more. So that 
■ow m 8 sort the very neck of otir liberty is broken, Ibr there m 
fitde likdHiood of dmng any thing in private. This is tbe sad- 
' dest day I have seen ; all their former wayes have hitherto been 
abortive, notliing ^dged till this. The Lord is performing tbo 
thing appointed for me, and yet what this may come to I know 
not; but there is just ground of fear, because all things every 
where goe down the wind.*' Again he writes : — " The 46th 
Sacrament was on Jan. 13, 1684, in the morning, at Mr. W's. 
1 was at one of clock to preach in the Irish town ; but 1 have 
DOW nothing to say to this day's worke, for I was imprisoned in 
the afiemoon, and so I suppose it may be the last Saenunent I 
may give ; many things were said at tbe Table, which I now 
being under confinement forbear to repeaie," &dc. The next 
feoord, Oct. 6th, 1686, speaks of his arrival in New Ens;land, 
and of his being " set apart for the church in Watcrtown." From 
this tune notices follow, in a regnlnr series, of all the communions 
of the church in Watertown while he was with them. He gives 
the heads of his sermons and remarks on these occasions, and is 
so particular lo uotice the weaiiier, and other minute circum- 
stanees. He speaks freqnendy ef the conunvnion bet^g attended 
by great numbers of people from Ihe neighbouring and even distant 
towns. At one time, he says, they were so many, that they pot 
US hard to it to get elements sufficient.'* 

Mr. Bailey seems to have used this book as a depository for 
his notes about his private matters, as well as ecclesiastical affair?. 
It contains the epitaphs upon his wife, who died and was buried 

ML Watertown„ and upon his brother Tiiomas. They were writ-^ 

% 
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ten hy Mr. Moody, pralMliIj the Re?. Joahna Moody, of te 
First Cbureh m Boston, and mm ioBoms i 

« 

Pious Lydia, made and griven by God, 
as a most meet help to John Bailey, 

Bfiniater of me GoapeL 
Good betimes, — Best at last, 
Lived by faith, — Died in grace. 
Went off singing, — Left us weeping, 
Walked with God m translated in the 39^ yeara 
of her age, April IH, 
Read her epiUph in Pxov. zjuu. 10, 11, 12, 28, 2D, 30^ 81. 

Bmm lym the |v«eioaa4iMt cf Tboana Bailey 

A paialal preacher (A mmi desiraUe ne^^ 
Aattaemplarv liver A pleasant compaBiOft 

A tender liusbaiid I A common good 

A earefttf father i j A cheerful deer 

A brother for adveiaity | A pntient sufferer 
A fittthfdl friend j Lived much ialitUe 



A good copy for all Survivors. 
Aged 35 years. 
H9 alept in Jeans the 21. of Janaaiy 168a 

Amonc; the curious randley conlnined in this book are some 
memoranda of Mr. Bailey's expenses ; and at the end of one of 
these accounts he exclaims, " I Ml proceed no further, it 's enough 
to naake a man mad to take notice of dayly expenses,*' ike. 

The following entry among bis marriage records is worthy of 
notice. ^ There was by the General Assembly, sitting in 0&> 
toberor November, 1 692, an order made for Ministers marrying^ 
as well as Justices of the peace, which hath encouraged me to 
do it at die importunity of friends," &.c. Hutchinson says tha^ 
among our ancestors, "there was no instance of marriage by a 
clergyman, durinii their charter; but it was always done by a 
magistrate, or by persons specially appointed for that purpose, 
who were confined to particular towns or districts. Jf a minister 
happened to be present, he was desired to pray.*^ Vol. i. p. 392. 

It may be well to take notice bera, that to « blank Jeitof Mr. 
Bailey's book, " Man's Cbief End to Glorifie God," &c., pre- 
sented to the Massachusetts Historical Socie^, d«re b the fol- 
lowing memorandum respecting his descendants : " No«r Vma^ 
of his offspring, in Boston, two grcat-grand-chlldren, namely, 
Saraii Belknap and Ahijrnil Willis, and three grcat-great-i;rand- 
children, namely, Charles Wiilis, Jr.^ Nathaoidi Wiihigi and Afai* 
gail Wilhs. May 28, 1771." 
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(G, w 6a) 

This report as thea presented, respeetii^both the miDisCiy and 

the meeting-house, stands in the town records as follows : 

*' VViiereas in a general Town Meotinj; of the inhabitants of 
Watertown, upon the 27lh of December last past, it was voted 
that mailers of difference relating to the sealing of a minister nnd 
the placing of the Meeting-house, sliould he lelt lo ihe deternnna- 
tioQ of a cofDinitteei to be chosen by ilie Governor and Council : 
And whereas upon the application of Mr. Wllfiatn Bond and 
Lieut. Benjamin Garfield, the Governor and Council were pleas- 
ed to Dominate us the subscribers to be a commhtee for the ends 
aforesaid : We do advise and determine, that forasmuch as you 
have once and again called the Rev. Mr. Henry Gitibs to labour 
in the Lord's vineyard at Watertown, which he has so far accepted 
as to spend some years with you, in which time yourselves and 
others have had pleuliful experience of his ability and real worth, 
that therefore you do your endeavour that he may speedy ly be 
fixed among you in the work and office of the ministry. 

** And whereas there has been of a long lime, even ever since 
the dayes of your blessed pastor Phillips, an earnest contending 
about the place of meeting for the publick worship of Grod, hav- 
ing heard and duly weighed the allegations of both parties in your 
publick rneciing, and considering the remoteness of the most of 
your inhabitants from the place where the meeting-house now 
stands, our advice and delerrninalion iu tliat matter is, that with- 
iu the space of four years next coming there be a raeetiog-liouse 
erected in your town on a koowl of ground lying between the 
bouse of the widow Sterns and Whitney's bill,^ to be the place of 
meeting to worship God for the whole town. And if in the mean 
time, the minister see cause to dwell in the house where the 
Rev. Mr. John Bayly dwell'd, the town pay rent to the proprie- 
tors, as halb been, accustomed since its building. So praying 
God to unite your hearts in his fear, we take leave, who are your 
truly loving friends and brethren. 

T, _ m» ,Q ,/ino WlLUAM StoUGHTON. 

BoMoo. M«y 18, 1693. j^^^ Philupb. 

To our Brethren and James RussEiti- 

Neighbours of Watertown. Samuel Sbwall. 

losBPM Ltnoe.** 

* The spot thus described by the committee was in one of the an 
gles now formed by the intersection of two roads near tho houses of 

Mr. Ch:irlob Whilney and Mr. Joel Piorcc, — a place sometimes cnllrd 
the Four Comers. It is now remembered in the towa, that a meetings 
house was s^d to have oqc« stood there* 
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(H5 P«8P 

By the order of the Court in 1700, it would seem, ail the in- 
habitants of the low a (except ihe "the Farmers'*) were required 
to choose which of the two placesof worship they would iHipport, 
and then sigo their names to an obligation for that purpose. The 
names of those, who subscribed for the support of the old metting- 
house, were as follows : 
J. Hammond, Senr. N. Wyeth. 
R. Iloreross. J . Gtoddard. 

H. Spring. 
N. Fiske. 
T. Train. 



S. Stone. 

N. Barsham. 
J. Stratten, Senr. 
N. Coohdge, Senr. R. Coolidge. 
N. Bright. p. Benjamin. 



J. Mason, 
p. WeUingtoik 
W. Bood« 

T. Bond. 

J. Beers. 

J. Eddy, Senr. 

J. Trnin. 

J. Bond. 

W. Shattuck. 

S. Jeonison. 

J. Stratten, JiiDf. 

R. Goddard. 



D. Smith. 

D. Fiske. 

E. Goddard. 
R. Beers. 
A. Benjamin. 
J. Coolidge. 
J. Dix, Senr. 
G. Lawrence* 
D. Church. 
T. Whitney. 
S. Hasting^. 



J. Bacon. * 
J. Childs. 
J. Stone. 
J. Holdin 
C. Grant. 
S. Randall. 
Jdo. Stone* 
S. Stratlon 
C. Coolidge 
J. Eddy, Junr. 
M. Sawing. 
J. Grant. 
J. Treadaway. 
T. Coolidge. 
W. Shattuck. 
J. Maddoclc. 
£. Wlntnonr. 
Eliz. Bond. 



The names of those, who subscribed for worship at the new 

meciinL;-house, were as follows : 

J, Warren, Senr. Jno. Mars, Junr. 

J. Brown. 



S. Cook, Senr. 
J. Mars, Senr. 
J. Barnard, Senr. 
H. Caark» Sear. 
S. Paris. ' 
C. Church. 
£. Cutter, Seor* 
S. Cook. 
Jm*Mar8« 



T. Phillips 
James Bemaidj 
S. Phillips. 
G. Beal. 



B. Whitney. 
N, Sterns. 
J. Weii^iigtoa Senr. 
ibr his land in W»* 
tertown* 
D. Harrington. 



J. Warren, the Cap- B. Garfield. 

tain's son. Justice Phillips* 

R* BkNss. A. Gale. 



y 



I ht!^ been inforraad, tbtt the momMMM* nour tIttidiBg ' 

over ibe asbfls of Mr. Gibbs and his wife, was erected by the 
Rev, Dr* Appleton of Cambridge, who, as has been already said, 

was married lo their daughter. If this be true, It is probable 
that tl)e ff llo^ving epitaphs, ioschbed oo the 'moDumeat» were 
whtteo by liun. 

Hie 

Beposite sant reliquiie viri 
\eTO. venerandi 
Honrici Gibbs, EccIeiiisB Christi 
apud Aquitooieuses Pastork 
TicUftntiniim, 
n«tete fmgentej enioitione non 
aedioen, gravitate siagului 
spect&tissuDi : 
Pfittii in divinis, pnidfiirti4 in konnau^ 
aecQiatiooe in coiwioDibua, copift m pMcibq^ 
praecellentis : 
Qui per erunuMs vite doloresque moitif 

requiefD tudoD iKvenit. 
41a OstoJuu 21- Anno Domim upeomwh 
^tatis sum hvu 



Hie 

Riam deponitur corpus Mercy Gikbi 

ConjuEris sUeB dilectissimflB, 
Qms (^^piruvit ia Dummo 24 Jaou&riis 
Aimo Domini iiDCCXn* 

(K, page 113.) 

It may be interesting to some to present, somewhat more in 
detail, tlie doircis of the town on this STibjert. The report men- 
tioned in the nan mye, after a loog preamble, recommt^ed tl|# 

foUowiug resoiveb : 

" 1st. That we highly approve of the late resolutions of the 
merrhnnts of the town of Boston, and elsewhere in this Stale, 
and also of the doings of the said town of Boston, and their pro- 
posal for callng a Conveiiiiou ai Concord, in the County of Mid- 
dlesex, on the 14th day of this iost. July, for the purpose of de- 

* ThiB, and the monument erected to Thomas Baily, aod to Jotm 
Bailey** wife, were repaired and pat in order in 18SI. 
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tbtng ways and 1000119 for knrering the priees of all the oecessaij 
trdcles of life, both fereign and domoilick, aod ibr the «flectua1hr 
ap pwaia t iBg our ourranof . 9dlj. That the towa will, by thev 
oommhtee, meet at Concord on the ]4tbof Julyinst. for the pur- 
poae aforesaid. Sdly. That) in order to co-operate fortlivvitli widi 
the merchants in their glorious attempt for the lowering; the pri- 
ces of livery necessary of life, it is resolved, that llie produce of 
our respective farms shall not advance in price in the least degree 
from what they now ate, upon condition the late resoluliuu of the 
merchants respecting foreign articles shall continue : but the 
same shall lower in the same proportion as foreign articles do, 
and tbat we will use our utmost exertions that the several mecban- 
icks in thb town lower in like proportion ; and in order that this 
vote be carried into complete execution, voted 4thly, That a com- 
mittee of seven be chosen, whose business it shall be to ascer- 
tain, as nearly as may be, the prices of foreign and domestick ar- 
ticles, and to determine what proj)ortion they ought in equity to 
bear each to the other, and publish their doings monthly, and 
caube liie same to be posted up at the meeting-house and other 
places of puUiek resort in the town, which shall regulate the 

Slices of all the articles mentioned in said notification for the time 
lereui specified : And if anjr person or persons shall be so lost 
to all sense of honour, love of their country, or their own intmst, 
as to violate in the least degree the true intent and meaning of 
this re-^olntion, by selling their produce at a higher price than 
establislied by said committee from time 10 time, said person or 
persons so offending shall be deemed enemies to their country, 
and cryed as such by the town-clerk, for six moniiis after, ;u ev- 
ery pubhck meeting of the town : — this resolution to hold good 
and valid until the State at large shall have adopted some perma- 
Dant mode of regulating the same. Sthly. Tbat the Selectmen 
be directed, without loss of time, to transtiiit copies of the pro« 
eeedings of this meeting to the towns of Newton and Wahbam, 
praying them to adopt some such method, in order that we may 
be niutnnlly assisting m the onlv feasible way possible, that wc 
can tliinli of, for the appreciating our currency, and thereby 
rendering our independency sure, and securing to us aod our 
posterity peace, liberty, and safety.'* 

• On the 26th of July, 1779, the resolves passed in the Conven- 
tion at Concord were accepted and approved by Watertown, and 
a committee was appointed ''to regulate and settle the prices of 
sncb articles as may be thought proper." This conunillee soon 
after reported a list of prices ior articles, in addition to those 
^gKOed opoD at Conoora. Hay and milk in Boston market" 
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prices, as given in the town raccurds 

" For the Innholders : — a dinner 18s. — horse-keeping p«r 
night 17s. — oats per pottle 5s. — punch per bowl 30s. — 
W. Ind. flip per mug Ida. ^yoke of oxeo per night at Eog^ 
hay 18s. 



Tanner. 
sole leather per lb. 
curried caif-skins, single, 
•qoal to 6 ilMi aoie MImt. 



20b. 



Labour. 

a mu per day, find biinself $09. 
a man per day, and fbund « 4I0b* 

TkanUng. 
per mile, wA exoMdiDf 90 

rnilc's out, per ton • 188* 
man and team per day, find- 
ing tbenwdvea £5. 10a. 
and team, fimnd, par day £4 



Shoemaker. 
men^ beak ahoes per pair £6. 00 
wamen*a beak do. ^ 4 10>. 

Tailor. 

making aman*a beatvwbed 

coat .... £8. 
do. do. waistcoat 4. 
do. do. breeches 4. 



for weaving 
linen eloth per yard 



Weaver. 

7-6 cotton and 

6a. 3d. 



do. yard wide torn 



54 all wool • 

narrow axe £7. 10a. 

ihoeing a horse roiinfl 

with refined iron and 

aieel £&00 
ahoeinjo: oxen in the aamo 

manner • . • £10.00 

Mechanics. 
per day, finding themaelTea TQs. 
doti and fimnd . 52b. 

Saddler. 

best saddle compleat . £70. 
best curbed bridle . . £12. 



6a. ad. 
9a. 



beat aingleHreinad do. 



£«. 



JjeaOitr-dresBer. 
beat sheep's wool per lb. S9i, 6d. 
beat wasb'd leather dress- 
ed aheep-skin«, single 56b. 3d. 

Boating from Boston. 

per boat-load . £,1S. J5s. 



per hogshead 
per banell 



256. 
7a. 6d. 



shaving 



Bather, 



Hatter, 
best beaver hat • 
beat fidt bat 



£40. 
£4. 



Joiner. 

common mahogany deak £ 20l» 
do. round top case diawwa £190*, 
do. four foottahle • £ 97. 

Currier. 

curryjiiff calltaidna • Ma. 
do, a bide • • £4 

ThBow-CkundUt, 
candlea per lb. . . 18b. 

hard soap per lb. » • lOs. 
soap per barrell • . j^l5. 

Potter, 

quart mun;^ per doz. . 50b. 
do. single . • . 5b. 

Bukhtr. 

raw hides per lb. • • SlL 
best tallow per lb. • . 9i. 

flax per lb. . • - . 128. 

milk per quart • » . Sa. 

oata per buBhel 48a. 

barley per bushel . £4. lOs. 

malt par boahel £4 10b. 
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Ham-fain p«r nib fii, CMn4m« per ntle 58. All aH^ 
dies of European manufactures at the same i«te8| that ibaB be 
iffixed to them by the town of Boston.** 

A cotntnitt ^e was like'>ri?c chosen to carry into effectual 
and rigid executtou the proceedmgis of the Ck>oventioa at Con- 
cord. 



(L, page 125.) 

It may not be without use to subjoin to our annals a briei' ac* 
eoimt 01 the town, as it la at the present time, 

Watertowa is 6| tnilM iiroai 0oitoii| mdu bowidedMi tbe 
north by West Cambridge^ oo the east bj Gambiiclge, on the 

■oath by Charles River and by Newton, and on the west by Wa^ 
tbam. It is pleasantly situated ca Charles River, which in its beau* 
tiful windings decorates the scenery, at the same time tbat it con- 
fers more substatuial advantages. In extent of territory, Water- 
town is one of tlie smallest towns in Massachusetts, containing 
only 3833y%. acres, inclucline: land and water, as will appear 
from the iallowing xe^uli ui a survey taken by Mr. John G. 
Hales of BoitoD : 

Half of Charles River, Icvglh 915 chains^ 
by 3 chains wide • • « 76 aorse. 

Part of Fresh Pond - - - - ^ 68/, 
Small sUeam and Miii-poud - - - 3 

136/t 

Amount of land, induding roads &c* 3€i97|^ 



Whole contaats mn^ the luies - 3833 A 

The soil of Watertown is in s^cneral remarkably good. A 
portion of the southeastern extremity of the town is sandy, poor, 
and barren ; but, with this exception, the land is an^iong the best 
and most productive in the Corninonwealth. Tliu soil consists, 
for the most part, of black loam, having a substratuin of hard 
eertb, so thai It softrs but little eomparativelv fiom drought in 
muataeu There is very Me «niod**Iaiid in ttie town, nearly att 
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the soil being cleared and cultivated. A large proportion of the 

inhabitants, comprising nearly all those who occupy the north 
part of the town, are employed in a<j:rioiilture, and their farms 
are under very good cultivation. 1 tie usual productions of the 
viliuges in the vicitiity ot lior^ion are found here in abundance, 
and a large supply is furnished for the market of the city. There . 
are a few country seats, beautifully situated, and in a state«of 
high and improved cultivation. 

A branch of business, which has been of considerable impor- 
tance in VVatertown, is the fishery of Charles River. It is annu- 
ally let out by the town for the highest sunn that can be ohtnined. 
Several years ago, it produced a revenue of between OOU and 
800 dollars a year ; now it is much less prorilal)le, being com- 
monly let out for 250 or 300 dollars a year. 1 he shad fishery 
is the only one of much value ; and the number of that kind of 
fish taken in the river is considerably less, than it was 40 or 50 
years since. If we s;o further back, the contrast is still greater* 
Wood, describing VVatertown about 160 years ago, speaks of 
" tbc 2:rent store of shads and alewives," and then says, that " the 
inhabitants in two tides have gotten one hundred thousand of 
these fishes." JVeio EnglancTs Frospecty p. 46.* 

There are two paper-mills in the town ; at one of them, only 
brown paper is made ; at the other, besides brown paper they 
make printing paper, candle paper, glass paper, &ec. Each of 
these mills manufactures, on an average, 150 reams per week. 
There are also two manufactories of doth. **The Watertown 
Woollen Factory Company " has an establishment near the bridge ; 
this manufactures broadcloths and cassimeres, employs from 30 
to 35 hands, and turns out about 250 yards per week. " The 
Bemis Manufacturing Company " (incorporated in 1827) has a 
much larger establishment uijuut a mile above llie bridge j this 
consists of two factories, a Woollen Factory, which manufactures 
about 3500 yards of satinet per week, and a Cotton Factonr, 
which spins and warps for satinets, and makes about 9000 bolts 
of cotten duck per annum. 

The town has four public schools. Two of these are kept 
the whole year, one by a male teacher, the other bv a female. 
The other two are tHncrhr bv mesters in t!it' winter, and by fe- 
male teachers in the suininer. The number of children in all these 
schools is, on an average, about 2 iU. There is one flourishing 



* After some litigation, the profits of the fishery are now divided be- 
tween Watertown and Brigljtou, the proportion of seven tenths to the 
ibnaer and three tenths to the latter town. 
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pnvUe sefaool in ibetowD $ and there an tvro ortlme, at wlifoh 
reading and qidliog are taught to litde children* lo December, 
a Lyceum waa ealabliiihed, at a meetiog of the inhabitants 

called for that purpose, and a course of h.cttircs was given, which 
lasted til! the end of April ; by a regulation of the society, the lec- 
tures or other exercises are to continue for six months from the 
1st of November, being sn [i< inled durinG; ihe summer months. 
Comiected with the Lyceum is a scieniiLic aud miscellaneous li- 
brary; there are two libraries besidea thia, ooe a Religious Lir 
brary, the other a Jomile Lihrary, to which all the cmldite in 
the town have aecesa. 

There are three meeting-boases within the limits of the town ; 
one for Coogr^tionaliitay 9ne for Universalisis, and one for 
Baptists. 

The number of inhabitants has not increased so rnpiflly in Wa- 
tertown, as in many other places. There has been, however, a 
gradual increase. The following statements exhibit, I believe, 
the most complete account that can be had of the population of 
Watertown at difierent periods. AU these, except the oeoaos 
taken the preaent year, were collected and famiahed to me hj 
tihe Rev. Dr. FVeeman, Senior Pastor of King's Chapel, Boston, 
a name which cannot be mentioned without the remembrance of 
highly valued services in the cause of pure and rational religion, 
and of an old age hpa io wisdom and in Christian virtue* * 



NumberefKegro Slaves in 1754 
of ^ixtnenjeara and upwards: 
Males • • • • 7 
Fanales . • • . 5 

12 

See Coll. of Mass. HkL0oa.9d 
Series, vol. III. p. 95. 

Cmaus ordered in 1763 and takm 
in 1764. 

No. of houses 103 
No. of ftsBiBfls . • . 117 



172 
136 
179 
195 
11 



No. of males under 16 
No< of females under 16 
No. of males above 16 
No. of females above 16 
No. of negroes • 



Whole naniber of Boals 693 

CmtmUikmMmh, 1776* 
No.ofwlillaa . . WSf 



Census of 1777. 
No. of males of 16 and ap- 

wards . • ' • 
Strangers , . • • 
Blacln • • . • 

Valuaiion qf 1778* 
No. of Polls . 

■ 

Valuation of 1781. 
No of ^qMb 

Cenaut qf 1788L 

No. of whites . . 771 

No. of blacks ... 9 

Nomber of sools 780 



ValuaUon of 1784. 

No. of Polls 

Supported by the town • 



185 

»0 

222 



a 



■ Cuuus of 1790. 
Ne.orfiaDnisa .^.TT 164 
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Free white males, of 16 and 
upwards . . . 819 
do. under Ig . . 250 
Free white females .511 
All other free persons . 11 

Total 1091 



Cermu of 1800. 

Free white males under IQ 

years . . . 184 
do. of 10 and under 16 . M 
do. of 16 and under 26 . 133 
do. of and under ^ . lUi 
do of 45 and upwards . 87 
Free white females under 10 

yenra .... 196 
do. of 10 and under Ifi . S3 
do. of Ifi and under 26 . 101 
do. of 26 and under 45 . 116 
do. of 4S and upwards . 93 
Other free persons, except In- 
dians not taxed. . 5 



Total 1207 



Census of 1810. 

Free white males under 10 

years . . . 199 

do. of 10 and under 16 . 96 

do. of 16 and under 26 . 236 

do. of 26 and under 4^ . 166 

do. of 45 and upwards . 91 
Free white females tmder 10 

years . . . 190 

do. of 10 and under 16 . 1^ 

do. of 16 and under 26 . 176 

do. of 26 and under 45 . 145 

do. of 45 and upwards . 94 
Other free persons, except 

Indians not taxed . 9 

Total 1531 



Census of 1820. 

Free white males under 10 

years of age . .213 

do. of 10 and under 16 . 102 

do. of 16 and under 26 . 178 

do. of 26 and under 45 . 192 

do. of 45 and upwards . 9B 



Free white females under 

IQ years . 166 

do. or 10 and under Ifi . Ufi 

do of 16 and under 26 . 177 

do. of 26 and under 45 . 165 

do. of 45 and upwards . 102 

Foreigners not naturalized 57 

Persons engaged in agri- 
culture . 145 

Persons engaged in com- 
merce . . 13 

Persons engaged in manu- 
factures . 179 

Free colored males under 

14 years . , Q 

do. of 14 and under 26 . 1 

do. of 26 and under 45 . 2 

do. of 45 and upwards . 2 

Free colored females un- 
der 14 years . 1 
do. of 14 and under . 2 
do. of 26 and under 45 . 1 
do. of 45 and upwards . 0 

Total 1518 

Census of 183a 

Number of males under 5 

years . . loi 

do. between 5 and 10 . 94 

do. between 10 and 15 . Z5 

do. between 15 and 2Q . 86 

do. between 20 and 30 . 216 

do. between 30 and 40 . 100 

do. between 40 and 50 . 64 

do. between 50 and 60 . 

do. between 60 and ZQ . 25 

do. between 70 and 80 . 15 



Number of females under 5 



years 


100 


do. 


between 5 and 10 . 


100 


do. 


between 10 and 15 . 


m 


do. 


between 15 and 20 . 




do. 


between 20 and 30 . 


177 


do. 


between dSl and 40 . 


111 


do. 


between 40 and 50 . 


@ 


do. 


between 50 and 60 . 


50 


do. 


between 60 and ZQ . 


2S 


do. 


between 20 and 80 . 


14 


do. 


between 80 and 90 . 


8 


do. 


between 90 ft lOQ . 


1 
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Nmnber of colored makt Number of colorcfl fe- 

uoder 10 Years • 3 males under 10 years • 9 

do between 94 ud 86 . 1 do. between 10 and 34 . 8 
da between 86 and 55 ' 1 dOi between d4 end 80 1 

' ________ 

Total 1^ 

In addition to the above statements of population, it should be 
mentioned, that, in the book of chuicb records kept by the Rev. 
BIr. Angier, and mentioned in tbe course of the preceding murrativcy 
tberebfoond the following notice, 180 nmiliesin Walertown 
in April, 1733." This seems a much larger number of families, 
than might be expected at so early a period ^ but it should be 
remembered, that this was before Waltham was separated from 
Watertown, and that consequently the families in bota towns were 
included in the estimate. 

Within a few years two new roads from Watertown to Boston 
have been conducted and opened. One runs to Cambridge 
Port and West Boston Bridge, and was finished in 1834, but not 
opened till 1835. Tbe other fumisfaes a passage to Borton over 
tbe Western Avenue, or the Mill Dam (as it is sometimes called), 
and was finislied and opened in 1834. Tbe latter mad taktB 
nearly the same direction with one, which many years ago was 
projected by the Rcr. Mr. Eliot and others, but which at that 
time failed of being accomplished, from unfavorable circiun stan- 
ces, or because the plan was premature. Almost all the travel 
through and from Watertown to Boston is now performed on 
these new roads, the old road through Cambridge being iiiuch 
less used than ibrmerly* 

Until a recent period, it was the custom to support the 
town's poor by placing them at board, wherever the cheapest 
terms could be obtained ; but within a few years, buildings have 
been purchased in tlie town for an almshouse, to which is annex- 
ed a larra of good land. All the poor supported hythe town are 
now placed there. The estabhshment is under the care of over- 
seers appointed by the town, and is well and carefully regulated. 

I 
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